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MID—HANTD PRCGI S5 _REPOXT Ho. 1 Sept.72.

Keeping members informed is the purpose of this newrletter, Later
on, when our necabership is expanded and when there is more to
report onr we ainm to produce a propcr naws peper. with photographs,
articles ‘and ietters. Hewever, at this stage when all our effort
iz heing put into szving the line, it scomr sensible to conserve
our resources and produce a short cnappy bulletin rather than a

newspaper -~ that can come later when the line is ours.

WITHDRAWAL OF S®RVICES

The ceries o; enquirizs into the ruturn of the railway began in
1968 when BR znnounced heir intention to clese the llne.' Eight
months ago the Minicter finally gave his consent to ER cloéing
the line -~ cubject to the provision of certain'specified
replacenent bus gervices. The lccal aathox e3, wio'd put up

a strenuous figat tc save the line, saw a further opportunity to
prevent the'railway's'closure. They objected to the granting of
road service licences to the bus company. Clearly if they could
prevent thz bus service frcm cpurating then 2R -would be conmpellel
to centinue ruaning +tha trains. 3eing a grant aiced service it we:s
hoped that th: crant would be made available for a furcher wnole
year if BR could bz mads to centinue running the nervice into the
beginning of 1073. A3 if to forestal +hic plan GBR acted with

unuzual soeed and arcrancad the Winchester cnguiy in record time.
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It took plice at the start cf Rugust an

preparing-his report. The locai autherities expect the result
any time and zre not very hopeful - it seems a fcregone conclusiz.:
that the Inspector will overule the objectica and grant the bus

licences. Tne Couniy Comneil awe ecnsidering providing ER with
a grant thenzelves but as tue coszt will e very hign it seems most
unlikely that this idea will bear zny fruit. It therefore lcoks

as if the lash: ER train will run tewards the end of this year.



SUZEPE TOWARDS ACQUISYTIC.

At the mcment the work we are Ioing is mostly kehind dlie scenes.
Firstly arranging finance ¢o thal whea the line 3Ioes clese we'll
_be in a pocition teo step in without delay. And secondly telling
other enthusiasts abcocut our plans so0 that there will be an organisaticn
of enthusiacti ready to shaxe the pleasure (and hard work:) of
operating a presexwved yoilwmy.

PURCHASE

BR will give'us’three months er the linc clos=zs bafore they take
up the tracks. 2aAfter that period they will levy a charge of 109%
of the track vziue per yoar (about £6 000 for ten milez) for the
track to remain in situ until we purchese So it ic essentizl for
us to e ready to kay the line before the’three months are up

otherwisz we will start jncurring totally unnececsary costs. Right

now ws're dcing 2 lot of ¢ground wark to onsure that we have sufficient:

rescurcez when th2 time cemes to muy.
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L5 well acg & numtaer of spall clascif‘ed uidvaerts we're taking a % pace

advert in Pailway Uacazinge for Coctober telling enthuciastz zbout

r

the mid-Hants p:gservatiou. Az an ovperimont we're aloo putting
L; soon advert fn en Mesvicon Doilway magazine te sze if it elicits

a respoase Irsk Leericnn enthesiasts. BAad at the end =% Septémber

we wiil Te announcing our preservation pians to the press and inviting
support. (Pi2ai3z lelva corntacting the local press Lo us as we want

to 1make one izrye colara ot cur press confcrence rather than b-wrisg

a nunber of manll disjointed gtories appsaring at different times.)

SOTIVE FOWER -

Apar: freom those criginal 17 involvad in the oreservation we've had

a2 lot of enquifien froz other locomstive owners. flothing is finalis:tl
but we will t=21) you which loc2s wa'r2 having as soon o the
agreements have Deca drawn up. leedlesc to day thoce locos mes

likely to end up on the Mid-Hantgs will be Southern ones.



AL TON/ALRESFORD BASE.

As a result of being told by ER that it should be possible

for us to lease part of Alresford station we made plans for it
to be our base. Howaver, we've now been told that it's no
longer policy to let the building while part of it is still

in use as a booking office. Therefore until the line closes
another office in the Alton/Alresford area is essential., If
anybody does’ know of cheap office accommodation (and it must

Ye cheaﬁ since at this stage we want to reserve every penny

for acquiring the line rather than wasting it in rent) could
they let us know. Failing that the use of somebody's house

as a mailing address, where letters resulting from our local
membership campaign could be sent, would be most useful. If
anybody living in the area between Farnham andAﬂlresford would
like to help in this way it wquld greatly'assist in building

up local support. Please do contact us if you know of any low
cost office accommodation or if you could help by receiving
letters for the ‘railway.

MEMBERSIIP CWS

We planned to print a six inch long facsimile victorian railway
ticket as our membership card. However we've run into a supply
problem with genuine paste board ticket card (not the modern
shi~y stuff) and we're 3till searching. Sorry for the delay -
if anybod& knows where we can lay our hands on the real thing then
do let us know. P.S. John Dickinson, BR suppliers, can't help.
We hope that this report has proved to be interesting. If there
is anything else you want to know, or to say., or if you think
you may be able to help'with the local address, and this is
becoming rather urgent, please do contact us.

Finally it goes without saying that if you feel like giving
further help it would be greatly appreciated. The more resources
available the more likely it becomes that we'll be able to go
beyond Alresford. It really is a case of a stitch in time saves
nine.

3.



Because of mortgage arrangements an extra pound really does
enable us to save up to eight or nine times its value of
Hid-Hants line. If you could also persuade otﬁer interested
people to join us that too would be a great help.
Contact address: Membership Secretary.

10 Mountpark Road,

Ealing, London, W.S.

NEW MEMBERS APPLICATICN FORM

To: the Mid-Hants Railway Ltd. 10 Mountpark Road, Ealing,
London, W.5.

I enclose a cheque/P.0./Cash for £ to help save the
Mid-Hants line. I understand that all contributions. however
small, will help towards preserving the line and that one of
£2 or more makes me a member of the preservation association.

I look forward to hearing from you as soon as ‘possible.

Name......0.:..-.-00-........cocoAddreSS.oooocooocdoo oooooooo » e

Date.o ccccc o0 000 ® ® 9 6 * 000N s Ose e ® ® 0 0000 0 aeo0



Issue No. 2. * .

CLOSURE:
5th FEBRUARY

Britsh Rail have moved quickly after hearing the
secretary of state for the Environment report that the
alternative bus service s adequate. They have announced
that the last train will run on Sunday 4th February.

107 Years of Service

So 107 yuumathcﬂmmopem}imle«mto be
withdrawn = leaving the way open for steam
preservation. The line has provided an invaluable link for
the local community both westwards to Winchester and
Southampton and eastwards to Aldershot and London.
As articles in this news letter show, the line would be
sorely missed if It were to be closed. School children
throng the trains twice & day. On Satucdays the line ls
busy with shoppers and each morning there are hordes of
commuters walting for trains both to London and
Winchester.

- Public Support

Anyone who lives close 1o the line must be aware of the
intense destre of the local community to keep the line
going. Mr. Camplin, editor of the Alton Herald,
writes in this newsietter of the terrific (nterest the
campaign to keep the line going has generated. From owr
end we've had scorea of letters from loca) people wishing
the society luck and offering all the belp they can give.
The omens are good.

The Challenge

OQur job now starts in earnest. British Rail have given us
until the end of May to put the money down for the
section between Alton and Alresford, If we don't make
the date we'll have to start paying heavy charges to keep
the track in place. And as well ss ralsing the money there
are other things to do. They are more fun, but just as
important. A full stable of locomotives must be arranged.,
Al the ancillaries for steam operation must be organised
— water supplies, inspection pits, coaling facilities.
Sidings and possibly a further passing loop at Ropley will
have to be reinstated. And all the time we must lialse with
British Rail and the Railway Inspectorate to make sure
that our plans meet with their approval.

The Committees

How is all the work to be don¢? To enable members to
participate to the full it’s been decided to form five
committees. Jt may sound like beaurocracy gone made
butin fact with each onelooking sfter a separate aspect of
preservation it should work well, it's similar to the Severn
Valley scheme, and it will provide the maximum
opportunity for those that want to help to do so.

Continned on beck page colimn $

The Mid-Hants and America.

Th:ough the help of an American member the Mid-
Hants has forged links with American railfans, as enthus-
iasts are known on the other side of the Atlantic. The
National Railroad Historical Society has a vast number
of members, 8 number which puts the Mid-Hants to
shame and is divided into chapters. They have a monthly
magazine — Spike and Tie which diseminates informa-
tion about past and present US railway practise. Murmay
Schantzten, ¢/o Carlton Associates 202 Cambel St
Geneva(yes Geneva!) [llionois 60134, is a member of the
Blackhak chapier and if anybody wants to get in touch
with him about US railroad operation he and his fellow
‘Chapters’ would be pleased to hear from you.

MID-HANTS NEWS

New Railway Sensation-

read all about it

w.D.

lin i3 editor o/
the ‘;

“Alion Herald

P,

wm Mid-Hants closure
story & hout and his
Job “brings him into close
local public
opinion on a variety of sub-
jects. For these reasons he
was invited to contribute
anarticle to the newsleiter,

We in the newspaper busi-
nusmfreqmtlzmned
of ‘sensationalism err-
to t news
z.ther m[::n good news’,
but for the great majority
of us, I assure you, this is
not the case. Certainly with
responsible local papers, it
is our constant aim to be
factual and objective and
to prescrve as fair a bal-
ance as possible in the rela-
tive importance given to
various item. inly,
u::l‘ urkin; .i'n the Py
and wo area,
we much prefe having to
report what is good news
for the local community,
ol bad udu?:m b
impart care
ais0 sometimes accused of
‘cynicism’, but in my
nal view it would be
airer to accept that the
attitude of the experienced e
newspaperman it real
one of realistic appraisal,
rew!f mxemg fro:'lid observation
ol e spectrum
of humw affairs  with
which our work associates
us,

'Havin written thou-

sands of words and seen

scores of column inches
filled with relevant
materials, from correspon-
dents and others, since the
celebrated . Dr  Beeching
first began to raise his ‘axe’
Spesial friendly Tade D
y little raj
wa‘{. it has therefore unfail-

an outlet for, the huge
body of opinion opposing
the closure.

After attending the early
sittings of the Transport
User's Consultative
Committee and hearing
the splendid case made out
by so many different
aople — from County

uncil representatives to
the forthright country-
wom;‘n‘s n‘.inlw"m‘ of her
re Journeyings
m’t‘l: a faithful pram to
bring home the bargains
from shopping ventures —
it was a btter disappoint-
ment to h:fve to report the
rejection of these appeals.
And thereafter, although
the above-mentioned real-
ism stepped in with a secret
personal acknowledge-
ment that the official out-
come was now ipevitable,
it was still, nevertheless, a
continuing source of pride
and pleasure to record the
never-say-die  determina-
tion throughout the whole
cross-section of com-
munity  lbfe: County,
city, urban, tural district
and parish councils,
Chambers of Trade and of
Commerce, Women's Insti-

tutes, ratepayers® associa
tions, individual old age
pensioners,  students,
parents, housewives,
teachers, employers — the
list is enormous — to fight,
fight, fight and fight again.

But when the Secretary
of State’s final dictum was
pronounced and the ulti-
mate official decision had

to be reported,
nothing gave more pleas-
uvre than (o proclaim, first
the rumours and then the
reality of, the formation of
the Society and the very
real prospect of the line
being still keptalive.

For the fact is (and the
Herald's columns have
proved it repeatedly in
their contents) that the mil-
way’s life is in itself a }un
of the life of this part of the
country; it is something
that has always been there
for all of us; something far
older than the nldest resr
dent (giving a service since
1865); and an accepted aud
vital institution in the
aflairs of the communities
of Alresford, Ropley,
Medsiead, Four Marks
and Alton. Sensationalism
it might be, in a literal
sense, but few happenings
will afford my own news-
paper more pleasure and
satisfaction than to print
large headlines above a
report of the first *Society-
run’ jourmncy along the
reprieved permanent way
— with its * inherent
promise of continuing the
important emphasis on
that adjective ‘permanent’.




THREE VIEWS

FROM THE FOOTPLATE

'r."c' ial ¢ Ex 2

George Porter.
Driver Waterloo (ex Nine
Elms)

‘Thesad news of the closure
of the Alton to.Winchester
railway line prompts me to
remember the i |

Memories of the Mid-Hants.
Keith Dawe.

During the electrification of

There are many lines, which,
in time become a matter of
routine as {ar as the footplaie
is concerned; You know what

the main  Waterloo- is going 1o happen and you
Bournmouth line many trains  have prepared your engine to
were diverted over the Akon  meet the circumstances. |
branch when engineers had  havenever found this with the

ion of the road north  Alton branch — the line

worked steam hauled trains
over the *Alpt’, as we drivers
used o call a run over the
heavil{_h‘mdcd Mid-Hants
line, most memonable
was when working Merchant
Navy 35028, ‘Clan Linc® on »
speualé!:iu run by the Rn:lé
way rrespondence &
Travel Society.

train  was to

church, being relieved there
by a Bourmnmouth crew who
would work on the S&D. My
fireman for the day was Les
Golding of Nine Elms and we
were  accompanied by
Inspector J of the same
depot. The was 10
coaches, some 335 tons,
quite enough for the Alps!

Alfter » fairly ordinary run
{rom Waterloo we stopped
at Alton 10 take water with
the formidably graded line up
to Medstead ahead of us. But
35028 was more than equal to
the task. Comgetzmly assis-
ted by Les Golding speed
from the dead start at Alton
rose to the Mid-forties with &
Semph. The engine ot wiock

engine got
in' n';m from the start with
sr.rh coming out of the
chimney at a rare size, putting
the lineside woodland at
considerable peril!

Clan Line went up the
bank Jike a donkey chasing a
corrot, to use a well known
enginemans phrase. The
performance of 35028 was 30
’ood that an apprehensive

nspector Jupp urged me to
case the regulator for fear that
we would run by Medstead
home signat — at a point
where one was  usually
struggling!

tet Medstead it was
helter skelter down the other
side, pausing only at
Alresford to change the
tablet, thence to Winchester
Juction and on to the main
line to Bournemouth. | have
since worked over the Alps
with an Electro-Diese! and
4TC. What a colourless
comparison.,

in conclusion of this trip
down memory lane may | say
very good luck to the Mid-
Hants and its members in
their efforts 1o keep the traing
running. I ever there was a
line that ought not te shut it's
the Mid-Hants.

George Poriers engine,
35028, is the only preserved
Merchant Navy — the most
modern and powerful class
built by the Southern
Railway. We've had 1alks

with the Merchant Navy
preservation society and it
seems possible that Clan Line
will have plenty of chances to
tepeat her terrific
performance.

Who knows? George Porter
may come and give us a hand
now end then.
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of Winchester Junction. It
was then that |, and others,
were able to work the steam
hauted Mail, Newspaper and
other trains over this line,
ususlly with a West Country

varies 30 much that no two
trips can be the same cither
for the engine crew or the
There is alwa
something to occupy t
mind, whether it is pounding'

of 73’ standard. up the ient, ruaning
Although I've fired over down or exchanging
the Alton line on only a few  tablets. .
occasions it never failed to  Despite its gradients the
impress and enthrall me. line is a } L&SWR

Possibly the first great
impression is, when leaving
the mainline at Winchester

Junction one is immediately  and Andover branches are all
sware of the rural aspect of  now memories, but the Alton
the line. Gone is the rush and  line is still very much with us
roarof the mainlineand inits  &nd surely it must sum up the
place these is a slower, more. character of a typical
leisurely pace. This is partly L&SWRrunlline

because nobody worries

The Mid-Hants not only

about rushing but also makes a viable preservation
because the linedoes not lend ~ prospect, but also has a good
itsell 10 sustained h&h speed,  potential as far as revenuc
for when the Mid-Hants has  eaming passenger traffic is
toclimbitdoessointheshort-  concerned as it provides a
est practical space. So much  much needed commuter link
so 3ﬂt the unprepared fire-  tothemainlineat Alton.
man can rapidly find that his Frelght Work.

boiler has an acute lack of  Brign A

steam — | know, it happened  Trgin drfver Waterioo.

to me on my first trip on the
line

However as much as the
line goes uF hill sharply in »
num of places, it also
comes down agsin. It is on
these down gradients that a
turn of speed can be produced
— or steam shut off in order
that the boiler may be
replenished.

My opinion of the Mid-
Hants is that it provides

1 started work at Guildford
loco depot as sn eugine
cleaner in 1956 and spent my
first year getting absolutely
fithy in the process of
cleaning Guildford’s fine
collection of Museum picces.
They all seemed to have been
built to last forever and
included G6 Adam's tanks,
El's, 700's, Cs, Drummond
M7s and T9s, D's and from

within its length all the the year 1880 Adams Jumbos
ingredients of a lively and 395 class. Most of the branch
exciting preservation scheme.  work was done with these vin-
For the line is constantly  tage engines, although the G6
changing its profik, and  tanks slumbered for most of

slthough its therefore not a

particularly casy line to drive__for "the extra work e

or firc a steam engine over it
should provide much variety.

the year and were only lit u

Christmas.
There were about five or

END OF THE LINE?

The Reverend David Fry
lives and works in Alton. In
this article he shows how the

community would suffer
theline w?; to close for g

(Lis easy to be very sentimen-
tal over the closing of a rail-
way line, and Alton has had
more than its fair share of clo-
sures. At one time with lines
to Basingstoke, Winchester,
Farecham and London, Alton
station must have been a busy
transport centre; but now
with the closures or imminent
closure Alton could be left
with just one rail link.

Is this just a sad decline in
the need for trains? Or is it the
result of a deliberate policy?
Or does it result from bad
management? ! believe that it
is probably a combination of
all three, and the decision to
close the Mid-Hants, if it
comes about, would bde
regretted in years to come —
as is the tack of an efficient
means of public transport to

another growing centre for
this arca, Basingstoke,
this area, Basingstoke, already
regretted. Every day there
are many school children who
trave! into Alton — they will
need to be provided with
Schoolbuses and there are
too many of these already.
There are people who work in
Alton who will be forced to
use bus services and with all
the best will in the world no
bus, express or otherwise,
provides & satisfactory alter-
native. There are visitors to
hospitals in Winchester or
Somlnm;;:c:m'b - n\:ch:t s
prospect by bus. re are
those who wish to travel to
the South West from Alton or
from stations down the line
1o London, on holiday. Ima-
gine & family of four with

Three enginemen give their
personal  recollections  of
driving over the Mid-Hants. An
experience that we hope
members themsetves will be
abie to enjoy in the yesrs to
come.

six Guildford stcam engines

Woking and Winchester on
the Mid-Hants. I was firing
on and off from 1957 untl
1964 when { went 1o nine elms
as a driver. Here's a typical
‘Alps’ duty.

Hants and on the other two
we d on on the
Meon Va and the two

sidings. All lines used to
diverge at Butts junction but
there was no conaection from

Valley track was laid on iron
sleepers and the Mid-Hants
onconcrete.

The Medstead traffic

—consisted of coal for the local __day passen

merchant  snd  Fisons
fertiliser for the agent who

35028 on & Mid-Hants specinl

We would like to shamk My. E. C

there. Coal was the only
traffic for Ropky. Working
over this soad was heavy
ing. If we had ten or twelve
ed wagons with an old
Drum 700 on the front
the driver would drop the
lever into full gear and sparks
would roar out the
chimney, like a house on fire.
But we'd usually make it, if
only at fiftcen milesan hour.
staff for the section
‘from Alton to Medstead had
a key on it which unlocked
the ground frame at ‘Burys’, It
could be returned at Alton
which saved going all the way
to Medstead to get back —
which came in handy if some-
one got stuck on the bank.
They could run back 10 Alton
10 clear the road and have
another go after regaining
steam.

The staff from Medstead
i Al e, ok
ing at Ropley and once
inside the siding puuin{tbe
staff in the ground frame
would enable the signalman
at one end or other (o release
a staff and let another train
through the section.
After finishing on the Mid-
Hants we'd get relief at Alton
at about 10-15am and travel

Rt::nger back to Guildford.
loco however, despite its
vetersn years, would go on
ing until 10 oc 11 at
:_i;ln. “deepmf beu::i?onto
r recze siding on
on side of Alton and
then to Bentky and to
Fambhamand back to Bordon
with the goods.

S ing a couplke of
hours in the goods yards
along the Mid-Hants ?vc
one & chance to see how busy
the station platforms were.
And subsequent trips to the
line have confirmed how well
used the trains are. With the
combination of preserved
stesm, recapturing trips like
the one described, and a week-
1 service the rail-
way will be much
appreciated. Its certainly still
needed.

1k, Suthor o)

of “Basingrtoke Light Raftwey ™ for the loen of Ay Liamnﬂu

cases and buckets and spades
starting their holiday with a
bus journey of twenty miles.
These are but & few who will
be facing inconvenience,
taking to the road by car, or
changing their jobs nearer
home ot with better travelling
{acilities, or just staying at
home. And why? Because of a
nax;‘row minded and “s':on
sighted railwa; icy. Where
I\C'Xl? The link{u?t‘;nhl%ndon'!

Railway  preservation
ﬂoups all over the country

ve shown that, given the
right approach, a railway can
pay, and can service a very
real need. | hope that under
our preservation society the
Mid-Hents Railway will
continue to serve Alton and
all Stations to Alresford. It's
& pity that it is not possible to
continue the full length of the
line.
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The Work Ahead

Charles Lewis lives close to the line at Four Marks and has
been » member of the preservation association (rom its
inception. He works in an advertising agency and has had
experience of operating preserved trains in Hampshire, a1

Liss and easlier a1 Droxford.

The section from Alresford
cast to Alton is without doubt
the best to save. A from
continuing to provide a much
aceded rait link to London
via Altoa there are sho sound
operating reasons for restric-
ting the preservation to this
sectio

n.

The  Alresford-Alton
section is virtually free of
problems. The ones that exist
are small and certainly
smaller than those that most
other raitways have
had to face. The line passes,
for example, through
Forestry Commussion land 1n
Chawton Park between
Alton and Medstead and this
might result in higher than
3 insurance pre-
miums, although the forest
itsell adds to the scenic

also the track in Medstead
itself. It's not in the best of
conditions and, st the
moment it's sul o &
40mph limit. But since it's in
the station ares and at the top
of the summit it won't present
an operating problem for the
poin gether with th?? ot
points, 10, act
that Butts bridge in Alon
may cventually widened,
are the only clouds that I can
see on the horizon and they

bridges, no level crossings
and the land is dry, water can
cause 8 lot of problems. The
line will also benefit from the
fresh signa) cable laid along
the romDee only a few mont}Ia
ago. pite _apparently
being in store since the last
war it seems to be in good
shape. Apart from the
Medstead track the rest is in
fairly good condition. In fact
Qz:;‘uh R:il have had uvet?l
nights of possession only
neeml;o‘be\wen midnight
and 6.30am when reslecper-
ing has taken place.

The line i quite able to
take a raitbus service now but
for full steam services a
aumber of facilities will have
to be restored. The list scems
fairty long but its all interes-

transport. There is still quite a
fot of redundant track close
to the line in Hampshire.
Three sources which [ know
well spring to mind. The
Meon V line south of
Droxford, the former
M.0.D. depot at Froylk and
the remains of the Army line
at Liss.

At the southern sec-
tion of the miliary line at Liss
there is some track not ki
with the rest. It belongs 10 &
Midlands car delivery firm

and there is also a perfectly .
’o

good water tank which

essential for steam tion.
The apk includes usual
accessories and would be an
ideal acquisition. However
the points at the terminus at
iss were fairly light but
would be well worth having

E

test
;Mislingford, which is 3 miles
south of Droxford the old
LASWR sidings still exist
snd contain some good
&'mhty' point work. Some of
e 0 dgubt origina.
3! , no doubt origina
The line at Mislingford is
rarely used and it might
readily be relinquished.
rd there also includes 3
WR Yard crane and

Iudm;ﬁnp. .

As ¢ a3 stock is
concerned vacuum  braked
coaches are essential and are
going to be in short supply as
they are being fast with-
drawn, The firs! loco hauled
coaches to be considered
ought to be a set of non-gang-
wayed r stock from
the Kings Cross suburban ser-
vice. Spares would be readily
availsble from the Eastern
Region even thaugh there are
less than 100 coaches of this
type lefu.

Another good acquisition
would be 8 decent Seuthern
brake van. Works trains on 2
single line mean push-pull
and therefore such a brake
van pays for itself. Even in

ting’ work which enthusiasts , winter track work is more

should find a lot of fun
Togethet with some outside
bel:. it should be carried out
without too much difficulty.
idings10be po . Al :3'?.

ings to be put in. Althou,
the mainline 13 in condi-
t.i';plher;i‘um!_?:

ings a lyuun'i t
the Allon end, utts
Junction Spur, 600 yards
long, and spare  Meon
Valley track bed would pro-
vide adequate facilities. Inci-
dentally the Butts ground
fram was transferred to the
preservation site at Liss in
1970 and it ought to be pos-
sible 10 retrieve it. Ropley
would be the ideal rlacc or &
depot and | would suggest
that work be concentrated
first on the Ropley-Alresford
section and then gradually
East. The main jobs would be
reinstating a loop in the up
platform and laying track in
theyard.

here’s the extra track to

come from? The nearer the
better since its expensive 1o

acceptadle when one has a
brake van with 8 stove to be
transferred in, rather than an
open wagon. It's surptisu:ﬁ
the number of people who
turn up to help if they know
= there will be a warm brake
van.
Open wagons would also
be useful, are now as
rare as goid dust on BR but
50, including box wagons, are

coming up for sale in
Hampshire.
The shopping list is quite a

long one. Sidings and all the
ancillary equipment that
steam engines require are the
most essentisl together with
passengef carrying steam
stock. But the job shouldn’t
be too difficult. As well as a
lot of willing enthusiasts there
will be a lot of helpful and
pleased local residents. In the
area of the line the decision to
close was greeted with shock
and the news that the society
is out 10 save the railway was
received with a good deal of
relief.

The history of the Mid-Hants
Railway is probably fairly
well known to students of rail-
way development in the south
of England. Suffice it, there-
fore, merely to record that ilx;
1861 a Company styling itse!
the Alton, A njonf and
Winchester Railway Com-
pany secured powers (o
extend the then existing
Alton branch some 17 miles
over the downs and along the
Trchen Valley to join up with
the Waterloo-Southampton
main line two miles nort!
the present Winchester City
station.
Changing its name to the
gi&-l-lwu lt:‘l’wgy. the
ompany ope its route
for passenger traffic on 2nd
October, 1865. It was worked
from the start by the L&
S.W.R., who moved their
existing Alton terminal sta-
tion to a new site a few dozen
yards to the south in order to
mﬂc t:(l’!'y through ;vsorking.
eatally, some s
Iater, when the Meon ":i‘ky
line and the Alton-
Basingstoke Light Railway
were within &

belicved to be the unique dis-
tinction of having at Butts
Junction, a mile west of
Alton, the diverging point of
three single-track railways,
embodying some  very
interesting pointwork.

Although basically a
“local” rallway, the Mid-
Hants has always carried
thmu‘ﬁd traffic, either
sched: or emergency. Up
tohe beginning of the second
World War there was a
regular daily through service
in cach direction between
Southampton and the Kent
Coast via this route — a
journey which to-day would
involve six or seven changes!
During World War {1 the line
was extensively used for
troop movements, and the
stop at Four Marks (then a
passing Joop) to change
tablets was & driver's night-
mare in case he should get &
“dead-centre™ and have to
reverse his tencoach train
over the trap points!

More recently, during the
engineering works associated
with the electrification of the
main line, the Mid-Hants was
substantially used for the
diversion of Southampton/
Bopmemoum{chmouth
trains, and the little stations
were rocked by the thunder-
ous passage of the
Boumemouth Belle and other
main line expresses. Bankin;
engines were often employ:g
to help the heavier trains
“over the Alps.” Until the
final (and inexplicable) ban
on through working a year or
50 280, late night newspaper
« trains regularly came this way
- during engincers’ posscssions
of the main line.

During the writer's thirty
years or soin the area, both as
2 commuter and an observer,
passenger services prior 10
dieselization were worked
grincipalléby the famous M-

class Drummond 0-44T
engines on ush-and~&1ll
trains, though he remembers
an occasional earlier Adams
0-2 class 044T. The daily
freight was usually in the
hands of a 700 class , and

rovision was made at
opley to use the tablet to
lock the train into the siding

to allow passenger services Lo

13.

Originally, of course, all
four ntermediate stations
had passing loops. signal
boxes, exteasive freight facili-
tics, and a stationmaster and
stafl of up 1o hall-a-dozen
men. Four Marks survived as
a passing point uniil a few
years ago, since when
Alresford alone has provided
this facility.

The Mid-Hants has ofien
been called the “watercress
line™ because of its one-time
enormous 1raffic in this com-
modiglthrom Alresford Sta.
tion. This is, of course, one of
the most famous and
extensive cress growing areas
in Britnin and its produce
goes to almost every part of
the country — alas now prin-
cipally by road. During the
height of the season it was not
uncommon to antach two
fully loaded covered wagons
to one of the early down
trains for consignment to
Eastleigh yard for marshal-
ling on to trains for the
Midland and North. With
push-and-pull trains _ this
involved some complicated
shunting at Alresford — the
n.u‘m; up passenger train

ving to withdaw the
wagons from the siding and
shunt them on to the back of
the down train! Some will
remember the unique type of
shunting signal attached to
the post underneath the up
starter; when the sidings were
taken up, it is understood that
this was 1o &
museum,

The Baitle for Survival
Classifiedasa ™ route on
the original railway map, the
Mid-Hants survived the early
years of the Beeching but-
chery, and when an up-to-
date time-interval diesel
service was introduced it was
generally belicved that it was
safe and would eventuaily be
electrified (as, of course, it
should have been in the first
place) to provide a secondary
service to Southampton as
well as an invaluable divers-
ionary route for emergency
use. Provision for electnfying
the line was made at the
Winchester Junction  sub-
station right from the first by
the installation of the
necessary switchgear,

1n 1968, however, the blow
fell and triggered off what
became the longest, bitterest
and most hard-fought battle
for the retention of a line in
the whole of railway history,
a battle which none of those
involved will quickly forget.
Under the able leadership of
John Taylor {Deputy Clerk
to the Winchester R.D.C.),
with help and support from
Members of Parliament for
the area, from John Arlott,
himself a railway enthusiast
and & resident of Alresford,
from other well-known journ-
alists, from loca! radio and

television, from John
Spencer  Gitks, of the
Rural  District  Councils

Association, and countless
others, all 1he stops were
pulled out.

Thousands of hours,
thousands of pounds, and
tons of paper were expended
over a penod of four or five
years in a case which should
never have been brought in
the first ‘phce; but it was
apparent from the beginning
that undue “pressures” were
being brought 1o bear from

Memories of a Country Railway-
and an Epic Battle

by F. Clifton Sherriff

President of Ahresford Chamber af Cammeny

samewhere in the upper hicr-
archy at Waterloo — from
someone who. as a locat rail-
wayman put it, “had it in for
this litke line.” One had the
fecling. 100, that political
pressures were also  being
exerted to ﬂlhe line closed
at all costs. This is the kind of
thing which combined with
the unholy alliance of prose-
cutor, jury snd judge in the
persons respectively of B.R.,
the “Depantment” and the
Minister leaves the unfortun-
ate defendants with little
chance of success in ninety-
giue pc:::’youl b:‘ 2 hundred.
up| the “prisoner’s
friend,” the Transport Users
Consultative Commitiee
have had their wings 30
savagely clipped that they are
are em to consider
no other evidence than that of
immediate rsonal hard-
ship, m is not l:ne tenth
part complex consid-
crations MVJ in a mil
closure. Thus we find that per-
hapt one of the strongest
“recommendations for
mercy” ever put forward by a
T.U.C. were cynically
ignored by ‘?u determined
tofind the t guilty!
Two public uiries by
the T.U.C.C, and adjourn-
ment debate in the House,

many Parliamentary
Questions, & marathon
hearing before the Traffic

Commussioners of the appli-
cation a reluctant bus
operator forced again by pres-
sures from “up 13‘ to offera
pitiful travesty of a “replace-
ment™ service, an appesl
agrinst the decision srrived at
by the Commissioners
against all the weight of
evidence {an appeal doomed
to failure because it had to
before the same Minister w
had already consented to
“kill” the line) — all this, and
more, contributed to this epic
battle.

And, of course, the case
was bedevilled from the start
by more than usually fanciful
figures adduced by B.R. of
the alieged loss on 17 miles of
single track railway with one
passing foop. Transport con-
sultants of the highest stand-
ing al) confirmed that B.R.'s
figures were “impossible™ —
and, indeed, they did actually
reduce one of the more out-
rageous expenditure figures
by no less than 40 per cent.
when challenged. One
wonders how many other of
the figures were 40 per cent
out. iniquitous Cooper
formala and its predecessors.
while unfortunately agreed
by Parliament as a yardstick
for judging the viability of
railways, is no more infallible
than any other calculating
machine. Just like the finest
computer in the world, if false
information is fed into it, thep
false answers come out. And
right [rom the beginning.
false information was fed by
B.R. into the “machine™ and
false answers were fed to the
Department. who relied far
too heavily on the unsuppor-
red evidence and figures of
B.R. and made no effon to
institute independent checks
even when the information
was challenged by the
objectors.

Income from passenger
traffic was estimated (all
B.R.'s income figures were
“estimated™) on the basis of
the most haphazard censuses,

continued page 4
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contimued from page 3
which made no attempt 10
derermine the origin and dest-
ination of journeys but
merely counted heads — and
that none too accurately — at
the stations on the line.
Never, so far as we could tell,
was any effort made to check
the actual takings at the
booking-offices or by the
travelling  conductors. No
credit was given in respect of
the huge parcels of nmcrcnes
traffic tn the original fi
nor for commercial a vcru—
sing services over the Mid-
Hants route, though it is not
unlikely that the signaimen’s
overtime 30 jnvoived was
debited to the line.
Ten years of negled -
“minimum maintenance™ as
they all it — iesulted in a
heavy build-up of arrears of
work, the estimated cost of
which was quite happily
added to the formula. No
account was taken of the

ance and requests failed to
take into account the fact that
some of the work had been
compieted already! The usual
B e T
Qamo
that the services were
operated extremely incffi-
— three-car trains
when two would do; separste
conductors instesd of guard/
conductor operation;
inordinate “dead” time at
Southampton; week-day
services on Susdays; general
L

lack of managemen

B.R. have often contrived
the closure of routes
dislike by :‘elibeule

i e
-Hants
more subtle strn
bhg‘ they Ined
negative publicity,
to hoodwink the travelling
publicinto belicving it did not
exist. For example, the main
departure board at Waterloo
showed the service as termina-
ting st ltchen Abbas —
conjuring up the intriguing
picture of a country terminus
n the middle of nowhere!
Recently introduced taped
platform announcements at
Aldershot called the services
as far as Alton with never a
mention of connections
through to Winchester and
Southampton. Similar taped
announcements &t Wip -
chester called the services
as far as Ash Vale (of all
pl.lm') with, again, never &
mention of the same trains
grocudmg on to Woking,
urbiton and Waterloo.
Passengers not in the know
must, it seemed. be dis-
couraged at all costs from
gaining any impression that
there was an alternstive
through route, a1 ne greater
distance, between London
and the Hampshire/ Dorset
coast,

And :l the last publte

s.g%

vtrdu:t British Rail's ﬁrul
train will climb out of Alion
this February. 107 years of
service will come 10 an end.
Silence will descend on the
cunin s and embankments of
id-Hants. But later a
m sound should appear.
The sound of steam. Phoenix
fike 2 new line will rise from
the ashes of the old. And once
again, let’s hope, we shall be
stired by the sight and the
sound of sicam engines
storming up the formidablke
gradients‘over the alps!”
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THIRTY YEARS OF SIGNALLING

hy Roy Anderson

Walter Norris has  been
signalman a1 Alresford for
more than 30 years.

If there s anybody who
deserves the titlke Mr Mid-
Hants it's Walt Norris. He's
spent 31 years on the line,
from 154] to be exact, most
of it at Alresford signal box
Hu secn other stafl co

and from his box hc‘

ed the line change from

buy cross country route to
the state it now finds itself in.

In the war years the sta-
tionhad s
flourishing goods yard. The
war made quite a difference
to train operations. Apan
from trains ru nght
through the night to
Southampton via the Mid-
Hants, w meant that the
signal box was continuously
manned, a lot of extra traffic
was generated at Alresford.
Canadian and United States
divisions were based at
Northington Grange, a fine
old house built after the style
of laigo Jones two miles from
the station, and special trains
were laid on at weekends to
take the American service-
men to the bright lights of
London. Walt Noms has
many memories, not all of
t.bcm , of the retum
trip London _which
;rnved buk lale on Sunday
wl. after the servicemen
had drowned their wartime
sorrows with the spirits of
}..ondon. The train ::gmnod
rom Eastleigh

onto the Mid-Hants
?Mm men at ltchen
Abbas Alresford. After &
halt at Aldershot it ran non
stop to London, The
American occupation  of
Alresford is recorded on a

served as HQ of the 47th
Infantry Regiment, 9th
Division, U.S. Army.
Anotherumo Walt has
of war time is

potatoes, all twenty wagons
and took them to a field a few
hundred rds from the
station. there they
stayed. Forgotten by those
who arranged their storage in
Alresfor but well
remembered by the loaals
who lived for more than a
year with the smell of
decomposing potatoes.
F.v:ntually they were dug into

ﬂ:“ post war yesrs

brought gradual decline. The
suation staff  diminished.
Goods  services  were

withdrawn. Walt says that the

freight services were so
popular that the week before
the yard’s closure was
announced an embarge had
to be put on any more{reight
coming in — the yard was 10
full of traffic. After the yard
was shut down the loop at
Medlmd was taken out and
Eky, Medstead and kichen
bbas became unstafled.
Just  after the yard
was closed and all the track
and signal equipment taken
out Walt noticed a sudden

increase in the number of
children coming to Alresford.
Their journeys scemed parti-
culasly pointiess as they
arrived oa the down train,
spent two minutes looking
the suation up and down and
returmed on the next up train.
It didn’t cake him long to find
out that an I-Spy book had
listed the shuntz‘ad signal,
allowing freight trains to run
past the up starter and into
the siding beyond without the
tablet, as the only one ta be
seen in the country. The
signal itself, a small replica of
the starter u;ul but lower on
the gantry, was ccrtainly
unique but it had been taken
out when the yard closed and
before the 1-Spy book was
published. The children were

mcorrectly spotting the
ordinary starter Walt
wrote a letter to the chief I-

Spy, who had the eccentric
sddress of the Wigwam,
l.ondcn W.C2, to say that

1 didnt exist any
mon ‘ot no repxll-ledld
notice

pi came (0 an abrupt
mdm it had started,
when the new edition of the I-
Spy book came out.
vesiding over the station
from his u;ul box Walt had
watched several generations
of travellers use the line
There aren’t quite as muy as
there used to be but in the
afternoon, when the schools
Eem‘?h th: phtti,’::m can still
ick with passengers.
Being the oply railway man
booking ofce s only opened
ing office is only o
for & couple of hours each
day) he is often asked about
whe future o. i iinc — che
most lar question i
what can be done (o keep the
line going. He has an answer
for them now. He tells them
about our preservation

”‘”‘323"‘ he wnfo:;’ that
everybody says that sre
IOOpetambehindu

Wlter Norrts at work

Walt was offered a job at
Beml‘:‘y Station, three miles

Alton, but because of
his poor health he'll probably
retire, He livesclose to the line
at Alresford and says that
we’ll have to buy a strong pad-
lock 10 keep him out of the
signalbox when weckead
steam is in full swing.

colleagues.

Sir John Betjeman the paet Laureate writes.

Bravo — | wish you every success and look
forward 1o travelling on the Mid-Hants one
day. Much joy and success to you and your

~

the group

phone number please do.

A. Permanent Way Group

B. Locomative Gsoup

C. Buildings Group

D.. Rolling Stock Group

expertise,

\,

THE COMMITTEES

Choose the group you are most interested in, and know
most about, and drop a line to Alresford Station giving
letter and a rough indication of the
knowlcdge you have of the subject. Enthusiasm alone is
an excellent reason for joining! If you want to give 2

Including signalling, the main responsibility will be to
arrange for the installation of sidings and possibly a
passing loop. One of the most important groups.

Negotiating with loco owmers and acquiring and
maintaining our own engines. Also to arrange water,
coaling and maintenance facilities.

Deciding on and arranging modxﬁations to existing
buildings and also arranging cover for locomotives. [f
you are a do-it-yourselfer or can get building supplies at
reduced cost it will be particularly helpful.

Concerned with the location, acquisition and operation
of coaches, PW wagons and specialist vehicles.

E. Weekday Railbus Group

Amanging ncquuuon and openation of the weckday

railbus. This is 2 specialist group which would welcome
members with electrical and mechanical engineering

The first meetings will be arranged, probably st
Alresford station, soon gfm the newsletter goes out.

—

Martin Waring has been looking
ulte: the locomotive side — he’ll
handing over to the Joco-
mﬁw committee after this
newsletter goes out. He's one of
the founder members of the
Socisty and bas had ¢ lifelong
interest in Rallways.

The most popular question
from members b — What loco-
motives are we to have?
b.?u: first consl li::. has

n to get engines ¢ are
going to rc reliable.
the weekdsy wexvice will
raiibus opersted, the weekends
will be the domain of steam.
And brezkdowns on & single line
can be rather disruptive.

The second considerstion is
thet the e es, if possible,
should bde uthern ones -
engines that might have worked
on the Mid-Hants in the past.
Talks with members ve
indicated ¢« considerable prefer-
ence for Southern locos. A
substantisl sumber of Southern
Engines have been, or are in the
rocess of being, preserved.
e've been in touch with most
of the groupt owning these
engines.

The Mid-Hants is
Unlike asome oﬂm
tines we will be able lo om&
whatever engine presents itsel
::ovuhu we want it. The line

no gauge of weight restric-
tions - unless 2 300 ton auto-
matic stoker Garrett (urns up!
Additionally the line is par-
ticularly  appesling to loco-
mo!iw oups since the tem mile
ree {rom serious curva-
!\m. uill allow engines to
streich their legs.

The engines whost owmers
we've been talking to, and this
ranges from 8 briel cotrespon-

(ommm.

LOCOMOTIYES

will be offset by the numder of
wmiles in revenuc service that it
operates. If It does more than 2
target aumber then the loco will
sarn 3 Jot more than it costs
rent. If it does lem then it ouy
stiD have to pay some rent. That
is the broad princple snd it
seetms fair to both railwey and

e Rallway itself also sxpects
small engines and

ones that most interest you, and
you know something about, and

ws & Ene. If you hawe only
enthugiasm to offer, that
to the committee — it's »
valusble

Up to now each of the five
aspects have been looked after
by one person. He will brief the
committee and join it as a
member, Each committee will be
headed by » member with some
experience of the subject and at
reguisr  intervals heads of
committees, and anyone else
who wants to come along, will
meet Lo discus progress. These
meetings will co-ordinate the
activities of the committess. For
example the Motive Power group
will lisise with the Permanent
Wiy group (o ensure that
adequate track is available for
Joco #

We gim Ior & weekday railcar
service as $00R 33 possible and
for steam on a test baxs st the
end of 1973 and in full
operation by 1974, Existing
Membership Includes a full year

dence 1o detailed

include 35028, 340(6, 31817,
30841, 30506 and a tericr tank,
We've also considered seversl
industris| engines.

The (inal ag are still

of steam operation. The chances
of meeting these deadlines ore
pretty good. The terific
enthusiasm that 30  many
members heve demonstraicd

the subject of discussions but
they will probably be slong the
lines of a ootional rent which
esch engine pays per year which

22t

M2er

Ned with the expetience of
others is & good basis on which
to build s railway. Mid-Hants
here we come.

. - R
d one for the Mid-Hants?

M Manis Radwsy Lidl Alrwuiond Sasuon. Nowss.
Trowmn -,‘E-n—&:-'-um":-ncmu-«sw




MID-HANTS NEWS

Issue Number 3

A MESSAGE FROM JOHN TAYLOR.

I am pleased to have this opportunity of telling members
of the Preservation Association of the stage we have rsached

in our efforts to get trains running again on the Winchester
to Alton Railway Line. As many of you will know, there is a
1ot to be done before it is legally possible to reinstate
services, quite apart from raising the necessary cash,

Winchester and Alton Railway Limited and your associated
Preservation Association (which will shortly be & guarantee
-company to be known as the Mid-Hants Preservation Society
Limited propose to do two things. One, restore "end-tc-enq"”
daily diesel passenger services end two, to provide steam ..
services as a tourist and recreational facility.

Before any line can be disposed of by British Rail, it
is necessary to obtain a decision from the local County ‘
Council (incidentally, County Councils are also charged with
& duty to secure proper co-ordination of public passenger
transport under the Local Government Act, 1972). Once the
County Council has made its decision British Rail will dispose
of the railway in a way which will enable it to be used for
the purpose prgggfgg_gz_fﬁé'ﬂasﬁi'PIEﬁﬁiﬁ§"§§§53§I§§:~------

You will know that we prepared a detailed Feasibility
Study and at the last meeting of the County Finance Committee
a8 decision on the possible purchase of the line by the County
Council and its lease to us was deferred, The matter is being
considered again at the County Finance Committee on 10th July,
We have spent a lot of time in revising the Feasibility Study,
in dbringing the figures up-to-date and in attempting to
project our income and expenditure over the next five years
(4f we can get going on this worthwhile project) and all this
information, in one document, has now been submitted to the
County Council,

. I am very conscious of the tremendous work which is being
dene by the volunteer groups and it is my intention, as soon
as I have cleared many necessary administrative details out
of the way, to meet the Heads of each of the groups concerned.

It is my wish to ensure that we all work closely together to
aohieve our common aim.

A lot of money will be needed but the support to date
has been very encouraging and the public interest, far from
decreasing, is more evident every week. Therefore, if we can
get the County Council's decision (we hope they will purchase
and lease to us) then we can press ahead with the application
for the LI . mt Railways Order and the current negotiations with
British Rail, In order to save time, I am already in touch
with the Department of the Environment and will shortly be
having a meeting with the officers whose Job it is to deal with
applications for Light Railways Orders,

With the worsening of bus services in the area, with the
increased problem of getting bus drivers, the increase in traffic
tongestion and the growth of population, I am convinced (and I am
certain that you share this view) that it would be a tragedy if

this railway were not restored to full use at the earliest
cprortunitv.



I hope in the next newsletter that it will be possible
to give you good news of the County's decision with a further
detailed statement of progress,

JOHN TAYLOR.

A MESSAGE FROM SIMON NEAVE.

- - - - -

Members will have heard, from the circular letter sent.
out at the beginning of May and from the local press, if they
live in the area of the line, of the expansion of our object-
ives and organization,

For some time the possibility of operating all the
railway from Alton to Winchester Junction (Kingsworthy) had
been under active consideration. When John Taylor, the
Local Government Official who lead the fight to prevent B,R.
closing the line, came along with a group of people interested
in saving the whole line and with a favourable assessment of
the likelihood of success, it was decided to amalgamate and
aim for the full 17 miles, A new Company to which the
Preservation Association is linked was formed to buy and
operate the entire line and with a name that reflected this
objective - Winchester & Alton Railway Limited. -

As well as aiming for a greater length of line we will
be more concerned with the running of a public passenger
service although, obviously, steam trains will still play
an important part. Further, there will also be a change in
financing. Instead of a commercial loan it is intended to
raise the money by a share issue. The total sum required
depends upon whether or not Hampshire County Council will
buy the land on which the railway runs and lease it to the
Company. If the Council do buy the land, it will substantially
reduce the amount of capital required. .

A number of studies have been prepared over the last
12 months, including technical feasibility reports and
these have been lodged with the County Council to enable the
Council members to come to & decision as to whether to help
with the purchase. The decision is expected to be made in
early July and if the Council decide not to buy the land,
then the Company can either raise the capital for the entire
purchase and Bankers report favourably on this possibility,
or else the Comparny will revert to the Alton Alresford proposal,

SIMON NEAVE,



BUILDINGS GROUP REPORT.

The Buildings Group met for the first time at
Alresford Station on 25th February, to consider the
implementation of the brief drawn up by the Directors
of the Company, which was to consider and prepare plans
for:-

1) the modification and improvement of the

Alresford station buildings to suit the
needs of the Mid.-Hants Railway

2) the construction of an operating base and

tourist centre at Ropley.

. The members present were asked to state a preference

for either the Alresford or Ropley projects and the
majority chose Alresford, which seemed to present the
greatest opportunities for do-it-yourself activities.
Unfortunately the ambitions of this group have had to be
thwarted since we are unable to carry out modification
work while the buildings remain British Rail property.
All that has been done to date is some first aid work to
the roofs, ably carried out by Keith Spreadbury, to stem
the worst leaks and keep the rainwater out of our tea.
If anyone knows of a source of good sound slates of
suitable size we shall be pleased to hear from him as
the whole roof is in urgent need of an overhaul.

The Ropley grcup, originally comprising three members,
has found more to do, A preliminary survey of the site
has been carried out, drawings have been obtained, requirements
discussed and preliminary costings made. As a result of all
this an overall layout plan for the site and a selection
of possible layouts for the engine shed have been evolved,
The final solution will probably be a single industrialised
building incorporating an engine shed accommodating 4 to 6
large locomotives, a workshop bay and a museum bay together
with sales area and lavatories, sited in the old goods yard
" at the eastern end of the down platform. Members accommodation
.and catering facilities will be provided in the existing
station buildings. The proposals will shortly be presented
to the various groups concerned for discussion before sub-
mission to the Board for their consideration.

I have to acknowledge valuable help and advice received
from Brian Saunders, C. R, Webb and Keith Spreadbury in
preparing these proposals,

OCne problem we have yet to resolve is the siting of the
carriage shed vhich we are unable to accommodate satisfactorily
at'Ropley and alternative sites are being investigated.

A job which must be *ackled as soon as we have been
officially granted acce3s to the whole of the line is a.
complete survey of the existing stock of buildings to
determine what repairs arc necessary, what use the buildings
can be put to in the future and how they can be adapted



to suit their new roles, Any constructive suggestions
for the future of vandal-prone Medstead Station will be
welcome,

There is a great decal of work to be done by the
Buildings Group and I hope that all members can soon
play an active part in the revival of our 1line.

DAVID VIDLER.

CARRIAGE AND WAGON NOTES.

One aspect of railway operation that is norwmally over=-
looked by the vast majority of people travelling on trains
and especially steam trains, is the working of the Carriage
& Wagon Department,

It is anticipated that a large number of people, lured
by the attraction of steam, will visit the Mid-Hants line
on Summer weekends. /A centre of attraction will be our
collection of steam locomotives, but surely an even greater
attraction will be the unique experience in this part of
England of being able to travel 10 miles in a steam train,
{There will. be no regular steam service west of Alresford).
It is likely that at most times these trains will include
six coaches. Providing and maintaining these is only one of
the many tasks of the important !'Carriage & Wagon Group'
which has now been formed.

In addition to supplying sufficient coaches for the
steam service, the Group has the job of providing sufficient
wagons and vans for the essential works trains and also
possibly supplying extrzc coaches to act as station buffets
at the more important places on the line.

In due course, a few items of historical interest may
be purchased which will provide an added attraction to visitors,

One of the Groups' first tasks will be to purchase goods
vehicles for the works train. Apart from open wagons, a mess
van (for the conveyance of the permanent way staff and their
equipment) and a brake van will have to be bought, The Group
will then be on the lookout for suitable vehicles for the
weekend service, Every vehicle bought will have to be
repainted and overhauled prior to entering service and
covered accommodation will be provided as soon as possible
so that this maintenance can be carried out throughout the yeer,

The mention of repainting leads to the subject of livery.
At the moment it has been provisionally decided that coaches
will be carrying the crimson lake livery as used on B.R.
standard coaches built between 1951 and 1857. The bulk of the
vehicles used at weekends will be 3.R, standard vehicles built
during that pericd.

Anyone reading this newsletter who feels that they would
be interested in this important work can join the group by
writing to me at Alresford Station.

CHARLES LEWIS,

A Group has also been formed to acquire, maintain and operate
the diesel units for the weekday services. These units will be
ex~B,R, two-coach diesel mechanical sets and anyone interested
should contact us as soon as possille.

C.L,



LOCC GROUP - NOTES AND NEWS,
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These past three months have seen feverish activities
emanating from the heirachy of the loco group.

Suggestions were put forward at the last loco meetings
that we should take a trip down to Barry Island, site of
Woodham Bros' loco scrap yards, the intention being to seek
possible purchase of an engine of suitable nature for our line,
Five of our members made the trip and discovered that what is
remaining there after other preservationists and the cutter's
.torch have taken their toll, would be beyond our present
capabilities for restoration, due mainly to the complete lack
of all fittings, valve gear, con-rods, etc,, not to mention
their advanced state of decay owing to salt spray and sea air
erosion from the nearby Bristol Channel,

I wrote several letters to the National Coal Board,
.enquiring about purchasing one or more of their redundant
steam fleet, The result of which I received an offer to
tender for three "J 94s", Hunslet 0-6-0 Austerity Saddle
Tanks from Nantgarw coking plant in South Wales. Again,
~another Journey over the border to examine these three. One
we considered well worth buying, being of apparently sound
fettle, only requiring its wheels to be skimmed., I have
made an offer for this loc¢o and am presently awaiting a "yea"
or unayn'

The S5,15. Society have proved very friendly, several
letters having been exchanged., They have said that a strong
possibility exists that 30506 will end up on our line., A
dozen or more of their members have walked from Alton to
Alresford to view the track and strengthen their resolve to
patronise our line. I understand our only competition is
the Swanage Preservation Scheme.

The owners of "Clan Line" 35028 have been contacted and
a reply is still awaited, The Mid-Hants should prove an
ideal base for her saunterings forth on "Steam on B.R."
excursions as well as creating a special attraction between
Alton and Alresford.

A member suggested that we should try to obtain some
form of steam motive power from the German Railways (Deutche

Bundesbahn), A letter was composed at great length and
despatched, eventually a reply being received. Although
there are difficulties with such things as the continental
broader loading gauges and non-compatable breaking system,
we await further results.

The Bagnall (2842) Preservation Company have shown interest
in us since we have started to publicise our aims and I have
given them the go-a2head to bring their loco to the Mid-Hants
provisionally, some time during July., The engine concermed
is an 0-4-0 Bagnall of 1946, built to their standard saddle
tenk design, originating from Littlebrook and latterly Croydon
"A" Power Station.

Owing to no final decision as yet being made, I am unable
to say too much but I have had an interview with a Manager of
a large commercial concern, who until recently ran a small fleet
of industrial steam locomotives, The result of this is that we
may be presented with a saddle tank on free permanent loan for
a very reasonable fece, I look forward to being able to tell
you more of this matter in the near future.

Any helpful suggestions are always welcome - to me at the
station, please,

DICK AUDSLEY,



TRACK NOTES.

Wanted all able bodied men (and women) for sleeper
changing, stone shovelling, weeding and rail and point
installation., Can guarantee back ache, bruises and blisters;
anyone that is made enough to be interested, please apply to
Bill Moore, C/o Alresford Station.

Seriously though, I've got the job of setting up the
Permanent Way group and over the next few months its going
to be the most important (and hardest worked) group of all,
The legacy that B.R., has left us with is no sidings and only
one loop, this means that we have to put in a Loco yard at
Ropley and a siding at Alresford to take engines that arrive
by road before we can operate any type of service.

Now an appeal on bechalf of the Permanent Way group. Can
you send any unwanted trading stamps, such as Green Shield,
Co-op, etc. and all types of cigarette savings coupons?

Monies raised by this method will be used to buy tools
such as rail jacks and ballast forks, which means that your
membership subscriptions can be used to buy points and tracks
for sidings and help towards purchasing the lines.

Lastly, an answer to a question I have been asked on a
number of occasions; why is the track called the Permanent
Way?

This goes back to the early days of railways, when a
Contractor built a railway he constructed a rough tramway'
for the movement of spoil and building materials and this
was called the 'temporary way', As the building of the
line progressed and the permanent track was put in, it was
called the 'permanent way' and the name has stuck ever since,

. BILL MOORE.

SIGNAL AND 1TELEGRAPH REPORT.

Since the inception of the Mid-Hants Preservation Society,
a number of Groups have been formed ready for the re-opening.
One of these Groups has been the Signal and Telegraph Group,
which has the duty of re-instating signalling equipment along

the line and many duties have to be performed before the line
is fully signalled.

Starting at the Alrusford to Alton section, as this will
most probably be the first section to re-open, all the signals
at Alresford urgently nced repainting. Mechanically, the
signalling equipment at Alresford is in sound condition but
Alresford Signal Box has had all the Block instruments removed
and now needs rewiring. The old "up" siding is proposed to be
reinstated in the future and will have to be connected to the
lever frame in the Alresford Signal Box.

Moving to Ropley, the plans are now in hand to build the
Loco Depot on the site of the old Goods Yard. Provisions will
be made for a ground frame, which will operate the reinstated
passing loop, and yard points, cowplete with full signalling.
At present, the only signals left at Ropley are the "up" and
"down" Distant Signal posts serving as marker lights for the
"up” and "down" trains. These posts can be refitted and used



as "Fixed Distants",

At Butts Junction there will most probably be a Halt
of Eight Car length, complete with a Passing Loop and possible
carriage siding, which will be worked by a Ground Frame and
be fully signalled, although during weekday operations, all
Signal Boxes may well be "switched out",

At Alton, the Northern Terminus of the line, the signalling
will be as present with a run round Loop and siding on the
Alresford side of the Station. This system too will be operated
by a Ground Frame.

Weekday cperation of the line will employ a "one engine-
in-steam" principle but at weekends the line will have all
Signal Boxes in operation.

In closing I would like to hear from any members interested
in the Signal and Telegraph Group with or without previous
Signalling experience to contact me at the Station.

PETER DEAN.

RUSTON HORNSBY 48HP DIESEL SHUNTER.

A small group of members have combined to finance the
purchase of a Ruston Hornsby UBHP Diesel Shunting locomotive,
offered to the Mid-Hants for the bargain price of £70, to
which will have to be added £7 VAT and about.-£35 delivery by
road from Derby - a total of only £112! This loco, which was
built in 1954, is quoted as being 'in good working order' but
to make absolutely sure that it is worth buying a thorough
inspection of its condition will be made before the purchase
is completed, ’

Other important claims on the Society funds made it
difficult for the Society to buy the engine, so to avoid
losing the opportunity, the members concermed have contri-
buted a few pounds each, to buy it instead.

The locomotive is, by ordinary railway standards, fairly
diminutive, but it will be adequate for light shunting duties,
carrying inspection parties or drawing works trains, etc.

Even if 'in good condition' it may need some work done,

. and it may quite well look better after being painted and lined.

At the time of writing, no approaches have been made to
B.R. for the neccessary permission to use the engine on the
track but this will be done in due course, when the insurance
which is absolutely vital, has been obtained, so that proof
can be shown to B,R. of its existence,

While this permission is being sought, it is hoped that
the locomotive will be stcred at some suitable spot at
Alresford Station, so that the work mentioned previously can
be carried out more easily. ’

Though the funds necessary have now been promised, if
other members would like to be told of other, future opportuni-
ties with a view to taking a share or shares, perhaps they would
like to write to me at 6 Cherryway, Alton, so that a list can
be started,

LE WHEELER.



SINMOIN NEAVE,

The name "Simon Neave" is probably familiar to many
members. His name has appeared at the bottom of a large
number of letters sent out by the Organization and he is a
familiar figure to those members who come along to the station
regulearly on Sunday afternoons,

As well as signing letters and appearing on Sundays,
Simon Neave has done a great deal of behind the scenes work
for the railway and now that the Organization has been en-
larged with the Winchester and Alton Group, we felt that now
would be an appropriate time to record our thanks,

As one of the original four people who started the
Preservation Company, Simon Neave has been responsible for
a big share of the work for the entire 14 months since the
preservation was first planned, He has personally written
more than 5,000 letters on behalf of the railway, drafted
single handed an 80 page report on the feasibility of re-
opening the railway and contributed to a second 4O page
study for the Hampshire County Council. He has also had a
large number of mectings with British Rail and other
Organizations and as if that was not enough he has done a
great deal of travelling gathering information about other
railways and locomotives,

All this work has been fitted into his spare time and
it has helped to bring the preservation much closer to
fruition. After 14 months of doing his work for the Mid-
Hants alongside his normal job, he is now hoping that the
enlarged Organization will give him a chance to catch up on
his normal work.

MARTIN WARING.
FINLL LY.

I hope you have Tfound this llewsletter of interest and
further Mewsletters are plannec every quarter to teep you up
to date with developments and nrogress,

e are growinz fast but to minimise expenses, we are
trying to arrange for a !'by hand' delivery service of llewse
letters to members living near to tae line., /inyone able to help
with this scheme should please contact me at Llresford Station,
Incidentally, ve could save quite 2 su- by way of postages and
release money for nore important {and interosting) projects.

Subject to space availability, we will try and print
members! lettersz in the next issue,

411 letters to the Ctation plezsa and kindly mark the out-
side of your envelope "Newsletter'" 23 this will help our
administretive arrangements,

COLIN FULLZR,

Produced and Publiched by lid-Hants Railway Limited,

Llresford Ttation, Alresford, Hampshire.



MID-HANTS NEWS
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FIRST THIUGS IFIRET,
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To start with, this is the first llewsletter oroduced since
the new preservation organisation, liid-Hants Railwey Preservation
Society Ltd., has been fully incorporated. The iRFS acts as the
official supporting body to the parcnt Company, “inchester &
Alton Railway Ltd,, whose Chairman is Mz, Jonn Taylor, The board
of the MHRPS contains four Directors vho are also on the W, & A.R,
board, They are: hx, Colin Tulier (Chairnan, IFRPS), Mr. David
Vidler (Lizison Officer), M=, F, Clifton Skerriff (Secretary to
both Companies) and lir, Charles Lewis (Fress & Public Relations),
The other two Directors are iirs. Carol Fuller (catering) and
r. Le ¥Wbeeler (membership Secretary),

£ large number of subscriptions become due for renewal on
January 1lst, and if this includes you, a renewal form is enclosed,
We are grateful for your support and hope that you will realise
that as 1974 will be our most important year, you will complete
the form and return it to us as soon as possible,

Since our last newsletter, mombers of our volunteer worlk
force have been hard at work. Apart from the arrival of the %two
locomotives and the track relaying at Alresford {described in the - -
Loco Group Nntes), the water tower which formerly stood at the
Southern ond of the Longmoor Hilitary Railway at Liss has been
acquired. Demolition was coopleted -~ with the help of hired cranes -
by September, It ig lilzely that this will be re- rected at
Ropley in due course, but in the meantime it ic being stored, in
sections,

A fair amecunt of redundant secaphore signalling equipnment
has been obtained, some cf which was bought from 3Sritish Rail at
- Fareham and moved to Llresford on July 29th, Restoratior of this
equipment is now talking place..

e are negotiating to buy the old station clock at ¥Yinchfield
to replace one of the clocks Tenmoved by 2, R, from Alresford and '
Ropley.

Gardening enthusiasts would be well advised to have a lock
a8t Alresford Station next year, if only to see the blaze of colour,
A lot. of work has bheen carried out on the fiover beds recently, so
We must thanlt those members who have given up their time to ensure
that these beds are restorec to their former glory.

One of the next major tasks is to acguire 3oiler Certificates
for the locomotives, and in conmection with thig it is likely that
naw boiler tubes will be required for at leas® one loco {see our
Yerks Train Appeal overleaf). If you wish to e included on future
works parties, droz 2 line to Le ‘Theeler at 3 Cherryway, Alton,
but please remenmber to say wnether you are interested in Locos,
Carriage & Jagon, Signalling, Permenent “Jay or 3uildings,



A MESSAGZ TR0l JOHN TAYLOR,

Nine months have now elapsed since B, R. closed the
Winchester & Alton Railwvay,

Generally speaking, no matter how nuch feeling is aroused
by a rail closure, as the months go by it appears to diminish,
It is of course difficult to maintain fervour indefinitely,
However, one of the most significant things that strike me in
connection with our railway is the fact that far from diminishing,
the opposition to its continued closure grows every day and letters
and offers of support are increasing,

This is far from unexpected, the railway was an invaluable
link across central lHampshire, Those of us vho have been closely
concerned with the fight to retain the railway lmow the hardship
its continued closure causes,

Since our last liewsletter we have been very busy getting the
loose ends tied up so that we can go public at the earliest
opportunity. The progress towards getting a Contract with 3, R.
had not been as speedy as we had hoped but our Valuer has had
detailed discussions with the Zstates Valuer of B, R. and has
been pressing for a Contract so that we can prepare the Share
prospectus,

Up until the 6th November, we were faced with the "chicken
and egg" situation. 3. R. would not meke an application for a
Light Railways Order until a Contract was signed, The Light
Railways Order is of course vital in connection with the
Coopany's proposals to re-open the line,

fnother orucial matter is the question of retaining the
track in position., The Hampshire County Council offered to meet
the interest tharges on the value of the track to keep it in
position for one year froo lay 1973, Difficulties aroce on the
su to be paid to 3. 2. which differed from the original figures
mentioned by a substantial sum. Ve were kept fully informed
and on Tuesday, Sth llovember, representatives of the Company
met senior 3. I, Officials and Chief Officers of the County
Council at The Castle, Vinchester in an attempt to overcone
the icpasse and to iron out any problems which might hold up
the signing of a Contract,

I cannot at this stage be specific but I can say that
substantial progress was mbade and I hope ir the near future,
to be able to tell you that we have agreed Contract terms and
that the Light Railways Order is being applied for. This of course,
would be 2 major forward step and I sincerely hope, would merk
the beginning of speedy progress towards the attainment of our goal,

Cur detailed feasibility study has been lodged with the
Department of the Eavironment (including the Railways Inspectorate
division) and we have had a useful neeting at the Department to
resolve a number of procecural matters,

Ve have been very fortunate in getting further expert advice
from a leading signalling engineer, the Chief Registrar of one of
the 'Big rive' Banks and eminent iccountants.

JOHIl TAYLOR,



LOCO GROUP NHOTIES AlD {IZVS,

As the end of the year grovs nearer - the religious (and
commercial) festivities of Christmas are now only so many "shopping
days" away -« I can only imagine what a marvellous present owvnership
of the line would be. However we must wait a little longer and
wish our negotiators good luck in their marmoth tasl,

The month of July sav just what we can all do when we try, at
skort notice, G8ixty feet of track had to be laid to accommodate
our first locomotive, a 3Bagnall 0-4-C saddle tank No. 2842, built
in 1946, which came from Croydon 'A' Power Station, The track was
laid in the bed of the old cattle dock line behind the signal box
on the Up side at Alresford. Despite the low-loader arriving mid-
veelr (July 24th), numerous members turned out to 2ssist wvith the
unloading. This resulted in a fair anount of publicity in the
local press, not to mention a sudden increase in new members,

The veiled hints included in our last newsletter about a
further locomotive turned into fact during August when we learnt
that the Slough Trading ZIstates were prepared to give us one of
their two saddle tanks on free rermanent loan, provided we
complied with certain conditions., This generous offer was
accepted, two of the conditions being that the locomotive is
kept in working order and retains its existing livery, The move
from Slough took place on August 17th and 13th, arriving at .
flresford at 17,40 on the latter day, but not before both locomotive
and low~loader had beconme 'grounded'’ on the rough ground near the
loco shed at Slough, The loconotive, 'Slough Estates Ltd, Mo, 3!
built by Hudswell Clarke in Leeds in 1924 - works nunmber 1544 «
now resides next to the Bagnall at Alresford, the siding having
been extended by a further sixty feet to accommodate both. Thanks
must be expressed to the Deputy Generation Hanager of Slough
Trading Zatates, MNr. King, for his patient co=-operation, and
also to Mr, I, J. Cole (member 29%) who first suggested that we
should try and acquire one of these fine locos,

It bas been suggested that we should reconsider our decision
to avoid the 3arry Island graveyard for locomotives, The big 'if!
here is whether we can raise sufficient funds, not only to buy
the locomotive (£30CC - £5000 plus V,,L.T.)}, transvort it hewe
(£40C - £500) and restore it to working order (£500C approximately),
but also to spare sufficient memvers to this task which could talke
four years to complete. Heving a locomotive restored oy Contractors
can cost up to £15,0C0, 4in appeal would e&ppear to be the only
answer but at the moment it is a question of priorities. Ve are,
however, not discounting the possibility of tendering for an
'fusterity'! 0-6-C saddle tank from the I1.C.B., but this would
also involve us in the task of finding approximately £1,000 to
convert it to passenger use and repaint it in the !'liid-Hants' livery.

The Deutsche Bundesbahn have offered us an example of two
classes of German nmotive povwer, nanely a Class 064 at 12,000 D,M,
and a Class 086 at 13,500 D.i,, (£1 = 5.9 D,M.,) It must be pointed
out that these will require a oajor overhaul as only surplus steam
locos can be sold; the servicing of which has proved uneconomical,
The cost of overhauling such a loco in Germany before shipment
would be between 40,000 arnd 70,000 D.H!

Any volunteers for taking one of the above points further should
contact me at Alresford Station, for further details,

The loco group is not only concerned with the operation of
steam locos dut &lso in the operation of diesel locos (not to be
confused with the diesel multiple unitc for the weekday service).
Ve are at present involved in looking for a suitable diesel shunter
and hope to give you pocitive news in the next newsletter,

Finally a plea (another one! - Zd.) %Vanted desperately, a
filing cabinet about three drawers high. Uame your price! OCffers
to me at Alresford Station.

DICY AUDSLEY,
—-— O --



UCRIIS TRAIN APPELL,

- - - = W > = —-—

As you will realise, one of the {irst jobs to be organised by
the lM.H,2,P,5, when we have gained possession of all or part of the
line, will be the running of works trains at weekends, These trains
will carry groups oi members to various parts of the line where
work will commence on restoring the line to its former condition.
This work will include 2 vast amount of clearing of small bushes
and weelts which have sprung up 2long the line recently, all of which
will need taking to & central point where they will be burnt., The
stations themselves will be restored and many of the materials will
be transported by rail,

Ve are therefore launching this appeal so that suitable
véhicles for this works train can be purchased vwhen they become
available and moved to this line. It ic estimated that about three
bogle bolsters, plus a2 few snzller wagons will be needed together
with a brake van. The money raised from thic appeal will also go
towards the provision of spare boiler tubes for the locomotives
hauling the works trains,

To help us form this train as soon as possible please send
your donations to:- !Vorks Train Appeal!, M.H,D,P.S., 6 Cherryway,
Alton, Hampshire, Reniember, it is your line that we want to
restore to its former glory in 1974, Cheques or postal orders
should be oade payable to 'liid-Hents Dailway Preservation Society
Lta,! . ’ '
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MEMEER SHIF,
Membership figures continue to grow steadily, there being now
a total of over 1,200 members. Some interest has in recent weeks
become apparent as a result of press releases appeering in the
Railway lagazines, but we need meny nore full members to Join us,
so that we have a strong comnunal voice.

If you have any friends, rolatives or even casual acquainte
ances who show any interest in railways, why not encourage them
to join too? Please note that all members are now being enrolled
as full members, with a subscription of £2-20 per year, In
addition, we have introduced some new membership grades, namely
‘Junior' at £1 p.a,, 'Tanily' at £5 p.a, and 'Life! at £25.

Of these, 'Junior' means up to the age of 16, and these nembers

are resiricted to certain types of work on the railway which are
nbt thought to be too heavy for young people. !'Family'! covers

both parents and any number of children living at the same address..
All the subscription apounts mentioned are, of course, minigun

ones - wo shall only be too grateful to receive niore if it can
be spared! ‘

Plenty of enrolrent forms are available, if rieeded, but are
not essential providing all relevant details of the new member are
sent, including if possible = telephone number and whether he
{or she) is able to offer actual physical help with the dozenas
of jobs which will nced to be done once we get the railway going
again.,

il MIEELER,
c. C -

L PZHMINDER e 0 e

essse to all those who promised contributions towerds the cost of
noving 'Slough Estates Wo. 3' from Slough to Alresford on August 18
and have not paid yet! In cace you are wondering, the movement of
this locomotive cost £213 and although this amount was very kindly
loaned to us by one of the Ii,iI.2.P,5. Directors, we still need about
£100 to repay this debt, Pleace send your donation to Le Theeler
at 5 Cherryway, Alton,

e O -



TS ©CR THE MEMORY!
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Earlier this year, the §,000 gallon water tank at Liss,
which was part of the loco wat- - supply for the Longmoor
Military Railway, was purchasec. It was decided to dismantle this
Tank, and store it until it ca. be re-crected on the Mid-Hants line.

- .- The Tirst nistake we made was to try and take the Tank to
pieces ‘panel by panel (it lived about 20 ft. up in the air on angle
iron legs). This proved to e inmpossible as the bottom Tows of
bolts were inaccessible, 5o we hired a riobile crane and tried to
" 1ift the thing bodily off of its legs. This Cidn't work either,
as the crane was not big enough. ’

lHeanwhile, & chap who had helped to erect the Tanl in 1928
introduced himself and later sat in the Pub opposite - laughing
at our efforts! :

The next move was to hire a larger crane and this tipme we
were successiful and lifted tli2 Tank bodily off of its legs
and down cn to the ground. .

Dismantling the panels was now easy - only 322 ¢/16" 3,S.1,
bolts on each ol 32 panels! However, & lot of people helped
and several sunny Sunday afternoons saw it stripped, I was
able to horrow cutting gea:> and & van from where I work to
dismantle the legs and = sympathetic lorry. owner was encouraged
to take the various bits to where it is stored.

I have'in my garage a 9/15" 3,5.7. die and a box containing
1,024 bolts - now if anyono has got nothing to do.....)

I should 1like Yo take this opportunity of thanking
everyone who helped, ircluding the well imown young lady who
provided aomusing ente-taiznent on one of those sunny afternoons
'by: falling in the river! :

P2TCZR PARXS,

ITUSLITTIRS T 1974,

From now onwards, newcletters will appear at regular three-
monthly intervals, being publiched in Feb-uary, lay, August and
November. liembers are invitecd to send in contributions iz the
fornm of reminiscences, !Letters to the 2ditor' or anything you
feel other members would 1like to read about. The 'copy' date
for the February issue (lfo. 5) is January 16t but the Sooner
iﬁgg contridbution is sent, the better chance it has of being

cluded, /11 contributions shouid be sent to ne, Charles Lewig,
at 12 Yinston Rise, Four larks, ilton, GU3L s,

If, for any resson, yvou have pot received one of our letters,
have had a post code-t.dded to your addrecs, or are aoving, please
let Le iheeler know (address zbove).

e 0 aa

THATHG . e ss

seees to Lltomn Round Table'(dctober 15th) and lampshire Narrow
Gauge Railway Society (Octobver 2Lth) for allowing us to talk to
their members about our progress to date,

eeess to Radio Solent for Sroadcasting a 25-ninute progranone -
on our attempts tec save the line (October 14th and 16th),

- C ==



3UY & 300l FOR CHRISTHAS,

e are now able to purchase all David & Charles and Ian Allan
books direct, so why not treat yourself to 2 book for Christmas and

help the railway at the same time, Here are a Tew suggestions:-
The London & South iestern Railway, Volume 2: Growth and Oonsoli-

------------- - =t --..__...--_-...---..-..-----...-aa-.,-_-..--

catlon,

This is the second of three volumes and covers the period fron
the 1860s to the turn of the century. Cf especial interest to members
will be the section devoted to The lid-Hants Railway whkich described

its early progress. Station layouts of Llton Station in 1861 and
1905 are included and the whole book of over 350 pages nmakes
faccinating reading with special reference being made to the London
area, FPortsmouth, Southanpton, Bournemouth and Flymouth, Highly
recormiended,

Written by R. L. Villians, price £5-25p. Publishers: David & Cherles,
Llso available: The London & South Yestern failvays
Vol, 1, The Formative Years, £2-75p.

— 0 -
For lovers of old timetables, David & Charles have reprinted:
Bradshavs 4pril 13510 Railway Guide. £4-20 (bound), £2-25 (paper

e, ————————————— B TR - covered),
and Bradshaws July 1938 Railway Guide £6-30 (bound), £3-15 {paper
D D — - -t G - - - ——— --?'--------- OOVBred)o

All David & Charles and Tan £llen books can be ordered froo the
Sales Department, lidd-.Hants Railway Preservation Society Ltd.,

17 Mayfair Avenue, Vhitton, Twickenham, lliddlesex. Cheques/postal
orders made payable to 'Mid-Hants Railway Preservation Society Ltd.'
Please add 5p. in the £ fo- postage. :

e G --

SITUATIONS VASINT!

fRCHIVIST, reguired to keep a record of everything and anything
produced by the M,H,2.P.5. in the atteont to restore passenger
services to the 'Yatercress line'. The person we are looking
for must have a methodical rind and space to spare in his/her
home at present! This work will entail also the leeping of
records with regard to the storage of old Photographs, newspaper
cuttings, etc,, which will be used in cormection with pudlicity
naterial produced by the Company in future, ;

Please 2pply in writing to:- The Zditor, 'Mdd-Hants News !,
Alresford Station, Alresford, SO24 SJG.

CARRI/GE & YAGON DIPT. HKZ=AD. This position has become vacant
because I have proved that you cannot be ilead of Publicity end
Head of Carriage & Jagon at the sape tioel

4pplicants oust have a thorough knowledge of the present
coaching stock of British Rail together with a desire to see all
coaches likely to be running on this line in the future carrying
their nev livery as soon as possible. Some knowledge of coach or
wagon restoration would he advantageous, and the capacity to
organise a group desirable,

Flease 2pply in writing to:- Carrizage & Yagon Dept,,

L.H.R.P.S.,
Alresford Station, flresford, S02L 9JG,

Produced ard published 5y lid-Fants Railway Preservation Society Ltd.,
Llresford Station, ALlresford, Hante,



GLLES! SALES! SALES]

The following items, subject to availability, are obtainable
by posts=-

iLapel badge with wview of an engine and wording
(lidd Hants Razilway", 05p.

Plastic Car Sticker. Red on white ground showing
"Alresford" Town Crest with letters "MHRPS" and
full name and add-ess of the Society. 12p,

Members' own lzpel badge showing the Society's

emblen with tho wording "Mid Hants"., Hot to be
confused with the cheaper lapel badge., (Please
quote membership rumber when ordering this iten

as this badge is oanly available to members). 35p.
Mid Hants Railway tiec. Green with "Llresford"
Tovn Crest in red with letters "{,H2., P, . " 1-20p.

flease_guote meobership number,
Copies of 2, C. Griffith's book on the 3asingstoke
and Alton Light Railwey, Plenty of interesting

photograshs, 0=75n,
Ball Point pens with wording "Mid Hants failway" Olp.

Pencils (with built in rubber) with wording
"lid Hants Reilway Preservation Society",
Very colourful, Chp.

Various photographs of the Zngine(s) now

at Llresford Station including photographs

of the arrival of our =Z:x-Clough Istates Zngine,

(By road) - Fot Luclk. 10p.

The TSoclety's own Christmas Cards with line

drawing of arn I1l.7. Zngine arriving under the

Sun Lane 3ridge at !flresford.

Complete with envelope and considered excellent value.

each Cép,
per 1C 5Cp.
Replica L.S.U.R, Engineman's Cap Badge
(£1so aveilable for G,U.R, L.3.S5.C.R.
S.X., L,I.Z.%., L,li,3, G5.E.C.:z. 35p

Ve can supply aimost any Locomotive

Zoblen lapel badge. Flying Scotsman

to & 3arclay Pug 0-4-0T, GState your

requirenents, 21p.

Leather ey fobs with Zmblens G,V.2.

London Transport. 3,1, L.I.5, L,H,Z.2.

Southern., Flying Scotomen. Clun Gasgtle,

Fenchurch. 31p.

Ve can supply any books published by
Messrs, David & Charles or llessrs., Ian Allan,

Please send detailc of book(s) required
and remittance payable to the Society =
we will arrange delivery to you,

Ve also have & rapidly expanding range

of other iters on sale at the Station on
Sundays and which are not practical to sell

by post., T/hy not c2ll ir and inspect cur range,
Light refreshrents readily available.

Please send your orders to:

M,H.Z,P,S. Ltd., 17 layfoir Avenue,
hitton, Twickenham, liiddlesex and Ploase
add 5p. as a contributiorn towards postage
and paclzing.

-~ 0 ==



MID-HANTS NEWS

Issue Number 5

February, 1574.

Zditor: Charles lewis,
12 “linston Rise,
Four Marks,
Nr, &Llton,
GU3L SHU

IT'S 110Y O IIZVZER!

43 things stand at the moment, it is quite possible that the
vhole future of the 'Vatercress Line' may have been decided by the
time you receive our next MNewsletter in three months' time, 411
members will have received details of our initial fund-raising scheme,
prior to the share issue and from the response so far it seems that
the Preservation Society will have a fair-sized shareholding in the
Hinchester & Llton Railway Ltd.

SZvery menber will be sent a copy of the prospectus when it is
published. ZIxtra copies are being produced for the general public,
30 any member who requires more than one copy can &pply for these at
Alresford Station, Heedless to-say, the time is fast approaching
when your support can guarantee the future provision of rail services
over the Vinchester Jct. - Alton line. I trust we can count on your
backing at a time when the Government are supporting British Pail more
than ever before, and the County Council Planning Committee have come -
down firmly on the side of those who wish reil services over the Mid.
Hants line to restart as soon as possible,

PIORY o P

- —— - —— - D =y - - -

«++W3 have held our first firework display at Alresford Station -

on November 3rd. About 200 members and friends found the visit
worthwhile, especially Mrs. Cornforth of 1 Station Lpproach, Alresford,
who won first price in the raffle. This proved to be a large
decorated cake in the form of a steam engine - plus the coaches (but
minus the coal!! Thanks are due to Mrs, Hilda Perry for prepering

the cake, John Perry for organising the display and everyone else who
'helped behind the scenes!,

In the Locomotive Group notes you will read of good progress
made recently, whilst. at the same time we have received several
offers of additionel stean engines for the line.

The lid-Hants Railway Preservation Society has recently become
& mewber of the Tranasport Trust, a registered charity which aims to
promote permanent preservation for the benefit of the nation of
transport items of historical or technical interest. The Trust!s
patron is the Duke of Zdinburgh.

Ve have also joined the Alresford & District Community
hssociation and the Alresford Chamber of Trade to further our aim of
becoming 'part of the town',

The subject of livery for our coaching stock has now been scttled.
It will be green with red lining. Our previous suggection of crimson
lake did not seem popular with members, hence the change.

Y] o Puy



MIC? - TEERE? - WHIZN?

O e e - - — - ) - - -

any members will no doubt be interested in the timetables for
the inchester & ALlton Railway Ltd, diesel services., 4 fair amount
of research has already been done with rezard to the most suitable
times to run trains but you, our members, can help as well, After
all, it will be your local line,

If you have any special reason for getting to a certain place at
a certain time, drop us a line at Llresford Station and we'll make
sure that as many people as possible get a train service to suit them.

I, W
A WOID - HENTE! ZVENING

‘If any member has “ransparencies or photos of the line, they are
welcome to show then at a meeting of the leon Valley Locomotive .
Society on Tuesday, March 12th at § p.m. This is being held at the
'Mafeking Hero!, Free Strect, 3ishops Yaltham, and all l5,H.B.P.S.
menbers are invited. It is hoped that as many members as possible
will attend. If you eare bringing transperencies along for example,
Please let us know by writing to us at Llresford Station so that we
can make the necessary arrangements with M.V,L.S, Secretary,

John King, who has been kind enough to make this an 'open' evening.

——Qme

L UCRTHY CLUSD

) - One of the most interesting ex-Londorn & South estern Railway
locomotives to be preserved in recent years is one which used to
visit Uinchester frequently. It is the Urie-designed 515 locomotive
30506, It will shortly be on the move from 3Barry Island, where it has
stood for several years but vhere to? The !Mid-Hants'line is one of
many being considered by the Cociety concerned &t present. If you
would like to have 2 say in the future plans for this locomotive,
why not join the Urie 515 Preservation Group by contacting:
R.C.Hardinghan, Secretzry, 115 Casterton Road, Stamford, Lincs.,

e

FROM COLIN FULLER ~ l.H,R.2,5, CHAIRINLN.,

My notes zre really a list of "thank youls",

First, thanls to all our members, who wrote to the Hampshire
County Council as to the Planning llotice and a special thanks to those
menmbers, who took the further trouble to send us copies of their letters
to the Council; they certainly made interesting reading. It is under-
stood that the Council received over 500 letters in all and most were-
in favour of re-open:ng the railway. s '

Next, thanlis to all those who responded to the ilorks Train Appeal.
The ippeal, which we will shortly be closing, has raised over £170
to date, so if you want to subscribe to the Appeal, donations pldase
as goon as possible to Le Vheeler, 6 Cherryway; /flton. The money will
be used to put the 0-4-0 Dagnall engine in steam for hauling the works
trains, Ve have ordered a replacement bearing, &s was necessary and
we are nov awaiting new boiler tubes, whereupon the necessary final
work can be done and the engine chould soon be '"steamable®”, if no
unforeseen problems arise. ' .

The third "tharik you" ic to all those who have subscribed to the
Share Appeal. To date & sum in eXxcess of £500 has been received by
our Bankers. I cannot over enmphasize the need to raise funds as soon
as we can, as the noney paid by the Hawmpshire County Council to
British Railways to leave the lines in place only covers the period
up to May 5th, 197h,

Ve rmust be ready to support the ‘inchesiter & Llton Railway Lisited
Share Cffer as socn a3 it is officially announced and we will write to
you as to the Chare Offer again as soon as we ourselves receive final
details from our 2arcnt Tompany. Ceveral meobers have indicated that

- 2 -



they would like to send further Doneys to the Donation Appeal each
oonth anrd in case you would also like to make a further donation in
the future, another forn is enclosed.

The final "thank you" is to 2ll those members, who purchased items
as set out in the last llewsletter, L1l these items are still availatle
from me and if anyone would like a further Cales List, please write
to me at 17 Mayfair Avenue, hitton, Twickernhan, liiddlesex., (S.A.E.
please - foolscep size for preference)., In particular, the Society'!s
tie (£1-20p.) and badge {35p.) (plus 5p. postage) have proved very
popular and very favourable comments have been received., If you have
not ordered your tie and/or badge, wky not do so now?

To conclude, wve are now formulating our plans for the Summer and
I can assure you that if an engine is not "moving" at Zlresford soon
it will not be for want of our trying.

COLIN FULLIR,

—eDmw

OUR HCHCRUALRY SOLICITOR TRITIC.....

Two jobs which are vital, if the Railway is to be re-opened
will involve many hours of labour, which will inevitably go unseen
by many of those involved on other tasks,

These are the investigation of the Title to the land on vhich
the line lies ard the drafting of a2 Prospectus for issue to the Public.
‘hen one investigates a Title in normal circumstances, such as the
purchase of a house, it is the duty of the seller to show a constant
chain of ownership for fifteen years, so that one will examine a
number of Conveyances all of the same property from one owner to the
next, The railway land will be different, but in some ways nore
involved, There will be no difficulty in establishing that the Sritish
Railways Soard and its predecessors the 3ritish Transport Commission,
the louthern feilway and the London and South Yestern Railway have all
owned the land for more than fifteen years. T"Then any land is acguired
for a Railway, or for that matter & llotorway, comparatively small
portions are bought from a multitude of diffevent owners, because what
in fact is being bought is a very narrow ritbon of land. The distance
fron Winchester Junction to Llton is some seventeen miles, which
although big enough for a smzll Company is nevertheless a short stretch
in general Railway terms. However, even over this length it was
necessary to accuire parcels of land from about 10C different lZndowners,
so that it will be necessary to examine copies of some hundred different
Conveyances to the original Railway Company and in particular to ensure
that the sum of the land as shown »y the plans of each of these
Conveyances constitute the wiiole of the line and there are no odd noolks
and crannies missing.

/. Prospectus is essentially 2 sales brochure, the purpose of which
is to induce those who read it to invest noney in the Company issuing it,
Sefore the contents of a Prospectus and the responcibility of those
issuing it was strictly controlled by law, many Prospectuses were
issued, the clains made in which were so exaggerated as to bear little
or no resemblance to the truth and many innocent people lost a lot of
money. To~day however the Companies ficts contain very cooplicated
natters as to what must be stated in a Prospectus and provide that if
any false statement is made as a result of which any subscriber loses
money, then the Directors as well as the Company will be responsible.
for making good that loss. Lccordingly those who draft such a document
bear a grave responsibility and to get it right involves many hours
of drafting by one person and more hours examining the draft word by
word by a small Committee, who vwhile abiding by the intricacies of the
Act must not lose sight of the fact that it is essentially a sales
brochure.

==0==



LOCO GROUP NOTES AND MEUS,

The Group goes from strength to strength! Ye have now formed
a2 six-strong committee to provide an easily assembled discussion group
on lHotive Power matters., At present this group comprises Ian Crowder
and Ian Cripps, David Vidler {Liaison Cificer), Xen C'Dell and
Julian Twymen (Footplate Instructors) - and me, Dick ludsley.

The most important news on the locomotive front came during
December when negotiations were conpleted for the first 'main-line’
cteam locomotive to be moved to the liid-Hants line. This locomotive
will be moved by road and will arrive at Jlresford very shortly.

The locomotive, an I class 2-5-C tender engine No. 31874, was
built by the Southern Railway and completed in Ceptember 1325, The
parts were nade at the oolwich Lrsenal with the exception ol the
boiler, which was built by the llortk Eritish Locomotive Co., Glasgow.
This was one of 50 similer locomotives which had parts manufactured
at ioolwich to ease the unecploynent situation caused by the partial
closing down of the works there in 191G efter the end of the First
World Uar, The locomotives were then assembled at the Southern
Railway works at Lshford, Kent,

No. 31874, which together with its tender weighs over 101 tons,
was originally allocated to wvorking on the South Vestern Division,
mainly in the Z&xeter area. In September 1932 it was transferrad to
Hither Green in South-Zast London, and worked on both pessenger and
freight services between London and Yent for 28 years. Many lines in
Kent were electrified in 19581 and as a result, 5187L was transferred
in February of that year, to Exmouth Junction in Devon. This meant
a return to the Exeter area, where for three years the locomotive
regularly worked to such rwlaces es ladstow, Ilfrzcombe, Bude and
Tavistock, It is interesting to note that none of these places are
served by rail todey! '

It was finally vithdrewn in April, 1354, shortly after having
received an overhaul, and promztly condermed to the South ‘/ales
scrapyard of “oodham 3ros., at Barry Island. Most locomotives sent
to this particular scrapyard, however, escaped being broken up and
earlier this year, 31874 vas bought by Kr. John Zunch of Yateley,
near Canberley, Surrey., 4ll fittings which had previously been removed
from the locomotive prior to purchase have now been secured by its new
owner. It 1s intended that 31874 will be restored to the lined black
British Railways livery of the late 1950's. York will cocmence on
the locomotive as soon as it arrives at slresford, where it will be
named 'Aznar Line' after the shipping company who are kindly
sponsoring the move from Yales,

Another loconotive could well be maiking the move from 3arry
Island to Llresford before long. This is & class O freight locomotive
No. h8624, which, like 31874, was asseobled at the Southern Railway
works in Ashford, Kent. It was constructed during the Second World
War but spent most of its working life at the London end of the London
Midland Region. 3Being a 2-8-0 locomotive with compzratively small
driving wheels '4ft 8%ins.), 48624 would seem to be an ideal locomotive
to cope with the gradients on this iine. Restoration tc working order
will be costly, but nany people have already helped financizlly, and
anyone else wishing to help should contact one of our membders,

George A, Gibbins, at 17 The Drive, Svaythling Road, 'est End,
Seuthampton S03 3AN.

Finelly, I would like to thank all those who responded to ny
retuest for filing cabinets, with particular thanks. to lir. “illians
from Harpenden for supplying some engineers filing cabinets,

In the next newsletter I hope to be able to tell you that
preparations are well advanced for running the first works trains.
It is likely that the 3agnall tank loco. will be used but to tell
you the story behind this decision, I hand over to the 'two Ians'.....

Y ¢ Jpn



SRINGING BACYX THE BAGNALL

by the 'Two Ians'

During October, 1373, it began to look as if one of the two
locos at Alresford (Hudswell Clarke 0-3-0ST from Slough Trading Estate
and Bagnall 0-4-0ST from Croydon Power Station) would be required for
works trains in the foreseeable future. ith this in nind, we closely
inspected both locos and undertook a little research into their recent
history to ascertzin which engine was the best proposition for this
work. 3Bearing in nmind that the Hudswell Clarke has only recently
been retired from active, if infrecuent, service and arrived at
Alresford with a just-current boiler certificate while the dagnall
has not steamed for at least six years there seemed at first sight
little doubt as to which loco to go for.

Our decision was made for us however, with the fatal words on
the Hudswell Clarke's boiler certificate which as good as said that
major repairs would be required - ultinmately including a new firebox -
before a new certificate could be issued and a 'phone call to the
insurers confirmed this. Such repairs will be carried out but are
beyond our present means, so the Bagnall it was to be.

A close examination of the Sagnall showed that one of the front
axle bearings had at some time been allowed to run hot and has
extruded itself partly out of the axlebox. Also, the loco's previous
boiler certificate indicated that the tubes night possibly require

replacenent, though the barrel and firebox appeared to be basically
sound, ’

The Bagnall is owned by a group of fellows known to one and all
as 'The Bagnall Boys' and agreement was quickly reached with then for
the liid-Hants to undertake the necessary work, Ve arranged for a full-
scale boiler inspection by National Vulcan and investigated the possi-
bility of obtaining e pair of new exle bearings. UV.G. Bagnall Ltd.'s
successor, G.I.C., unfortunately no longer cerry spares such as bearings
and have destroyed the remaining patterns - but a non-ferrous foundry
at Alton -« Stansby's - agreed to make the necessary paettern and cest
two new phosphor-bronze bearings. 4n initial boiler inspection was
carried out early in November, which confirmed our worst fear - that
the boiler needs a complete re-tube; and our greatest hope - that
the boiler is, indeed, basically sound {subject to another inspection
when the tubes are out),

The first tasks on the locomotive were to pPrepare it for removal
of the bearings and prepare to remove the tubes. The brake gear and
sanders were dismantled, ashpan and firebars remnoved, blast pipe
renoved, connecting and coupling rods taken off and regulater and
inspection covers removed. To give us roon to work, the Hudswell Clarke
had to be moved a few yards along the siding and the day we chose to do
this work was freezing - everything had =a 8ood thick coating of frost.
We were just preparing to push the engine along using brute force and
crowbars, when the driver of an articulated lorry parked overnight in
the station yard asked for our assistance in bump-~starting his tractor:
we readily agreed in exchange for him pulling the loco back!

The 'Bagnall Boys' had managed to borrow two ten-ton hydraulic
Jacks and using a hefty RSJ as a lifting beam we prepared to commence
the 'big 1ift'. (3y the way, thanks to the Surrey & Hants Canal Society
for loaning us the RSJ). Leaving the front axle standing on the rails,
the loco was raised a little at a time, front and rear and alternately,
using sleepers end pandrel plates as packing. ‘e were then able to kneck
the securing pins out of the axlebox, raise the box to the top of fthe
hornblock and remove the bearings, it least, that was the theory ~ it
worked on one bearing but it looks as if we shall have to drill out one
of the securing pins which has proved to be particularly obstinate on
the other. The bearing which was removed was then taken to Stansby's
at Alton so that they could make & wooden pattern and cast the new
bearings. The castings have now been delivered and they oust now be
machined (any offers?) and scraped in to fit the axle Journals,

While waiting for the bearings, we have been progressing with the
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other major task -~ removing the boiler tubes, Several have been taken
out so far the hard way - by closing the tube ends in and using cold
chisels and a heavy club hammer (Ouch! liy thumb!) and then using a
drift and a small sledge harmer at the firebox tubeplate to drive then
the few inches before they can be pulled out by hand. Now that there
is sufficient space at the bottoo of the boiler darrel, we can remove
the remeining tubes using oxy~-acceteline, by cutting each tube in halfl,
end drawing the two pieces inside the boiler. The pieces can then be
passed out through a manhole locsted undernceath the boiler barrel, and
this method will greetly speed the operation. -

Minally the inside of the boiler must be thoroughly cleaned ready
for the next inspection by National Vulcan, before putting in the new
tubes ~ all 115 of themn!

Ve hope to be able to tell you in the next newsletter that re-
tubing has been successfully coopleted, the hydraulic test was passed
and that the bearings have been machined ready for replacement. So
don't miss the next exciting instalment in '3Bringing Back the Bagnall!,
or come to see how we are getting along. Don't worry - we'!ll soon
find something for you to do! .

R ¢ Py

MENIZRSHIP

Response to the distribution of membership renewal forme in the
last 'Mid-Hants News' has been very good, most members whose renewals
were due having sent their subscriptions prooptly. This has provided
us with a nuch neecded influx of money, some of which hes already been
spent as described elsewhere in this issue. L few menbers have not
yet reneved and it is hoped that these people will renew shortly,

Acknowledgments have been sent to everyone vho has renewed but in
future I would be very grateful if those who require acimowledgments
could send a staoped addressed envelope, with their subscription.

The time when the organicotion of working parties will begin in
earmest is getting near, ithilst wany of our members have indicated
their particular sphere of interest, it is clear thet in a lot of cases
more specific deteils would be of great help in arranging these parties.
Lpart from the band of 'regulers' who turn up every Sunday at Alresford,
wany of our members may not be aware of the tremendous range of skillsg
which can be useful in running eand maintaining = railwvay,

. For this reason, we are asling 211 nembers who want to help, to
fill in the enclosed card, even if they have already indicated their
willingness to help. This will ensure that all those who want to lend
us a hand will have their nawme 'on record!.

LT THEELZR
Membership Secretary.

[P ¢ T

INTRCDUCIIIG CUR ARCHIVIST,

As a result of the advertisement in the last 'Mid-Hants News?
we have appointed lMr., John iLdams of Llresford as our irchivist.
Mr. hAdams is well lmown in the local area as Secretary and Treasurer
of the Alresford Historical and Literary Society. He would like to
hear fron anyone who has old press cuttings, shotographs, tickets or
rellics of the lid-Hants line which could be of interest. Also, if any
mexmber has kept records of which locomotives ran over the line, and
when, we would like to hear fror: thes a5 well.

/4 certain amount of publicity meterial will be prepared during
1974 baszed on these archives. Itens supplied will be kept in
excellent condition and returned to their owvmers at any time, if
requested. It is pogsible thet e small nuseun may be set up in the
near future in 3road Street, Alresford, meanvhile 211 material is being
kept by iir. Ldams at 'liontello', Jacklyns Lane, Llresford.

- e O .-
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SITUATIONS VACLNT

ASSISTANT IEMBERSHI? SECRETLRY to assist Le Yheeler in the always
expanding job of dealing with new and renewed memberships, Applicants
should apply direct to Le Wheeler at § Cherryway, Alton.

- 'SALZES ASSISTANT needed to help run our stand at Alresford Station
on Sundays. Must have his/her own transport. Apply to Colin Fuller,
17 Mayfair Avenue, Whitton, Twickenham, Middlesex,

C/RRI/GE & VAGOM DEPT. HELD required to organise this important
group. Applicants should have a sound knowledge of British Rail
coaching stock and a desire to see our rolling stock looking in firste
class condition as soon as possitle. Apply to the M.,H.,R.P,S, at
klresford Station. RS

Ye look forward to hearing from interested members with regard
to the above positions, meanwhile we thank 2ll those who replied to
the vacancies published in the last issue.

QR PPN

300K REVIZYW

- - = -

4s we hope members will &ll support our effords to reise the
necessary capital to save the 'Watercress! line, we have chosen 2s our
selected book this time one of the cheapest - and best - available,

At 90p (95p inc. post), the issociation of Railway Preservation
Societies' Yearbook, 'Steam 74' is a must. Over 170 pages list all
preserved locomotives and rolling stock in the United Xingdom, This
includes preserved diesel and petrol locomotives. Progress reports
and details of all preservation schemes, and operating railways, are
included together with Dany, meny photos. This book acts as.a useful
guide when visiting other Societies, and also acts as an 'eyp-opener!
to those who thought private railvays, and steam engines, were going
out of fashion. Orders should be sent to the Sales Department,
H,H.R.P.S., 17 lMayfair Avenue, “hitton, Twickenhan, Middlesex.

XY o TR

T ey
2 Uﬂn.rsz.E. *aen e

++.ssWe have heard that the Omen Day at the British Rail Eastleigh
Vorks will be Sunday, 5th liay, this year,

es-splans are being finalised for celebrating 150 years of railway
history. 27th September, 1825, sew the first train running from
Shildon to Stockton vie Dariington hauled by George Stephenson's world
famous 'Locomotion!. The 'seasor of activities' in the North-LFast
will commence towards the end of June and go on until tha end of
September. Ls September 27th, 127% fulls on a Saturday perhaps we
ought to have our own celebration or the Mid-Hants line. It just sa. .
happens that locomotive 3187L, crxrriving at-Alresfdérd ghortly, will be
exactly-50 years old at the sawme time. iny suggesticns? .

sewestWo sSteam excursions are planned for the South Yesternm Diviéion
of the Southern Region this year ~ on April 27th and September 1l4th,

«eOem

SOME USZFUL liAJIES LMD ADDRISSES,

Many members have asked how they can contact Directors and other
Officials during the week., 411 enquiries should be addressed to one
of the following as appropriate:

Membership enguiries: ~e “heeler, 5 Cherrywzy, Llton.
ilton 04868,
Sales and Catering: Colin Fuller, 17 Moyfair Avenue, Whitton,
Twickerham, lliddlesex.
Liaison Cfficer: David Vidler, &1 Silverwood Drive,
(Enguiries for all Laverstock, Salisbury Hilts,

Society Groups) -7 - Salisbury 5995.



Press & Public Charles Lewis, 12 Winston Rise, Four Marks,
Relations: Alton, GU34 SHVY,
Medstead 3618

Archivist: John Adens, 'Montello!, Jacklyns Lane,
Alresford, SO024 9LG,
Alresford 2594,

Secretary: F, Clifton Sherriff, Myrtle Farn, Ropley,
' Alresford, S024 OEE.

Ropley 3333,
Y o PR

THLNKS, ..

+«.to the Railway Correspondence and Travel Society, South of England
Branch, (November 16th), the Meon Valley Locomotive Society (December
llthg, and the University of Southampton Transport Society (January
17th), for 2llowing me to talk to their members about our progress

to date.

«+oto BBC Radio Solent for ‘broadcasting an interview concerning
loco. 31874 (December 2u4th),

C.V.L,

LYY o g

FINALLY it is worth repeating the ainms of the M.H.R.P.S. and of our
parent Company, Vinchester & Alten Railway Ltd,

First, to operata a daily diesel pascenger service along the
whole Mid-Hants line.

Second, to operatc stean passenger services a2t wveekends and at
Bank Holidays, for tourist and recreational purposes, between Alton
and Alresford,

With your help we will achieve these objectives as soon as possib?

T o Ty

Produced and published by Mid-Hants Railway Preservation Society Ltd,,
Alresford Station, Llresford, Hants.
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IT'S ALL BAPPENING AT THE CASTLE.

For the benefit of those living outside Hampshire, 'The Castle'
is the headquarters of the Hampshire County Council at Winchester
and within those headquarters the subject of the Mid-Hants Railway
has been raised more and more frequently in the last few weeks.

As many members now know, the Policy and Resources Committee
of the County Council has recommended that British Rail be asked
to sell the 'Watercress ILine', land and buildings to the County
Council. The track, of course, is still 'in situ' following the
decision of the previous County Council to pay British Rail a year's
'rent' of £13,650. It was bPleasing to hear that a further recom-
mendation has been made to continue paying this 'rent' after Sth May,
when the o0ld agreement expires -~ so as to enable negotiations for
purchase to coantinue.

However, there is still much for Winchester & Alton Railway Ltd.,
Directors to discuss with senior Officers at The Castle, but we are
confident of a successful outcome. This action by the Council has
delayed the public share issue but it does mean that the capital
sur required from this issue is likely to be less than originally
anticipated, therefore increasing the chances of our being successful
still further,

Good news has also been received froz the Departnent of the
Environment who have now formaelly approved our plans for both the
diesel and stean services, subject to the statutory inspection of
the whole line prior to re-opening.

0=
WHO'S WHO - IN WINCHESTER & ALTON RAILWAY LIMITED

Many people will have seen the names of one or more Directors
of the parent company in newsletters or in the local press but
several members have asked for a complete list to be published.
The fourteen members on the W. & A. R. board at present are:-

J.T. Taylor, F.C.I.S., A.M.B.I.M. (Chairman)

Local Government Officer.
Simon A.F. Davies (Deputy Chairman) Solicitor.
F. Clifton Sherriff (Secretary)

John Arlott, O.B.E. Author and Broadcaster.
F.H.S. Casey, Assistant Manager -
Stockbroking.

R.C.U. Corbett, B.A.
Colin Fuller, Solicitor.

J. Spencer Gilks, M.Sc., Assoc.Inst.T., A.Inst.T.A., Dip.T.S.,
F.C.I.S., D.M.A., M.I.L.G.A., Local Government/

-1 -



/0fficer, Author,
Extension Lecturer in Transport Studies
London University.

H, Grenside, Company Managing Director,

Precision Engineer.
Charles Lewis, Advertising Executive.
Simon Neave, B.A., Broadcaster.

A.H.G. Preece, F.R.I.C.S., F.R.V.A.
Miss Joan Quennell, M.B.E., J.P., M.P.

Merber of Parliament - Petersfield
Constituency.

Conmpany Director.
David Vidler, A.R.I.C.S.
T.C.B. Williams, F.C.I.S.

Director of several overseas Railway
' Companies.

The latest addition to the board, during March, was a well-
known local figure in the person of Mr. R.C. Uvedale Corbett, of
Ovington House, near Alresford. Mr. Corbett's absorbing interest
has been the collection and restoration of mechanical antiquities,
among which he has owned a nucber of steam engines of wvarious kinds.
He is also president of the Hampshire Narrow Gauge Railway Society
and a member of Lloyds. ’

Elected deputy Chairman of the Winchester & Alton Railway Ltd.,
at a recent meeting of the board, Mr. Simon A.F. Davies, whose home
is at Surbiton, is guiding the Company's progress during the absence
through illness of iss Chairman, Mr., John Taylor. We are happy to
report that Mr. Taylor is making a good recovery and looks forward
to playing an active part in the running of the company once more.

Q==
FRESERVATION SCCIETY BOARD HEWS

A " s € . D R e T P s T e . S T . i S S —

There has also been an eidition to the Board of the Mid-Hants
Railway Preservaticn Society Lti., Mr. John Bunch of Yateley, near
Camberley, who was appointed to the Board at the meeting on
13th April, 1974. He is well-known to many members as being the
" owner of locomotive 31874 at Alresford, and also the owner of West

Country Class locorotive 'Bodmin', number 34016, currently being
restored at Quainton Road, near Aylesbury. :

0=

Saturday, March 16th, saw the arrival of our first 'main-line’
stean locomotive in the form of N Class 2-6-0, 31874. Thanks are due
to John Bunch, who owns it and the shipping coapany '!znar Iine' who
sponsored the move by road from South Wales.: The transport company
responsible for the nmove, Robert Wynn of Newport, must be congratu-
lated on doing a fine job of work. Restoration of the locomotive to
vorking order has started and progress reports will be published in

future issues of 'lid-Hants Fews'.  When restoration has béen completed
the locomotive will be in lined black B.R. livery with the 'lion and
wheel' emblem, plus the name 'Aznar Line'. Aznar are currently

expanding their opcrations in the 3outh following the launching of
the 450~berth Monte Toledo which will go into service between
Southampton and Santander, Spain, in May.

The most recent arrival was on April 16th, when an oil tank
wagon, number 95, was delivered at Alresford from South Western Tar
Distilleries. Built by Hurst Nelson at Motherwell in 1939, this
wagon was.in 'main-line' service until 1968, since when it has been
used internally at the Company's prcrises at Totton, near Southampton.

- 2 -



The wagon was presented on free permanent loan to the South Hampshire
Association of Railway Modellers who in turn have presented the
vehicle to us. The wagon will be kept in its current livery of silver
and red. We thank the Association for this kind gesture and also

Mr. David Hornsby who arranged for the crane to be made available to
assist with loading and unloading.

We hope one of the next arrivals at Alresford will be the S15
class locomotive,. 30506. This 4-6-0 tcnder engine is owned by the
Urie S15 Preservation Group whose members recently held a bollot to
determine which line would becomec its permanent home. Votes were
received for twelve different sites but the M.H.R.P.S. received
50.5% of those cast, 1,238. Second in the poll came the Swanage
Railway (832 votes), third came the Main Line Steam Trust,
Loughborough (165 votes). Negotiations are now in being between the
Urie Group and the M.H.R.P.S. for the movement of 30506 to the Mid-
Hants line and its subsequent restoration and operation. We hope to be
able to publish a history of this loconotive in the next issue but
nany readers will know that 30506 was a very frequent visitor to
Hampshire throughout its working life, being permanently employed
on working freight, and sometimes passenger services, between the
London area and the South Coast. Thanks are due to all those members
of the Urie group who supported our scheme.

Q==

48518 =~ AND ALL THAT

Still on steam locomotives, the last newsletter mentioned
that a Stanier Class 8 freight locomotive (48624) had been earmarked
at Barry for the Mid-Hants Line. On 23rd February, a second
professional examination of this locomotive was carried out. This
resulted in an alternative, similar, locomotive which is in better
mechanical condition being reserved for the line.

The selected locomotive, 48518, was built at Doncaster in 1944
and has no connection with the Southern Region whatsoever, having
spent most of its working life being based at Willesden, London.
The 2-8-~0 wheel arrangement is idecally suited to working passenger
services up Medstead bank. In common with other locomotives at
Barry many fittings were removed long ago but the money raised so
far has bought replacements which are being stored elsewhere at
present. The purchase price of 48518 is £4,000 + V.A.T. Add to
that the cost of transport from South Wales, plus the cost of
restoration, and you get some idea of the task, which increases even
more if the purchase is not made before July when the initial cost
rises from £4,000 to £6,000!

The M.H.R.P.S. board realise the value of this locomotive and
ask anyone interested in helping financially to contact George A.
Gibbins at 19 The Drive, Swaythling Road, West End, Southampton
S03 3AN or David Vidler at 61 Silverwood Drive, Laverstock, Salisbury,
Wiltshire. George and David are both normally at Alresford Station

on Sundays and will be glad to give you wore informatiocn about the
project.

—Q==

TRESPASSERS BEWARE

Although permission has been granted by British Rail for
M.H.R.P.S. members to gain access to the track, under supervision,
to carry out certain tasks, nany local people are seen regularly
walking on the line. It cust be pointed out to these people that
they are trespassing and norc often than not their walking disturbs
the ballast which means more work for us before the line is re-
opened. So unless you have pernission - please keep off!

Much has been said recently about restoring the various stations
on the Mid-Hants Linc. However, in the case of Medstead and
Four Marks, some local members want to dewolish the existing buildings
whilst others favour full restoration of those that still stand. The

reasons behind this are explained by our Licison Director,
David Vidler. -3 -




[GEDSTZAD AliD FCUR DMARILS STATION.

The officid railway survey drawing of lMedstead and Four Marks
Station, dated October 1910, shows a typical small country station
with the main station buildings, goods shed and signal box on the
up platform, a waitiag room on the down platform and the Agent's
house and a cottags detached frowm the station proper. The trackwork
includes a passing loop and goods yard with sidings serving a loading
dock, complete with 3 ton crane and extending across the station yard
to enter industrial preuises adjoining the Agent's house.

‘If the Edwérdidn Surveyor, who prepared this drawing, were to
return to Medstead and Four Marks (o”ay, what would he find?

. The Agent's house, much modernised, still stands occupied by a
railwayman and likely t> remain so. The cottage has been swept away
and recently replaced by a coal yard served by road only. The down-
side waiting room and signal box have been dewolished, reputedly to
forestall the activities of vandals, leaving only the shattered
brickwork of the lockiug roow as evidence of their existence. The
goods shed and stvation offices still stand on the up platform, much
chalked upon and left %to the ravages of the weather with every door
and window broken cpen and weatherboarding stripped from the walls.
The goods sidirge, and possing loop have been removed lcaving only
a single running line, ctrewn with rubbish, lying between platforns
fighting a losing battle against the encroaching weeds. S

Such is the deprecsing snectacle of Medstead and Four Marks
Station today »ut what - the future?

There is a school of thought which says that the best thing we
can do with the Station is vo “ll-doze the remaining platform
buildings and leave nothing to ianterest the vandals. But is this the
best that we can do? Is Four Ilarls such a desperate place that bricks
and mortar camnot t¢ loft ura“terded ir safety? Do the people of
Pour Marks want to Loawd their trains frow barc platforms set in a
rubbish dunp or cz. we a~ouse their latent civie pride to ensure that
these buildings zrc westored and put to some constructive use, :
without fear of cur :fforts being wasted by the destructive instinets
of Four Marks' luaatic {ringc?

Ye should welce ue auy obscervations or suggestions you may have
to help in foruulatiiz our policy for tiae futurc of this Station and
our historians would be interes*ed in any information on the traffic
handled at Medstead arl Four Marks in the past, particularly in the
griginal use of tue rail-cennected industrial rrenises adjoining the
" Station.

+DAVID VIDLER.
-0 -~

EUTLDIVGS GROUF¥ RETCRT,

—— —— - - — -

Since the last report, therce has becn a nost exciting response
to our aspirations of returning the dormant Mid-Hants line back to
work. Until recently, ropair work has been limited but on March 3rd
we obtained a beauti:ul dnuble-faced clock from Winchfield Station
which will be reinstoted at Alresford. This was romoved with on-
thusiastic help and plenty of good huwour, as we cucrged from the
task resembling siir ,cilby Homepride flour graders. However, we mst
thank Paul Phelps for arranging transport and also Francis Casey for
waking the purchase possible.

A great deal ol wourx has also bcen carried out on the roof at
Alresford Station. The timbors cn this roof seem to be in good
condition and the sric~did ncws of our extended lcasc at Alresford

will enable us to purh forward with morce advcenturous projects, such
as:=

1. Reinstating Sta%ion toilets, which arc of paranount
importance. :

2. Repaintirg proporties to their original colours of green
and yellioH, - 4 oo



3. Repairing all rainwater ware and guttering.
4, Rewiring of Station and out-buildings.

Anyone capable of helping in any of these tasks is welcome to
‘join the group. By the way, if anyonc knows wherc we can obtain
two extension ladders, we would like to hear from them too. ' These
are a must before we can start painting. We also need roofing slates
size 24" x 12" or 11" x 22" to carry out repairs to the goods shed
which w¢ now use.

This is only a start as the amount of work in the future will be
considerable. Modifications to various properties clscwhere on the
line will be commenced in duc course and any suggestions will be
welcomed. The work has only just bogun!

KEITH SPRZADBURY
Q==

All APFEAL VITH A DIFFERENCE

Yet another appeal, I'n afraid folks, but this tine, would you
belicve we are not asking for woncy? This time the Locomotive
Departuent fitters want tools and other cquipment. What do we want?

Well, have a look in the potting shed. That rusty old chisel
might be just what we arc looking for. Then heve a look in the garage.
What about that hammer with the broken handle - we could fit a new
handle - and wherc did you put that bench you threw out of the garage
when you bought that longer car last year? Perhaps you own an
engincering works (we always live in hope ~ Ed.) and wouldn't mind
having a look in the corners of your machine shop to see if there is
anything you don't rcally nced. It might be just the thing we are
looking for.

To give you somc idea of our requircucents, herc is a sclection
of items we nced urgently - a strong stcel bench, a couple of bench
vices, B.S.W. spanncrs, a hcavy duty electric drill, plus drills,
taps, dies and rcancrs 3/8" diamotoer upwards. Other uscful items
would bc a beneh grinder, a restorable lathec, darc I say oxy=-
acetylenc cutting and welding gear or cven a £" drive socket sct.

This is far frowm a complctc list because fitters arc a breod
that NEVER havc anough tools! If you have anything you think night
be useful however small it might be - such as a z" Whit. spanner -
or however large - 200 ton gantry cranc - ask for ne most Sundays
at Alresford or ring Bordon 2932 and I will bo plcascd to accommodate

you.,

PETER PARKS
-—0—=

~ ANY MORE FARES PLEASE?
Surrcy _to_Alrcsford in vintage transport.

Some members living in Surrcy way find it difficult getting to
Alrcsford on Sundays with thc comparative lack of busos from Alton,
or moy find it cxpensive using their own transport with pctrol costs
soaring.

On Sunday Junc 2rd, a vintage coach is being made available to
bring necmbers frou Surrcy to Alrcsford - providing therce is
sufficicnt dcmand. The approximate times of departure from various
points arc:~-

Wallington Station........e... .08.3%0
Sutton Station..... sresnsaeas 08,45
Tolworth (Toby Jug)l.ee........09.00
Esher (A3 ncoar station).......09.15
Guildford.............approx. 09.45

Other stops will be wcde according to demand.
The return journcy will lcave Alrcsford at 17.30, thercby giving
- 5 -



nembers taking advantage of this scrvice prlenty of time to do sonme
work as wecll! .

Any nmeober wishing-to usce this scrvice is asked to contact
nember Henry Frampton-Jones at 41 Harrow Road, Carshalton Beoches,
Surrey, tclephonc 01-642 9634, or let the duty Director at Alresford
Station know, any Surday. Failing that, you could ring David Vidler
on Salisbury 5995. 1In any-casc pceople wishing to travel this way
should advisc their wish to do so by iay 19th, at the very latest.
No farcs will be charged but a donation towards oxpenscs would help.

Menbers livirg in the Bourncuouth and Southampton arcas wishing
to makc usc of a similar scrvice frou that dircetion whieh could be
planncd later should writc to the Socicty at Alresford Station or

contact David Vidler ('phonec as above).
~eOmm
A DATE FOR YCUR DIARY

As part of au ‘iLlrcsford Weck' there will be a 'Mid-Hents
Bvening' at the Cowrurity Centre on Wednesday August 28th. Full
details will be given in o -Zuturc newslettor but if anyone hes any
intcresting-.slides, films, black and white photographs or rclics
rclating to the Mid-Hauts line which they could cxhibit, we would
like to hear fror. you now. Letters please to the Station at
Alresford or to tic duty Dircecor there on Sundays.

Whilst orn thc smwbjeect of rolics generally, don't forgot that
our aArchivist, John Adcons, of 'Montcllo', Jucklyns Lane, Alresford
8024 9LG (4lrcesford 25C4) is looking out for anything reclating to
the Mid-Hants linc which coul)d bc of inturest. 4 large anount of
receords relating to the linc over nany years have alrcady been
located ard will fera a uscful basis for our proposcd nuscun,

-—Co=

AFTER THE £10 PENSION
Towe 21 (2MMBERSHIP

With thc continual risc in thc cost of living, tho Mid-Hants
Railway Prescrvation Socicty Ltd., have decided to reduce the annual
subscription for 0ld Agc Pencirners to £1 with innediate offcet.

The support given by pany Scnio- Citizons has beeon much appreciated
and to thosc conccraed we would add that speeial reduced farces arc
Planned when the dicsel services arc restored.

—=Qem
BOOK RIVIZ

'Stcean 74', the book recouncnded in our last neowsletter has
proved very popular with weubers - so nuch so that we have sold out
twice - but copics arc still availadle at 90p. plus 1llip. postage.

To thosc who have rot yot bought a copy, this book lists in over 170
Pagcs cvery priscrvation scheice and privatcely operatcd railway in the
-E., ncarly all ol which arc illustrated. It is cropned with
informaticn ard makes ca ideal guide when visiting othcer parts.of the
country. - 'Stcan 74' publishid by the Association of Railway
Prescervation Socictics: - 90p. .

Recounended this noath is an cven chcaper book but one which
uakes intcresting recoding to thosc who like re-discovering railways
which have alrcady closcd, ‘Discovering Lost Reilways' by
F. G. Cockuan, dcscribos 23 such lincs in its 88 pages which includes
16 pages of intcrcsting photographs.. A. bricf history of cach linc
is included, together with a wap, and a.deseription of rcuaining
relics. Details arc also to be. found of othcr ncarby placcs worth
a visit, plus thc suitability of cach linc. for-wolking. Routcs
described include Guildford - dorshou, Siduouth Jet, - Sidwouth/
Exnouth and Eridge - TFolcgate. 'Discovering Lost Railways®,
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Published by Shirc Publications Ltd., - 40p. plus 8p. postage
if ‘ordcring from the Sales Dept., M.H.R.F.S., 17 Mayfair Avenue,
Whitton, Twickcnhan, Middlesex.

C.W.L.
——0-=
FAPER: TFAPER!

To help raisc funds for the 'Watcreress Lime!, Dick Audsley,
hcad of the Locomotive Department, is collceting ncwspapers and
asks menbers visiting Alresford Station to bring with then any
old papers. Even if you can only give us onc or two, cvery little
helps and the nmoncy reoised will go towards purchasing wvaluable
cquipnent for the linc.

e
WELCOME. ...

. +++.t0 Keith Sprcadbury who has been appointed as head of the
Buildings Group. EKcith has alrcady storted on the long job of
restoring the station buildings ot Alrcsford, so if you are
intercsted in that kind of work, why not couc ard join in?

«....back, to Charles Dcan and John Graham after their unfortunate
accidents.

Qe
M.H.R.P.S. FUND RAISING DRAW.

——

The Socicty's first draw will toke place at Alresford Station
at 3.00 p.c. on Sunday, 25th August, 1974.

The prizes, which arce all cash, arc lafgc enough to be recally
worth winning - the first prizc being £50 and the sccond £25. There
arc also 2 number of other smellor cash prizcs to be won.

Encloscd with this issuc of 'Mid-Hants Nows' is onc book of
ten S5p. tickets. We hope that it should be casy for cvery ncober
to scll at lcast onc of these books, without uuch coffort. Extra
books can be obtained from. Lo Whoecler at 6 Cherryway, Alton, Hants.,
by Jjust scnding a stamped, addreossed cnvelope and a slip of paper
stating how nany books arc wantcd. It would help if the word ‘Draw’
is writtcn on the top left hand corner of your lectter. When the
tickets arc sold, the counterfoils and nmoncy (and any unsold
tickets) should be scnt to Le Vhecler at the address above, to
arrive not later than Saturday, 17th_dugust, 1 74. It is absolutely
csscential th3T fﬁc"counfeffog¥s, ctc., arrivc by The 17th, as any
roceived after that date way not qualify to toke pert in the draw.
Plcasc make all rcuittances payable to 'M.H.R.P.S. Ltd.' Plcasc
make suro that the purcheser's nancs and oddrcsscs arce on the counter
foils and also your own ucubership nusber, as there is a £5 prize
for thc scller of the £50 winning ticket.

This 1s an cxccllent way for overy ucmber to holp raisc funds
for the Socicty, so pleasc rally round and scll as nany tickots as
you possibly can. Thc prizes offcred arc good ones, and the causc
cven better.

-—O—
NEXT STOP - SPRINGVALE

A new nance will soon be found on the reilway nap of Haupshire -
thanks to Winchcster & Alton Railway Ltd. Tiucs of trains calling
at this now Station, between Itchon Abbas and tho Janction with the
oain linc, will by nccessity be geared to conncctions being made
with British Rail trains. Ue would still like to know tho vicws of
people living in that arca, however, with rcgard to the tincs people
wish to travel. '

Cur 'Who? Where? When?' scction in 'Mid-Hants News' Numbor 5
- 92 -



has produced clear cvidence that there is a need for a service to
Alton on Sunday cvehnings, giving an arrival at Yaterloo by 21.00 -
21.30. In addition, a scrvicc on weckdays giving an arrival at
Alton bofore 08.00 will serve a dual purposc, scrving the nceds of
thosc who start work at that hour and also providing a conncction
into a commuter service to London. If anyonme clsc has a particular
neced to be at a ceortain place at a certain tioe, drop us o linc at
Alrcsford Station and we will soo what cen be donc.

——Qes
THANKS. ...

——— ——— ——— -

.... to thc Rotary Club of Alton (March 7th), thc Mcon Valley
Locomdtive Socicty (March 12th), the Southern Countics Railway
Socicty (March 16th) and the Aldershot & North Hants Young
Conscrvatives (April 2nd) for allowing uc to talk to their ncobers
about progress to date.

«es. %o 2ll local papcrs, plus BBC Radio Solcat and Southern
Television, who gave cxccellent coverage to tho arrival of locomotive
31874, on March 1léth.

c‘w.L'
JEo

The Financial position of the Socicty rcuains cncouraging,
espceially with the continued influx of ncow menbers., The Works Train
Appcal, which is now closcd, raiscd just over £200. The Share
Donation Appcal, which is still very much currcnt, has now topped
the £1,600 nark and we hopc £2,000 will ‘be rcached soon. The sales
of souvenirs arc inercasing and if you have not yot visited our 'shop!
which is located in thce Parccls Roor at thc Station, you arc welcone
to do so and to inspccet our incrcasing rangc of goods. A word of
thanks to tho ladics, who work so hard in the 'shop'. We do

~appreciate their cfforts on the Socicty's behalf.

You will have rcad carlicr in this Newslctter, the article by
Keith Spreadbury and now that we have greotly cxtended our lotting
at 4Llrecsford Station to includce the wholc of the nain ‘Station -
‘building, thce Goods Shed cnd sonc of the other out-buildings, we
have virtually unlindtced tasks available -for voluntcor workers and
if you arc. intcrested in helping, Keith Sprceadbury will be' only
too pleascd to hcar frow you. '

Colin Fulicr.

G Y
STOP PRESS
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Sincc.comneneing production of this Newsletter we have heard
that thc County Council havc ratificd the rccouncndations of the
Policy and Resources Counittee rcferrcd to carlicr. Let us hope
the day trains run again is now not so far away and doubtless our
Porcont Company can now finalisc the detzils of the pending Sharce
Issuc and wc will notify you as to the final arrangeiients as soon
as wc¢ can.

JR o V.

OUR NZXT ISSUE

'‘Mid-Hants Ncws' number 7 is plannced for publicotion on lst
fugust although we may bring out an 'extra' for you if thore is
iuportant ncws in the ncantiuc. In any casce, we would likc to hcar
frou you, our ncmbers. What do you think of the Newsletter? What
do you think about our progroess to date? If you would like to have
an articlc or letter considered for publicotion send it to me, Charles
- Lewis at the address on Page 1.

——————- 0
Produccd and published by Mid-Hants Railway Prescrvation Society Ltd.,
Alrcsford Station, Alrosford, Hants,
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Editor: Charles Lewis,
12 Winston Rise,
Four liarks,
Alton, GU3L SHW,

GOTIIG PUBLIC THIS AUTUIMI?

Providing negotiations with Zritish Rail are sufficiently
advanced, it is the intention of Vinchester & Alton Railway Ltd., to
g0 public this Autumn. The board is using every efford to expedite
matters to achieve this end. ‘

The Directors appreciate the enxiety of the many members of
the public who wish to subscribe but o stone will be left unturned
to obtain this contract so as to enable this share issue to take
place.

——=Qm -

LT ALRESFORD

A start was made during liay on the long job of restoring X
Alresford Station. This followed a generous gesture by Berger Paints
who donated several gallons of the right coloured peint, lany
visitors to the station have remarked on the improvement to be seen
in all directions. The signal box has been receiving its first paint
for about twenty years and a start hes been made on repainting signal
posts, railings, notices and internal and external walls,

The internal telephone system now functions thanks to Chris
Ball and friends - you can't dial Lustrelia yet but a start has heen
" made with & direct line to the Goods Shed! 4 Post Office telephone
will have been installed withixn the nex:i fevw weels alloving members
to call and be called.

, The Buildings Group has been kept occupied and has completed
the re-instatement of the public toilets on the up platform, whilst
the 5., & T. merbers heve been refurbishing the signalling equipment
and giving everything an overhaul.

llotes on the recernt progress of the Locomotive Group appear
later in this llewsletter but pride of place is being taken by the
I Class 31874, As a result of a lot of hard work, progress with
restoration has been repid and it is likely that the 'hydraulic!?
boiler test will be taking place at about the time you read these
notes, A mention ought to be mede here of Ron Hack, one of our

stalwart members who has spent countless hours working on this
locomotive.

Thanks to Steve Tull (and Southern Gas) the station has just
been converted to natural gas following the repairs carried out
during June to several leaks in the station area, Finally, the
flower beds are still being looked after but if eny members feel
that they have 'green fingers'! we'll soon find you a Jjob to do.

[EXPY ¢ NP

{ TIT TOWN

seseesWO hear that this year's Llresford Show is on Saturday, 7th
veptember, in Tichborme Parlt, This is well worth a visit and when
you go, look ouvt for our s*and.

2efore that, Llresford Comaun ty Veelk 1is taling place from
-1l ~



iugust 24th to 31st. The high point of the week as far as we are
concerned is on Yednesday 28tk August, at 7.30 p.m. vhen "Our Water
cress Line" is the subject of a talk being given in the FPhair Eall
of the Community Cexuntre. It is koped to have one or two of our
archives or display and we hope members living in the area will come
along.

Anongst other events that week will be an illustrated talk on
"0ld Pubs of Alresford" on Tuesday 27th August, at 7.30 p.m. in the
Phair Hall, No doubt this will raise some interest - and a thirst!

Conducted tours of Alresford's llatural History will be starting
from the Community Centre on 23th, 29th and 3Cth August, at 10,30 a.m,

---0---

PLPER ALPPEAL SUCCISS

The appeal for old newspapers and magazines has been an instant
success., Dick Audsley reports that over £50 was raised from the
first collection of 3 tons 12 cwt. and that more paper is being
collected all the time. Useful equipment is being bought with the
proceeds but the &ppeal is nov a permagent one, so please try and
bring some old papers vhen you next pay us a visit. {Ye'll let
you keep 'the !'iid-Eants News' though!)

—--o---
THE 1'14ID-HAITTS! SPOIISCRED WALX
Sunday 22nd Septeaber.

- D D D A P P W W W -

One of the most pleasant ways of raising noney for the Society
i3 going to take place soon. The first sponsored walk takes place
on 22nd September and members and their friends will be able to
take & pleasant wallk through the countryside near iLlresford which.
will raise valuable money for the Society. 4. walk which starts and
finishes at Alresford is plamned and is 10 miles jin length. However,
it is felt that as the route is so attractive, many will want to try
the reverse direction as well thereby completing 20 miles and raising
twice a3 much money!

All those interosted should contact John Turner at 11 Ettrick
Court, Cross Street, Farnborough, Hampshire {tel: Farnborough 41594),
Ve also require volunteers to act as marshalls along the route.

[EPUIRY o Ny

IITTRODUCIIIG THZ AVIIIGTOH! ERANCH,
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Y must confess that until earlier this year, I didn't know a
branch line had existed from the Didcot, lewbury & Southamptorn line
at Winchester to Avington Park although, like mweny other people.

I suppose, I was familiar with the beehive-topped embanknert near
the Victoria Hospital just east of Yinchester on the 3 3404,

. 48 Editor of the llewsletter for the Southempton University
Industrial Archaeology Group, I asked Charles Lewis to write an
article on the lidd Hants line for our Lpril edition and he
accompanied this with a rough map of what I was to show in the area,.
"Abandoned line to Avington" labelled a slightly curved line
branching off the D, Il & S, and after enquiring I found this was
shown in 2 report published by /inchester oz the 13, Ilone of oy
maps had the line or any evidence of it. Zuckily, working at the
Ordnance Survey I have access to & lot of material not generally
available to the public and I was fortunate to dig up some fiold
Plots of the early 305 at &' scale which marked most of the course
of the line as "Tk of old Rly". Any missing bits were fairly easy to
sketch in,

In T.3, Sands' Oakwood Press book on the Didcot, ilewbury &
Southampton Railway a paragraph deals with this branch line. He states
(referring to the 1514-18 war) "4As the war proceeded, three large
capps grew up at Avington TFark, Vinnall Down, and lorn Eill in the
angle formad by the D, I 2 S and the iAlton branch of the L.S.7.R.
north-east of Uinchester. In 19182the War Office decided to provide



provide rail access to the caaps Dy duilding a line to connect with the
D,lI. & 5. just north of Yinchester tunnel. The Jjunction was put in on
20th October, 161 and from there the railway ran eastwards through a
valley now blocked by the embankment carrying the Winchester bypass
road, reaching eventually a point about 3 miles distant in Avington
Park. Tt was worked by an engine stationed specially for the duty at
Bar *nd shed, and remained in use until the camps were closed in
1Tovember, 1520.-.

The "about three miles distant in Lvington Park" is the part I
haven't yet figured out ... perhaps someone nearer at hand or with
access to better information could work this out. On the §" field plot
the line is easily traced to what is now Pits Farm, but this is only
2% pmiles, 4 further i mile would still not take it right into
Lvington Park although what would seem to be & contemporary track
certainly leads in the right direction., There is a well~defined l-C
ecbankment at this point but this 1is pre-1500s. :

That's all the historical data I can offer, poached from others'
investigations. Geographically I can explair perhaps a little more
from map evidence and from visits, :

The junction with the D, N. & S. 1is a little north of the tunnel
in Vinchester, vhich is now in the middle of a housing estate,

(SU 490298), 4 slight curve to the eastern fence just north of a -
footbridge is the only remaining sign of this, A4 childrens'play area
lies .on_the course of the line in this large estate which has
obliterated the first + mile or so of the single-track branch., It
seems to have been in a slight cutting along this portion which was
later used as a track before the builders arrived. This track
continues on the east side of the 43L after passing under it, and

goes in a slightly north of east direction for + mile before gradually
curving southwards to pass west of innall Down Ferm. Jnother curve
eastwards takes it parallel to the 33404, with the siding to Victoria
‘Hospital coming off at the southermost extreme (approx. SU 507296)., It
is8 inmpossible to tell from the map exactly the course of this curve

or most of the siding, but it would appear from the angle of the
existing embaniment that the engine would have to reverse towards the
hospital if it was running engine-first from inchester. After the
line crossed a minor road, a farm now on part of it, a slight but very
clear embankment can be seen taking the line parallel with this road in
a NE direction.

Beside larkwhistle Farm (CU 515302) is possibly the best remains
on the line, A large embankment lies beside the road and curves behind
the farm. The exbankment is higher than the road, but not high enough
to go over it, so it's anyone'’s guess what happened at this point! ZXart
of the embanlment behind the farm has been cut down flat and the chalky
coloured soil shows its progress a little further. TIrom this point o
earth-works were necessary and only a few bushes sihow where it was, 4Lt
larkwhistle Farm the line turned to a SZ direction and then a sharp bend
toolx it to ITT once more, Gexzerally the whole line follows the contours
round, ’ .

Lt the 2% nile mark is now Pits Farm (5U 5232$8), Originally there
had been &2 chalk pit here (now nidden iz a small wood). The canp was
Just to the west of the pit where some of the farm outhouses now stand.
The line skirted the southerm tip of the pit. 4 continuation from here
to Avington Park would have taken & slightly north of IIf direction and
then curved round to Il and 1YY, depending on how far it went,

It's quite amazing exactly how much of this small temporary branch
line has remained to the present day although the 43 will take another
chunk out of it and probably some time in the future Uinchester will
expand further,

I wonder how many other lines like this are waiting for soneone
to explore them?

ANGELL EDEN.
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IIZISERSHTIP 1ISWS

This issue brings new membership cards for many mexbers - all those
who have renevwed their subscriptions end whose numbers are lower than
924, will find one enclosed. liembers with numbers above this figure
have already been issued with thesnew type of card, as will all guture

- - members,



The new cards are of a heavy material which we expect to stand up to
several years “of use, They will be renewed by means of a sélf-adhdsive
printed label which will be sent ‘on receipt of the ennugl subsc:iption,
and which can be fixed to the back of the card to update it for a further
yvear, No other form of receipt’ ‘will be sent unless it 4is specifically
requeated, as it has been found essential to reduce the effect of "writers
cramp'. ‘With the recent increase in the cost ‘of postal ‘services, a
stamped, addressed envelope would be much appreciated and would also
alleviate the affliction mentioned earliex

Please take care of the cards (scveral menbers have told ‘me that
they are unable to find them) and get to know your membership number,
as if you visit the railway, you may be asked for it by one of the
Society's Officers. 3Better still, have your card with you on auach
occasions, so that it can be shown if necessary.

Now, a.bit of a bleat about changed addresses. A number of cases
have occurred in the last few months of renewal slips being received
which carry a name I know but where the address is quite different.

This means a lettér to this person, asking if he is the Mr, XXX who
lived at XXX? which adds to the paperwork involved in keeping the
Society's records straight. It would be very nuch appreciated if any
member who moves would drop 2 line to 6 Cherryway, Alton, Hampshire
with both the old and the new addresses clearly listed, ensuring that
the member atill gets the 'lMid-Hants llews! without delay,

Finally, the appeal for help in running the nembership side of the
Society resulted in offers from ceveral kind members but despite much
deep thought, no reliable way that the job might be separated could.be
found., However, many thanks to those helpful people who offered their
assistance, and also to Mrs. Paulette Spreadbury, who, although living

in Southampton, offered to take dictation and type any 1etters involved
in membership metters.

LE VHEELER
Mexbership Secretary.

---o——-

'THE ARCHIVEG!

The Archives are contained at the coment in & number of boxée
and suitcases in my shed. It is impossible, of course, for members to
examine the material at present, but when we have the space to exhibit
I am sure you will find much of great interest.

The Board will decide where our ruseum is to be permanently
‘Jocated and presumably they have & site in mind in’ or near Alresford
Station. However, there are suggestions that the Alresford Engine
House in Broad Street, at present being vacated by the Vater Board
be used as -an Alresford lMuseun and a section of this set aside for
the Mid-Hants would, in my opinion, be of great value in preserving
the links between the citizens of Alresford and District and their
railway. These are already very strong and the £ngine House, is, after
all, only a few hundred yards from the Statiom. {Incidentally, the
course of the old private Rodney railway runs just behind it). The
Engine House is controlled by the Town Trustees and as I happen to be
one of them, I find that I an helping to make a decision on something
I proposed in a private capacity about six years ago! ' _

To get back to what we have, 3By far the largest 'haul' was
ancovered when the Goods Shed at Alresford Station was opened a few
weeks ago. lMuch was in bad condition due to damp and dirt but I ao
cleaning ‘it up as fast as I can and it is well worthwhile. The bulk
of the documents date from the late forties and fifties and include
train books, consignment notes and a large number of conplaints
regarding non-arrival of freight, mainly watercress, and the action
taken, There are also other items such as daspatch notes for brood
pares in the early thirties, a Rate 3ook (L.S5.'.R,) dated 1893 with
subsequent amendmernts, counter books, parcels books and some staff
nemoranda concerning allowance of uniforms during the post second world
war years when clothing ratioring ‘was still in force.

I would like to thank lir, Small, Mr. Dye, Mr. P. idams, Mr. Uest
and others for 21l their information and help, Almost everything
received so far concerns work and operations at Alresford., I should
like to receive material concerning the other three stations, In general
we have NO photographs of the line, although a few are in prospect, and
only a small number of tickets which I used and fortunately kept.

Can any other members help with further :Ln:f’:::rt::a{:ic:;nr‘}.c‘,_m ADANS



L8518 - AL PROGREIS REPCRT

Members will have seer in the previous 'Mid-IJants llews' that our
effort to preserve Stanier 2-3-0 locomotive 4851C is now well under way.
The Treasurer for this fund, George Gibbins toolz time off from counting
donations recently to sar that £1,500 had now beex raised - which means
that a further £5,5C0 is needed. The basic purchase price has risen
from £4,000 to £6,C00 since tue last newsletter!

Remember, this is your one chance to help preserve a locomotive
for the line as it is expected that the other locomotives to arrive
will either be owned by individuzls {as is 31874) or other engine-
owning societies {such as the Urie S135 Preservation Group with 30506).

It has been decided that the locomotive will be named ‘ilresford!
after restoration and thet the livery will rewmain black, A donation
of £50 entitles that person tc a !'vote! in the future operation of
48518 plus a certificate, Donations of £5 upwards will also qualify
for a certificate but &ll dona%tions haowever cm2ll will be welcomed by
George A, Gibbins at.19 The Drive, Sweythling Road, West End,
Southampton, 503 34ll, Cheques/pnstal orders should be made payable
to the '48518 Group',

FUPRYSY ¢ ZEpe

‘30505 ~ AITD TEE 'LOVZE 4 KILE' SCHEME

Final negotiations are now taliing place between the Urie 515
Preservation Group &nd the I,H.,R.?.S. for the restoration and operation
of this locormotive. IKeanwhile, efforts have been made by the Urie
Group to raise the £1,500 nea2ded to pay for the move by road fronm
Barry to Alresford by means of & 'Move & {ile! scheme. On the basis
that every mile of this jcuraney will cost over £6, the passage at the
amonment has been guarantced as far as a ley-by near Newport, in Gwentl

To reise the balance, a sponsored cycle ride has been arranged
for the August 3Bank Holidiy voeeliend - from Barry to Llresford, a toteal
of 214 miles. This event hac Leen nis!maobed !Cycle a liile to lMove a
Mile' and the route tazen will fouilow as near as possible that to be
taken by the locomotire, ALbout twenty mzmbers of the Urie Group will
cycle in relays end tkheir Hon. Se-ratary {Roger Hardingham) is due to
ride the last lap to Llrecford Station, frriving at 4 p.m. on August,
26th, 4s the cost of this move is likely to be fimally reached by
this ride, it is hoped that many liid-Hants members will welcome Roger
when he arrives - no buckets of water, plaase! ’

cameCmne

Ol THE SES

The inauvgural vintage ceach run was a success when it ran fronm
Ylallington, Surrey to iLlresford on Sunday 2nd June, Several members
took advantage of this facility and the next run is booked for Sunday
Lth Lugust. 4Although this is skhort notice, you can book a seat on this
coach by contacting Henry Framptoan-Jones at 41 Harrow Road, Carshalton
3eeches, Surrey {tel: 01-542 ¢63L). The approximate times of departure
are as before:~ ‘/allington Station 08,30, Sutton Station 08.45,
Tolworth {Toby Jug) €9.00, Tsher (43 near 3.R. Station) 09.15,
Guildford 09.45, Other stopc will be made as required.

The return Jjourmey leaves Alresford at 17,.3C and as previously,
& donation towards expenses would help. It is likely that additional
runs over the same rouve will ve made later and it is probable that a

similar service could run from Bournemouth via Southampton - interested
mecbers please note.

Y, Y

CLARIAGE AITD UAGCH IIOTES

[]
-
- e T Em e Y - - - -

The aim of this department will bte, initially, to purchase coaches
and wagons from 3ritish Rail and other sources., TFollowing that, all
stock will be restcred tc first-class coxndition,

Llthough the department hes not generzlly been busy lately, all
members interested in +this type of werl are invited to attend a meeting
at Alresford Station on Swiday Septembaer 8tk a% 3 p.m. Basically,
anyone with a knowledge of cozch Duiliding and repairs, general painting,
carpentry, sign writing or general engineecring will be welcome.

-5



Already, the tank wagon at Alresford is being restored and with
several more items of rolling stock 1likely to arrive in the Autumn,
this meeting is being called to get a cormittee formed with the
intention of setting up regular working parties. Thanks must go here
to Tom Taylor who has covered many miles already locating suitable
items of rolling stock for the line.

PO o Ty

LOCOHOTIVE GROU? COMMITTEE NOTES

4t a meeting of this committee recently, it was decided that future
working parties on the two tank locomotives would be organised by
Peter Parks, David Xnight and Ron lieal, one at least of whono would be
present when any work was being done. 4 roster will be finalised
shortly. Also, a system of recording each job done will be started
in an attempt to ensure that nothing is missed - and nothing
duplicated. It was noted that the tool appeal had been successful and
that)all the tools received were being sorted and listed (see next
itenm .

Dick Audsley and Julian Twyman have made progress with the
compilation of the Society rule book. liany espects of future
operation were discussed and it was agreed that the meeting had been
constructive. The date of the next meeting was set for 2and September
but your scribe has just noticed with sone trepidation that this is
his wedding anniversary so that date way be altered to Sth September,
or perhaps our friendly Solicitor could defend him in the divorce Courts!

P' P.

FOPEIRY o Py

THE TCCL APPEAL.
P.P, writes:

The tool appeal has been very successful and we now have & fairly
comprehensive range of tools to use, I would like to point out that
we have received several ¢ B.S,Y. spanners but nobody has given us a
gantry crane - which is thought to be due to the current econonic
climate!! Seriously though, I would like to extend our thanks to
everyone who has helped; it is 2ll useful, I would add that we will
ultimately have to equip a teum of fitters so we still want anything
in the way of tools that can be donated. Ve still particularly need
& steel bench and & heavy duty electric drill,

L 20Y ¢ T

Many members in the S.!, London and Surrey areas will be interested
to Joiow that the !Talking of Trains! evening classes are being held
agein this Autumm. A4lso of interest is the fact that the Lecturer,

J. Spencer Gilks, is a Director of iachkester & flton Railway Ltd,

'TALXTHG OF TRAINS!

Ls traffic congestion increases in cities and in holiday areas
at weekends in terms of vehicles and cost, so the freedon of the train
and the right of way it possesses irto city centres and resorts grows
in importance, This theme and the rostalgia of branch lines and stean
trains long ago make up an evening class to Ye run for 24 weelits on
veekdays at 15.15 from 2and October at the Adult Zducation Centre,
Surbiton Hill Road, Surbiton, Surrey. The spomsors are the WELA and
the lecturer J, Spencer Gilks 5¢.,, £CIT,, DipTS. The course will be
fully illustrated with colour slides, filns and tape recordings.

ceeOmen

The Society's first major reffle looks as if it will be a great
success - all the legally permitted ticlcets have boeen Printed and have
been distributed to the Society's members, Indeed, requests for yet
oore books are received almost daily but we are regretfully unable to
issue any more without breaking the laws which control these affairs.

A large number of counterfoils and the appropriate funds have
already been received and more arrive every day but there are still
& lot to come. Romenber, the draw takes place on Monday, 26th August,
at 3 p.n. at our HS at Alresford (1I0T as in the last Mewsletter, which



in error said Sunday 25th). It is obvious that if your counterfoils
etc., arrive too late, your tickets will not be able to take part in the
draw, so don't delay, send then TODAY!

A few members have returned the Books sent to them, as they do not
wish to take part in gambling of any kind and we would like these people
to know that we respect coopletely their feelings on the matter. ‘e
vwill do our best to see that rno ticlets for future raffles are sent to
ther and a careful note of their names has been made to this end. It
is clear that some mexbers have really ‘'gone to town' in selling the
tickets and we would like to say how much their efforts ere appreciated
as are those of all members who have assisted in this way. The.result
of the draw will be notified to the lucky winners by post, as quickly
as possible after it takes place and a full list of winners publiﬁhed
in the next issue of 'liid-Hants Ilews!'.,

' To finish, we invite you to let us have your suggestions as. to the
best interval between these fun-raising raffles -~ & months - 8 momths -
a4 year? ‘hat do you suggest?

L= WHEELER.
Pronoter.

PRSI o Ppp

THE LATEST ARRIVAL.

June 9th saw tue arrival of a Yickham engineers trolley, TP57P,
at Alresford, thanks to Steve Ryder who arranged the road transport
from Worcester. Although in a semi-derelict condition on arrival, the
trolley will soon be restored to working order following much hard
work by members who are overhauling the 1323 c¢.c. JAP V-twin engine
and refurbishing the bodywork.

L

MEDSTEAD AND FCUR MARKS STATIOIN
- THE FUTURE

The article in ‘lid-Hants llows' number 6 on this station brought
forth a sizeable reaction, mostly from people living some distance
fron the place in question., However, nearly all wanted the station
buildings restored to their original condition as far as possible and
this we will endeavour to do when we gain possession of the line.

ce=Oama

'"Tom' Reolt died in May. Known to railway people the world over
as an author of railway histories, his book on Brunel is one of the
finest technical histories ever written. His oft quoted chapter on
runaway locomotives in 'Red for Danger! provides just the right
anount of humour to temper a serious subject. It is not generally _
realised amongst railway enthusiasts that, besides railways, he
became involved in wmany other aspects of what is now generally known
as industrial archaeology. In fact, he could be described as the true
father of it,

. - Among his railvay activities, he is most well known for founding
the Talyllyn Railway Preservation Society, He then became that
railway's General lManager for two years. He was also a vice-President
of thﬁ llewcomen Society and founded the Inland Waterways Association
in 1945,

L great enthusiast for vintage sports cars of the 'right' type,
he joined the Vintage Sports Car Club as long ago as 1935. A
venerable 12/50 Alvis was almost his sole transport since then. One
could go on and onj in fact it is difficult to attribute so many
achievements to one man. Xowever, his activities in the vintage car
world are being rewarded. It was he who first suggested to the Bugatti
Owners Club the potential of..that now famour hill climb at Prescott.
The B,0.C, is launching an appeal for a mercorial to him to take the
form of an amenity at Prescott, Donations toi- Tom Rolt Memorial
Fund, J...ﬂillis, Esq., Barclays Bank Ltd., 153 Sloane Street, London,

S.¥W.1,.
P.p.

Y, W
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CONGRATULATIONS. .4 s
eses to Bill Moore who recently became & Councillor on the Rushmoor
District Council at Aldershot. Unfortunately, Bill will be unable to.
continue as Head of the Fermanent Way Department due to his Council

work but we wish him well in his new role and thank him for the hard
work put in for the Society.

[PQRPY ¢ FEpEE

THANKS., ..

+ess to the Border Forum at Rowledge for allowing me to talk to their
members on 2nd May and thanks also to the many groupe and Societies
who have invited me to talk to then over the next two months.

eess to those who have supplied me with notes and articles for this
issue. I always welcome articles from members on subjects which will
be of interest to others but have to apologise to some for not being
ablo to fit all the contributions in., However, keep writing, there's
plenty of space in issue number 81

PR ¢ TP

SOME USEFUL MAMES AND ADDRESSES
It is six months gsince we published a list, so with new members

joining all the time, it seems an opportune moment to bring this up
to date.

liembership enquiries:- Le theeler, 6 Cherryway, Alton, Hampshire,
(Alton 84998).
Liaison Officer:- David Vidler, 61 Silverwood Drive,
laverstock, Salisbury, Wiltshire.
(Salisbury 5595%).

Press enquiries:- Charles Lewis, 12 Vinston Rise, Four Harks,
Alton, GU34 S5HW (Medstead 3618).
Archivist:= John Adams, 'Montello!', Jacklyns Lane,
Alresford, SO24 9LG. (4lresford 2594).
Secretary:=- F, Clifton Sherriff, liyrtle Farm, Ropley,

Llresford, 5021} ouho
(Ropley 3333).
48518 Group:- George A. Gibbins, 19 The Drive, Swaythling
Road, West End, Southampton, SO03 34N,
. (Vest End 7&635.
Vintage bus service:- Henry Fraopton-Jones, 41 Harrow Road,
Carshalton Beeches, Surrey. (0l-642
9634).
Sponsored walk:~ John Turner, 11 Ettrick Court, Cross Street,
Farnborough, Hampshire (Farnborough 41594).

U o P

CHECK LIST OF DATES.

Saturday August 24th, Alresford Community Association Gala.

Monday August 26th, (Bank Holiday). Summer Draw at ilresford Station

(3 pem.)
Fnd of Cycle ride fron Barry = Urie S15 Group
P.d.

H29532952-53§233-3§E§' tOur WVatercress Line ! talk. Phair Hall
Community Centre, Alresford (7.30 p.m.s
Saturday September 7th. Llresford Show, Tichborne Park,

Carriage & Wagon Group lHeeting, Alresford
_ Station (3 p.3.)
Sunday 3Jeptember 22nd. Sponaored VYalk, Alresford Station.

Saturday Hovember 2nd:.  second innual Firework Display.

P ¢ P

THE MNEXT ISSUE..'

This will probably announce the exact date of the Vinchester & Alton
Railway Ltd. share issue and give details of our plans to re-instate
diesel and steam passenger services to the "Vatercress" line. Ve will
send this issue to you as soon a3 possible after the date has been
decided upon. www(o==

Produced and published By Mid-fiZnts Bailway Preservation Soclety Lid.,
tlresford ggaggon, Alrestord, Hants. - on So y ’



MID-HANTS NEWS

Issue Number 8

ditor:s Charles Lewis,
12 Winston Rise,
. oo Four Marks,
November, 1974, Alton, GU 34 5HW,.

WATCH THE POST |-

R el e L L Y

Every member who has received this Newsletter through the post
will, 4t is hoped, shortly be receiving another communication -
the prospectus for the ¥Winchester & Alton Railway Ltd., share issue.

It is planned that this issue will commence as soon &8s possible.

To support this, an intensive publicity campaign will be mounted
including advertising, in both national and local papers, posters and
a door to door distribution of explanatory leaflets to all houses
near the line., If you want us to send an extra prospectus to a
friend or relative, let us know noW¥.

It goes without saying that this is your one chance to save the
Mid-Hants Railway and we trust that you will all give us your full
support at a time when we need it most. Included in the assets will
be all the land associated witly this line thereby giving you - our
most loyal supporters - more underlying security for your money.

Support us now and in return we will fulfil our aims of providing
a daily diesel passenger service along the whole Mid-Hants line and
tourist steam services over part of the line at weekends.

SO s P

FROM THE PRESERVATION SOCIEZTY CHAIRMAN
~ Colin Fuller

Ve have almost reachzd the turning point in the history of our
Society and the project to re-open the Mid-Hants Rajlway. The
forthcoming share issue has been sat to raise a very formidable sum
indeed. However, taking into account the support the project has
received both locally and nationally, we are very hopeful that the
necesgssary funds will be forthcoming. o

e are all aware of the present economic difficulties, but this
is a time for positive, forward thinking. Can we afford to see
another busy local line close for ever at a time when private
transportation costs continually increase and the local bus company
experience difficulties in maintaining their services? So far, we
have received a total of £1,760°27p. in respect of our associated
Donation Appeal for funds which the Society will use to buy shares
in Winchester & Alton Reailway Ltd., For the benefit of new members,
the details of the Donation Appeal are as follows, The minimum
subscription to our parent company is likely to be £10 and it was
felt that some people might not wish to commit themselves to this
amount but would still like to help financially. Accordingly, any
such person can send his c¢r her donation by remittance made payable
to "M.H.R.P.S, Ltd." direct to our 3ankers, Barclays Bank Ltd.,
East Street, Alresford, Hampshire, using the enclosed form,

We will acknowledge the donation and also issue a Certificate
of Support after the Share Issue has succeeded. The Certificate will
have no financial value, other than as a collectors item. 1In the
highly unlikely event of failure, all monies will be refunded in full,

It is now for the public and the Society's members to say how
much further the project is to proceed by their support of the Share
Issue and Donation Appeal, Tho Boards of both the Society. and the
parent company are confident we will succeed and the Directors will

take all necessary steps to rastore train services at the earliest
possible moment. T o PP



CUR ouw 1975 CALLNDAR
The 1975 Watercress uine Calendar is a must for all those who
support our project and spend 65p., or more on Christmas presentsl!
Now, be honest, that includes all of you, so next time you visit

Alresford Station, why not call in at our Shop on the Up Platform
and buy one ... or two?

The thirteen black and white photos show various 'Mid-Hants!'
views taken since 1965 and show such locomotives as 'Evening Star!
and 'Clan Line! on one hand and the last regular service B.R, diesel
on the other. 3By the way, we must apologise to thoss who ordered
early and had to wait but deliveries vwere delayed by an apparent
shortage of spiral binders,

"The 1975 Watercress Line Calendar', price 65p. ~ or 75p. by
post from the Society &t Alresford Station.

P, Y

NEWS FROM THE BOARDS.

At the August Board Meeting of YWinchester & Alton Railway Ltd.,
an additional director was appointed in the person of Mr, Hugh
Davies of Godalning, Surrey. Iir, Davies has had over twenty years
experience of railway preservation and has recently returned from
the continent where he was actively engaged with successful
preservation schemes in Austria and Yest Germany. He is &lso -
Chairman of the Railway Enthusiasts Club at Farnborough, an
organisation which may well provide a great deal of additional
volunteer support to the Mid-Hants line,

~ In addition, lr, David Vidler, on: of the original directors
of the Mid-Hants Railway Preservation Society, has been appointed
Deputy Chairman of that Compary.

U, J

THE 'WICKHAM' TROLLEY
Visitors to Alresford Lately'may well have noticed a2 group of
members hard at work in th? Goods Shed busily restoring the ‘ickham

17/A engineers trolley, the arrival of which was recorded in the
last Newsletter.

Cur trolley, TP57?, was delivered new to the Inverness depot.
of the L,¥,S, on May 10th,. 1934, At that time it was fitted with
a.twin cylinder 1323 c.c. engine and a folding canopy. Not many
trolleys were built with this feature and it may have been confined
to.those delivered to the L,1.S. TP57P has since been rebuilt with
a conventional roof,

Trolleys of this type were built as an alternative to American
designs used by the British Railways, notably for the L.N.E.R.,
for their recently mechanised maintenance gangs. At the time.
1100 ¢.c. J.A.P, engines vere in use but the 1323 c.c. engine with
thrust bearings in the rear of the crank case to take the thrust of
the friction drive were designed and used in the early 1930's, About
300 of the 17/A version were supplied to the L.N.E.R, and smaller
numbers to the other railways. In addition, hundreds were sent

overseas to the British owned railways in South America, where many
are still in use.

: The trolley at Alresford is owned by Peter Moore, who purchased

it in poor condition for £4C, D. Vickham & Co.; very kindly donated
plans, photographs and other information, including the cowpany crest,
and sold us new roofing material in order that members of the Locomotive
and Carriage & Yagon Dopartments night restore it as soon as possible,
Timber for the new bodywork was purchased on behalf of the Presgervation
Society by John Graham and taken to Alresford on the 214 bus, The

wood fregquently included 8 ft. planks and large sheets of chipboard.

At that time John was s*;ll on crutches following his accident earlier
in the year and his getting on and off the bus naturally led to sooe
entertaining scenes for other pessengers and some funny looks from
drivers! :

-As a result of this work, the trolley, which has been named
2.



'Engineer', may well be the first vehicle to run under its own power
on the Mid-Hants line when such movements become possible.

In the meantime, work is being completed, though with the
ending of British Summer Time we were grateful to Dave LEvans for
getting the lights working again.

MARTIIT COLLIER

YSREY o pupn

THE !'OTHER' ALRESFORD RAILJLY

It is not widely known outside Alresford that another railway
was once to be found near the town. The Rodney private railway was
built by the Rodney fawily between 1840 esnd 1850 at a cost of
£70,000 and took two years to complete, It is thought to have run
for approximately 1% miles round Alresford Pond, but no authentic
records remain, However, & diary now in the possession of
Dr. P. Lyndon Skeggs, late of Cardew Houts, Alresford, refers to
the railway and the copy below, is ms far as possible, an exact
replica of the original with punctuation, paragraphs, ect.

Rail, .
1st. £ miles round the 2. ch. cutting.

2nd, Tunnel 21 yd 75 yards Long Gap (?) under the trees by side of
Turnpike Road about 50 llavvys employed {and) 2% years to make
Brick Tunnel about 7ft High 6§ wide llane of Engin Formidable

lade by J. Warner & Co,, London the largest Ingin took the 2
outside rails (smaller 7) coal,

Outside and Middle Rail

To Get the Level with bottom of Tunnel or the lower side of head.ow
Strong Piers about 8ft long was drove down and all the chalk out and
put 3etween the piles to nmake & firm foundation all along by the
large Zlm trees also a copper furnace used for getting hot water.
About ten carriages and trucks would hold & persons each would go
round should think from twenty to 25 miles an hour one day had an
accident 1 lot ran off the line down into the water nmeadow but
luckily (?) enough to go down by one of the large elo trees so that
pulleys could be used to get it up Sometimes the Engineer used to
cone down if obliged to be repaired in London it had to be sent by
Yr, Vines 6 & 8 horse wagon with 2 Large Horn Lanthorns hung on by
Hooks, and driven by a man commonly nalled Cld Jimmey Collyer and
George Wiltshire two very old serveaats. It would Take eight of then
to put it into the wagon and about 3 days journey so far as the
Railway after was finished "Ready in good going and safe order zll
the people in town was up then te have a look and any young ladies
which was here in the forties vhich many could bhe mentioned was
invited by the owner R. D, Rodnsy Esq.. to take & few journeys Iound.

. Thanks are due here to Dr. T, Lyndon Skeggs for allowing our
Lrchivist, John Adams, to obtain informetion froc the diary. Ve

hope to include a further extract in the next jasue, The name of

the engine 'Formidable’ was also the name of one of Lord Rodney’s
flagships in the 18th century, and the copper furnace mentioned
earlier was still in position when this copy of the diary was
obtained in 1969, - If any menbers can throw some more light on the
history on this line, please let us know as ve may be able to
incorporate any such information in future issues of 'Mid-Hants News',

QRN o Mg

TO THE RIQUISITICN OF THE MID-HANTS

by 3. kL. licss.

The last movement cf traffic has passed steadily by
and tho shrill of a whistle has long since gone.

The signalisc iow chsolete: cnce the sentinels
of the Permanent 'lzy., stand silent,

Those cuttings and embonkments, lie in their graves
as the station platformiz lose thed:r identities
with an aisie of overbridges, left marooned,

So for the present, the line meanders pleasantly
vhile detachad Aud slrudened.

q,



Ve thank lir. Koss, from Thornhill, Southanpton for the above piece.
How what about 2 poen for the next Newsletter? There must be someone
who can supply one, preferably about the Mid-Hants line.

cemQema

About 350 people attended our Second Annual Firework Hight at
Alresford Station and were well pleased with the result which turned
out to be really excellent display organised by John Perry. First
prize in the raffle, & cake in the shape of a stean locomotive, was
won by Mrs. Budden of 7 Scotts Cloge, ¥ings Somborne.

n-mo-a-

TIE SUMMER DIRLY,

August 26th - Bank Holiday ilonday - saw the successful
conclusion of the Society's first major draw. Iir. John Taylor
(Chairman of the V & 4 R), came along to teke the winning ticket
counterfoils from the drum, before a crowd of members and visitors.
The £50 prizewinner was frono Alresford, and this gave the event a
truly local flavour! Other prizewinners came from e wide area of
Southern England, ranging fron a lady in Devon, by wvay of a gentleman
in Hertfordshire, to a rnumber of winners fronm nearer home. One lady

who won one of the £1 prizes had bought her ticket only ten minutes
beforel

Over nine thousand counterfoils were returned and went into the
drum on the big day and I an pleased to be able to report that the
Society's bank account benefitted by over £300 even after deducting
the prize noney and other expenses.

The £50 ticket turned out tc have been sold by Lorraine Hack,
Daughter of one of our Alresford 'regulars' Ron Hack along with a large
number of others, so Lorreine received the £5 offered to the seller
of the winning ticket. ‘ell done, Lorraine,

I would like to thank all members who persuaded, cajoled or
otherwise got their friends and relatives to buy tickets, and in
particular those who meneged to sell rmore than one book of the
tickets., In addition, I would thenk all those who include & stamped
addressed envelops with their request for more tickets - it really
helps a great deall

A full 1list of the winners, inc uding their names and addresses,
is given below. The date of the next drew has not yet been decided

but when it is, we hope you will all s pport it in the way you did
this one! -

Draw ¥Winners,

First (£50) liaster S, Stratton, 41 fLshburton Road, Alresford.

Second (£25) liiss H, J. Bewley, { The Glade, Crapstone, Yelverton,
Devon.

Third (£15) Hr. 4. C. Sirmons, 8 Hatthews 'Jay, Zast Oakley, Basingstoke,

Consolation prizes of £1 to:-

Er., K. P, Roberts, 31 Found Gate, Llton.

kr. 4., A. 3allard, ll.3ankside, Vadhurst, Sussex.

Vr, E, Oughton, 18 Vinston Rise, FTour liarks, ALlton,

¥rs. 3. Gorringe, Park Lane Cottage, Botley Road, 3ishops Walthan,
KMr. R. T, Dear, 7 Bitterne Crescent, Southampton,

krs. Z. M. Jones, The Cedars, Liphook Road, ¥hitehill, Bordon.
Sarah Xey, 98 “oodbrook Road, Loadcn, SE2 OFA,

Mr. Rafe Shaw, 7 Tennery Close, Royston, Hertfordshire.

lirs, X. 3irks, 27 Sun Hill Crescont, Alresford.

Mrs. V. Gilbert, 10 Langrish Road, Southanmpton.

PPN o 29PN

GETTING TO ALLRISFCRE Ol SUNDLYS

For the benefit of those without their own transport, who may
find it difficult to get to Llresford Station on fundays, we give
below times of those buses which do run on 4Alder Valley service 214
(route 14 uatil Sept., 25th) at present. rFlease note times on
weekdays are different:- L,



Alldershot 3us Station 10.135 then 20.15

Altor: Station {3.R.) 16,58 every 20,53
Alresford !Swan Hotel! . 11.27 .2 hours = 21,27 .
Winchester Bus Station 11,58 auntil 21.58
Winchester Bus Station 12,10 then . 22,10
Aldershot 'Swan Hotel! 12,41 every 22,41
Alton Station (B.R,). 13,08 2 hours © 23,08
Aldershot 3us Station 13.51 until 23.51

For those who do not know the area, the nearest bus stop to
Winchester B,R, Station is in Andover Road, approximately 300 yards
away., 3Bus tinings there are roughly 2 ninutes before/after those
for the Bus Station. The Swan Hotel at iZlresford is a similar distance
from our station. These times were correct at the time of going to
press,

NPUEY o W,

£1T IDEL VIORTH COIISIDERIHIG?

- AR P D s wn e Y S T A T D D D AP b

Some preserved railways have an additional attraction in the forn
of a model railway, The Romnoy, Hythe and Dynchurch have an old three
rail '0O! gauge layout and the Talyllyn has a tiny coin operated 009
narrow gauge layout., There may well be others. My idee is that we
could enlarge on this theme and cake noney from it. Ve could build
an exact scale model of the ilid-Hants !'%atercress' line or nmore
accurately a scale riodel of every station linked by a short stretch
of streight line., If this werc built in the scale of i4mn to the foot

scale ‘00) it could be housed in the side of a carriage or engine shed,

in the ilresford Gocds Shed, or in a condermed coach where all the seats
had been removed

. In 4bem thare are onough itits available to model any loco, or coach,
that is likely to come to the line. For exanple, & iills 'Xing Arthur'’
could be chopped up and an S15 made out of the bits, likewise a K's.
G.V. saddle tank would make a pmasable 'Slough Estates l'o, 3', (Just
don't tell the Great Western Society that! - Ed.) 4lso & Wills *N!
liogul ‘or a Vrenn 8F are available in moot good model shops. The model
railway would want about £10C - £150 to get it operational but this -
sun would soon be recouped from admission charges and possibly a sales
stand dealing solely in nev and second-hend nodel railway equipnent. .

. . There must be a large numter of model enthusiasts in the Society,
so how about getting together and foroing a discussien group. I would
be prepared to attend the first meetings but could not take it further
than that owing to ny other commitments with the ifid-Hants, Would
anyone interested in thisc let e kxnow and we will make a date for a
neeting at Alresford. Ring Bordon 2932 most evenings.,

FETER PARXS,
U o W,
OUR LATZST ACRUISITION

Zarly morning motorists using the A31 to Llresford on Sunday
October 20th would have seen our latest acquisition arriving - not
by rail but by road., LLL 908 is a 1531 30-cwt. Ford 3 platform lorry
originally destined for the Illuseum of British Transport at Claphamn,
London. llow that this Museun is closed and the exhibits split up, a
permanent home has had to be found. The Ford was once owned by the
London & MNorth Tastern Railway and still carries the livery of that
Company including the fleet nunber, TZ 4123,

It is hoped that this vehicle will become a familiar sight in
the Llresford area just as it was in the pre-war days when working in
the Marylebone area of London. A few years &go it 'starred! in the
filn "The Prire of lMise Jean Brodie! and the lorry may well be required
by film producers in futtre due to its Yeing in working order.

e 0o /11D ANIOTHER OLD ACLUISITION!

- A e D G D g e D W - - -

LAongst the pilles of papers bheing received as & result of our
appeal recently, was a !'Jowans Veekly' dated 1942, Interesting to note
that one of the advertisements asiced people to save paper, Cormendable
foresight on the part of the editor ... or was it something to do with
the war? 5.



TR FIRST IZID-HANTS GFONSORID WALK -
Septenber 22nd

Despite a disappointing turnout of active merbers, the 26 who
did teke part had an enjoyable and invigorating day, albeit a2 tiring one.
The route took the walksrs over 10 riles of rolling Hampshire downland
and stayed mainly on bridlepaths and {Duddy) tracks. Thanks are due to
the local farmers who co-operated to the full and to the lMarshalls «

M. Buck, C. Churcher, Dave and Thelma Ivans, and Steve iyder.

A11 walkers completed the 10 miles and two did 20 - Alan Pfior
and your honourable scribel Special mention must be made of Peter
Strong who raised £10 by completing the course.

e are still awaiting some sponsor moneys but at the moment it
appears that over £100C will be collected. Once again thanks to all
concerned.

JOH! TURNZER.

P, T
LOCO_GROUP_RZPORT

Vork on the Hudswell Clark locomotive 'Slough Estates No. 3' is
proceeding well. Over the August Bank Holiday the smoke box patch
was welded in by Phil, to whom we nust express our thanks - and our
sympathies, for while walking round the engine he contrived to fall
down @& hole without first removing his foot, which resulted in the
best example of a sprained ankle I have ever seen. This must have been
very painful and certainly put him on the sick list for a week or two,
We hope ‘this does not curb his enthusiasm! Decisions still have to be
made about the boiler repairs needed to acquire & boiller certificate
but I hope to be able to report progress in this direction in the next
Newsletter. We have made & start with painting both this engine and the
Bagnall, The latter may be painted red as a static attraction until the
expensive boiler repairs have been carried out. o

. We also wrote the final paragraph of a2 piece of railway history
over the Bank Holiday when we finally moved the last useful bit of the
Longmoor Military Railway to Alresford. This was the wvater crane from
Liss and our thanks go to Gordon Urquhart who went to 2 lot of trouble
to provide a rather specially equipped juggernaut which was able. to
1ift the crane over the fence at Liss which B,R, had thoughtfully erected
before we had removed all the equipment we had purchased there. Gordon
also gave us the -steel bench which is now in use alongside the two
tank engines,

As I said in the last lNewsletter, the tool appeal was very
successful but there are one or two things that we still need such as
heavy duty electric drill and a bench grinder. Ilany thanks to the
owner of the oxy-acetylene welding gear, the gun and the trolley of
which we can use, Unfortunately the gauges are of the old type which
are not compatible with the gas pressures in the bottles currently
supplied by 3.0.C. ~ so if anyone has any modern gauges, we would be
gratefull '

Is. there a volunteer who would take over orgaenising the
restoration and eventual erection of the famous water tank from Liss?
This is a nice dry job for the coming winter as the tank is stored’
in the Goods Shed at Alresford but ell thirty-two 4 ft. square panels
need cleaning and painting, plus the legs and other associated still
work. I can no longer cope with this because of my commitments on
the locomotives, so if anyone is interested perhaps they would contact
me on Bordon 2932, : . '

PETER PARKS.
ceeCowa

Whilst we are talking about the loco group it might be worth
mentioning that we now have enough work to do on the tank locos fron
Slough and Croydon to eallow for a couple of extra helpers. John Girt
of the Loco Group would like to hear from you, so why not come along
next Sunday and irtroduce yourself. All you noed is a pair of
overalls (all we need is a pair of overhauls -~ &d.) and, if possible,
a paintbrush, scraper and some rags.

liembers of the Locomotive Group should by now be receiving their

6.



own Newsletter which details the groups progress and future planning.
If you should be on this list, but lave not received this particular
Newsletter yet, contact John Girt at 64 Grove Way, Esher, Surrey
(01-398 4b45),

---0---

T4 _INVITATIONS
Members living within easy reach of Vorthing or South-West London
will be interested to know that they are invited to any of the meetings
held by the Bulleid Society at Brunswick House, Vauxhall -or by the .
Sussex branch of that Society at the Sydney Walter Youth Centre,
VWorthing, Those at Brunswick House are advertised in the railway
press, but those at %orthing, which start at & p.m. are as followsi-

December 10 'Asian Steam! by lMike Hudsonj; January 7 Membexs Glides
and Films - visitors are invited to bring thoirs; February 11 details
to be arranged; March 11 - Mid-Hants Railway evening.

_Thanks are due to Ian Wright of the Bulleid Society for this
li.nk-up » ‘

' Also, members interested in another vintage bus run from the
Croydon and Guildford areas to the line are invited to contact Henry
Frampton-Jones at 41 Harrow Road, Carshalton Beeches, Surrey -
(01-642 9634),

PPN ¢ Jeyug

'I“ID-HANTS NWEWS! IN 1975

If the share issue is & success, as is likely, it 1s planned to
develop this Newsletter further next year. It is realized that some
members, particularly many living near the line, read 'liid-Hants News!
to obtain the latest information on the restoration of diesel passenger
services, whilst others want to read about the 'preservation' aspects.
The intention is to divide each issue into two sections with a
selection of photographs in the middle, so that the main news
concerning the line is separated from the more detailed notes
concerning locomotives and rolling stock for example. VYith the
expansion in mind, an assistant editor is now required, preferably
somecne with experience of dealing with printers, I look forward to
hearing fron you.

CHARLES LEVIS.

T --0-0---

‘* ' WANTED,...

Several people have contacted us with various requirements since
Issue Ho. 7, 8o let's make this a regular column for those who are
looking for anything which will help the Mid-Hants line., A4ll replies
to Alresford Station., .

CARPINTRY TOOLS, ELECTRIC DRILLS and OXY-ACETYLENS EQUIPMENT for the
Carriage & Vagon Department, JULY 1968 '1JODEL RAILVAY NEUS! for the
Locomotive Department, JAM JARS (Hartleys) for the 48518 Group (those
members trying to preserve the locomotive of that number for use on
the line), ANNY 'MID-HANTS' TICXETS/PHOTOGRAPHS for our Archivist,

OLD NEWSPAPERS for the Locomotive Group - well over £100 reised in the
last two months - keep it up!l : :

Alresford & District Community Association (August 28), Gosport 41 Club
(September 5), Winchester 18 plus Group (October 4), Surrey University
Railway Society (October 7), Heon Valley Locomotive. Society (Qctober O)
11th Eastleigh Scoyts (October 15) for allowing me to talk about our
progress so far. Thanks also to BBC Radio Solent for inviting

Yir, Clifton Sherriff and myself to & 'phono-in' on August 27th.

CHARLZS LEVIS.

Y, S,

Produced and published by Mid-Hants Railway Preservation Society Ltd,.,
Alresford Station, Alresford, Hants,.-



- SALES! . SALES] SALES!

Sociefz's Own Items,

- e b o - e Ar 4 WDy - - .-

Society's 'T!' Shirt =

Please state size:- Large, Medium or Small - 1-25
Society's Tie I 1-20
Plaque of 'N' Class Locomotive at Alresford Station 1-10
Society's 'T! Shirt for children 1-05
Society!s 1975 Calendar 65
Memborg' oﬁn Lapel Badge 35
P.V.C. Pennant showing Society's Slough Estates engine 25
Plastic car sticker 12
Societyts 12" Ruler 12
Society!s Christmas Card, new for 1975, 10 for 60p, or 7p.each
Society's Button Badge 5
Society'!'s Pen v : A
Society'!s Pencil L
Books.

Selsey Tramvay 1-00
History of the L,S.%.R. 1-00

" " " S.E.C.R. - 90

W m  n L,B,S.C.R. 1+10
goutherp Railway Locomotives at Grouping 80
Basingstoke & Alton Light Railway 75,
Discovering Lost Railways N ko
Discovering Railwayana 30 .
Magpie Book of Trains (for children) 25

Miscellaneous Items.

-y e P D D AR s e o -

Replica Engineman's Cap Badges (choice of L.S.W.R.,
S.R., LnBcSoc.R.’ S.E.C'R." L‘MOSO L.NOE.R¢
G.W,R., ~ please state requirements..

Leather key fobs (Choige of S.R., 3B.,R., - please
state requirement). 36

Locomotive Emblem {lapel fixing) of N Class locomotive
(as at Alresford Station); BF Class (as hoping to come to

41

Alresford Station) - please state which required, 24
8F Preservation Society Diary, .18
Tram Project for children., 12
8F Preservation Society Notepad. !

gigg%g %gngggleggtcrgggards postage + packing,

[
- - - - - e am mr ws ws - o'

The above items only relate to articles which can readily ..
be sent by post and our continually increased range of goods
are available at our shop at Alresford Station, so if yeu are in
the area, why not call in and inspect the whole range and save
postage on any items you require, We have a very extensive range
of jig-saw puzzles of 2 railway nature and alsoc our own tugg and
hand colour decorative tiles and lots and lots more,

- e -



MID - HANTS NEWS
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Charles lewis,

12 inston Rise,

Four Harks,

ilr. Alton,

Hampshire,
April, 1675 GU34 SHY,

PUBLIC CHIRE ISSUE COIENCES O MAY 15tk 1975
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Although we have delayed publication of this Newsletter, wve
are sure that all rexbers will feel that the wait was worth it.

The Public Share Issue to save the ilid-Hants !'Watercress!
line will -~ subject to thers bYeing no further snags - coomence on
Thursday liay 15ta., This was the exciting news decided upon by the
board of Winchester & Alton Railway Ltd., vhen they met at
Alresford Station on Saturday March 22ad.,

The maxzimum amount needed to fulfil the aims of operating
a daily diegsel service over the 17 nmiles between Winchester Junction
end Alton, supported by a stean service on surmer weekends and on
Bank Holidays, will be little short of £1,000,000. 4is a result of
this, the mini—um share application will be for £50s worth of shares,
although supporters will be able to subscribe less than that figure
through a trust scheme adniniistered by our supporting Company, liide
Hants Railway Preservatiox Society Ltd. 4 minimum of £10 can be
subscribed to this scheme altliough only full shareholders will
receive voting rights at meetings and statutory information concerning
company business, Dividends, when declared, will e paid to full
shareholders and to those iz the trust scheue.

Details will be aveilable in the prospectus which is being
published on lay 1l4th. This will be sent autometically to you, our
nembers, on that day. It is encouraging to see the number of requests
we are receiving from nom-riemibers for prospectuses from all parts
of England, Scotland and Vales.

However, it should be emphasised that, after all this time, it
‘is the only opportunity for us to secure the future of this vital
link, On lay 15th the opening of this share issue will give us our
one chance to save the liid-Hants Railway and so provide the towns
and villages between Winchester and /fltonr with an essential public
service, to young and old ali%e, and a tourist attractior which will
improve the future prosperity of this part of Kanopshire.

[P o Jper

A BESLAGE TFROLI TIT CHLIRI,
TOICERSTER & 41701 SAILUAY LTD.,
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After wmary frustrations and setbacks over a long period of
tine, we are at last going 'PUBLIC!,

There is no doubt in ny mind (and this view is endorsed by the
other Board liembers) that the tremendous enthusiasm of the
Preservation Society has %ept public feeling 2live whilst all the
formidable and somwetimes archaic statutory procedures have been
pushed forward. GSo often, it has seemned that we have talken one sten
forward and two back, but at long last we are ready 'for the off!,

You do not need to be reminded of the considerable increase in
costs which has occured over the past two years which are reflected
in the stm of money we have to 2ise to keep this unique project
alive, I Imow that it is a lot of cash but with the massive public

relations exercice now poised by you we have real hopes of achieving
our target,

eee+o CUR LTI « TO RISTORS THIS 'fI'i*‘!;L RAIL LIITE .....



esess OUR OBJECTIVE « TO RAISE THI TOTAL CUI. I'CEDZD.s.s.

If we can canvass every shop, pud, household, library and other
public place i Heapshire and the adjoining counties to the ilorth,
Tagst and West, it can be done. I urge you all, enlist the aid of
friends and acquaintances - most feolk iike a good fight, especially
vhen it is in 2 good cause.

Our excellent Press & Publicity Officer, Charles Lewis, will I
know leave no stone unturned and we, all of us, will back every effort.

It is a long cry to the deys wken I first organised the public
meeting to protest at the proposed zlosure - it says a lot for our
resiliance that we are still going forward,

Ve have objected to the proposed 1i3 Compulsory Purchase Order,
vhere it is plannod to cross our reilway. So have other local
Authorities, ctatutory bedies and many individuals. Vhen our two
MP's asked, after closure, ior acsurances that the original proposals
to bridge the railway would be lizpt in being, the then linister,

Ikr, John Peytom, said that vere the railway to be running there need
be no rixzpedinent to its -continuetion. Ot ' ’

The best way we can douonstrate our determination to see that .
this pledge is kent is to saise sufficient woney to run the rajilway,

I an by nature an optimist - rewmemnber it took one determined
mn 10 years to get thn Post Office to agreo to the publication of
Charity Stacps. Over 5 vears age I advocated cheap 'off-peals! travel
an rail for pensioners ~ I wts told it vould be impossible and not
create extra revenue. B2B.R, in e blacte cf pudlicity are now doing
Just that! De determined iz your objective and we shail succeed. As
I said in the receat 3BC-TY progremme - IT IS 10V UP TO THT PURLIC -
they can re-oper this rzilway - we are —2ady to do just that.

GOOD LUCXK - I loo: forward %o an overvhelizing response to our
cell for Shares,

JOXIF TLYLOR,
CELIRILIT,

Qe

DIRICTORS: RIFORT FOR THI PERIOD ZIDIIG
5Cth October, 1574,

In all respects, the iiid-Hents Reilvay Preservation Society
has had a2 successful fir.;t year of tracding.

hen formed in fugust, 1673, the effort to re-open the
"Watercress" line had just stated z:d the tasic began of harnessing
the large amount of support for iths lice's re-instatenent into a
concerted effort to give as wmuach bacling as possible to the parent
Company, Winchester & Alton Railwey Lid,

One of the first tasliss involved the —e-organisation of the
pecbership so that there was oir one cless of ordinary membership,
with reductions for juniors, cld-zga pensioners and faunilies. Life
nenbership wac alsc introducsd. The ordinary subscription remained
at £2.20 throughout the period although this will have to be reviewed
during 1575, '

Lfter closure of the railvay, possession, at Alresford, of the
signalling and signalbox, plus one room in the Station building had
beerr granted to the preservatiomists but very sooan it became clear
that the expansion of the Society dictatecd that moro space Ye nade
available., As a result, a licence wes agreed upon with 3ritish Rail
which now gives the Scsicty posaession of the nein station buildings,
the goods shed and thie surrowiding area, This includes the siding
whick has been relaid on the site of o former line. Layinmg this
siding gave uany pombers their first opportunity to help in a
practical way and tho sidizg =ov nouses three siteax locomotives and
one taslt wvagon. The firs: lccomotive tc¢ arrive, from Croydon, is
owned by a group of Scciety mexmke-s, whilst the second, is on free
permanent loan from Jlough IZstrtes Ltd., 7The largest locomotive to



arrive to date, 31874, is owned by a Society director, Jokhn Bunch

and the tank wagon is on free permanent loan from the South danpshire
Society of Reilway liodelle>s. The Goods Shed now houses a useful
Wickhar Zngineers trolley owned by Jociety members and a vintage

Ford lorry on loan fronm lir, John Fielder. On &1l these items, much
time has been 'spent on restoration to working order. Restoration of
the station buildings and equipment progressed well after many years
of neglect but permissioz to clear the traclk of encroaching weeds and
keep the rail joints lubricated was refused by British Rail although
permission was granted to clear fallen .trees.

The progress described above can he seen today but is the "“tip
of the iceberg" compared with the irportant work carried out behind
the scenes by the Directors and advisors in coitmection with their
counterparts on the board of Winchester & Alton Railvay Ltd., Much
inveatigation has had to be carried out concerning the feasibility of
future operations and the Society's Directors have pleyed their pert
in forrulating plans for the forthcoming years. This has involved
their attendance at wmany neetings throughout Southern England,

The Sales Division has been steadily built up from nothizg. 4
frlly-stocized shop is now firmly established at Alresford., Ia addition
a postal sales service is offered 2ud the average monthly turnover

had risen to £200 by the end of this period..

Publicity om the railway has beex coasistexnt and it is estinated
that 300 cuttings appeared in the local weelly and daily newspaper
during this period. To this can e added f-equent notes in the
railvey press, plus full. coverage o: 33C-Radio Soleat, 33C-TV South
and Southern Television., Over 20 speeches wvere made by the Publicity
Officer at a wide rzuge of vexues iz an effort to boost support. 4
successful Fireworks llight wvas organised and was so popular that it
will become a regular event. rfunds vere also boosted by a aponso*ed
walk, a raffle and by the collection of waste paper.

The "Mid-Hants llows" has naow become & quanterly publication and
is especially useful to those wmeubers living awvey from thoe immediate
area who.wish to be kept as up~to-date a2s possible with developments.
The first "latercress" line Caleﬁdar wvas produced and has proved to
be a success.

Looking to the future, e& Domatiorn Appecl wvas launched at the
exd of 1973 to cater for thoso who wished to coniridbute to the forth-
cooing share issue without necessarily buying actual shares. DBy the
end of October, 157k over £1,750-00 had been raised.

The active membership hes bee:x divided izto specific groups,
under tho overall supervision of the Liaison Director, which deal
with loconrotives, Carriage & "agon, Signal and Telegreph, Permeneni
Way and Buildings. liany meetings were held to agree upon work vhich
could be commenced but it is realised that one or two of the groups
will not become fully established wuitil the future of the line has
beern assurad. llevertheless, an enorious azount of wori:c has deen
carried out to date, by the volunteor worlz force. 4irn Lrchivist was
appointed and a start made on collecting the vast anount of meterial
concerning the railway's past and presocinit, now available.

411 in all, the Directors consider that the progress made during
the period to October, 30th, 1874 was most satisfactory and would
like to place ox record their approciation of the hard worlt carried
out throughout this tins by many uwerbers, soce of vhom have preferred
to attend at Llresford rather tlia: earm overtime from their regular
Jobs.

ladies and Gentleuen, the Directors have muich pleasure in
placing before you their report for the period to October 30th, 197k.

______ Ocmacw



TS 1875 VATIRCRESS LII CLLTITDAR
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Our first venture into the field of calendars has proved to be
successful. © Fron the 1000 copies that were printed, we are now down
to the last packet. However, those remaining malte an excellent bduy
even now, with thirteen "liid-Hants" views that many wmembers will want
to keep for longer than just 1975: Thanks must go to those members
who sold large quantities, with oride of place going to Mr. Gray
fronm Four Marks who sold S5,

To clear the remainder, we are offering calendars at the reduced
price of 39p. {or 50p. By post from Alresford Station).

PUPSPS ¢ TPy
TEE 'BZED! COIES TO ALRESFORD... AID HOUW!
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. Alreaford utation was wull and truly invaded by one of the
large BBC Outside Broadcast umits on Tuesday 7th January when 3BC-1
South programme !South Today' was televised live from the station
between 18.00 and 15.25

. The ‘'invasion' commenced &t 09.45 and by mid-afternoon the
platforms and main building nearly disappeared from view behind
cables, cameras, monitors, lights and more lights! . Everything in the
progratme went to plan except the weather which turned rather nasty
Just as the programme started and resulted in those present getting
drexached,

For the record, 3ruce Parker interviewed . &% AR, Chairman,
John Taylor, V. & AR, Directors John irlott and Charles Lewis, plus
a group of four Mid-Hants !ctalwarts!', Liorvan Buck (in a Victorian
station master's uniforn), John Sunch, Ron Eack and VWalter MNorris.
Andrew Hervey spoke to our Archivist, John Adams, plus two guests,
Bornard Holden, Superintendant of tae Bluebell Reilway and Andrew
Goltz, Chairman of the Swensge Railway Society.

We must thanlkk the 3BC for giving us the opportunity to tell
viewers about our progresaz so far, but thanks ere also due to those
members who worked rezlly hard tc geot the station and exhibits
looking so good. TFinally, we must also mention local singer, Dave
Williams who wrote the !'3allad of the Vatercress Line! which had its
first airing sung by Dave from the footplate of locomotive 31874 at
the end of the programme. For thcse vho naissed it, the words are:e-

This o0ld Vatercress Line's given omuch to our lives
lieant fun for our uh*lc‘e and help for our wives

But for years thera!s been nothing but nettles and dock
ind rarely a chaace to turn back the clock

Refraing: ind it's come blow the whistle and mmke clear
the way

All those navvies witk barrows and jacliets of blue

Their spades challz.tarnished to bright steely hue

HMade cuttings and crossings end slept as they went

And lived Tor today till their money was spent

Refrain: And it's come blow the whistle and make clear the
way

From Winchester City to Alton's fair town

Climbing to liedstead ard easily down

Our sleepers and dog spikes and fishplates and rail

To carry our people, their produce and mail

Refrain: And it's come blow the whistle and maXke clear the
way

So look while you may on this one stretch of line

And pray that your memory's a good one lilke mnimnie

We!ll all stand together and hope with one will

That the old iiid-Iants can be kept running still

Refrain: 4And It's coma bdlow the whistle and oale clear
—— the way.

Soon afterwerds, another equally good ballad appeared in the "Southern
Lvening Echo" on Janue:ry 10th written by Tony Brode, the Literary Editor.

vimemOemonm
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TVE RCDIIEY RAILVWAY Part Two

In the last 'lMid-Hants llews' we included some old
teniniscences of Alresford's other railway, and since then a couple
nore facts have come to light from the same source, the first,
referring to the owner, R. D. Rodney.

'His delight was orn going round about twice to get up a good
speed and just entering the tumnel he would put in about 3 Dipters (7)
of Best Charcoal so vhen they came out the other end of the tumnel
there were several on fire!,

It would be interesting to know if any members have an idea of
vhat sort of speed could have been achieved. However, life on this
railway was not always harmonious as can be seen frono this
recollectiont-

'a Pitch 3attle Got up between 2 of the men working on the
Railway in the present fair field. on the spot where the Hurdle House
nov stands they fought with only Trousers on for over.two hours
Vincent Carpenter of the worles watch in Hand to call time. which
was carried untill the finish after it was over you could not see the
‘colour of Either they were quite Blaclk and Blue', '

I have used the exact spelling and punctuation from the original
source but hope that our nmembers working on the re-opening of the
id-Hants line will get nn rather better thas their counterparts on
the Rodney Railway over 100 years ago.

EYS o g

In the early days of the lid-Hants story, before the formation
of the preseat Preservation Society, meober Ed Fisher, of Medstead,
fnear Alton, offered to produce all printed matter for the railway at the
cost of oaterials only, Ed, a professional printer with a lifetize
of experience, had his own pressos and until recently produced all
our letterheadings, nexbership cards, enrolment and renewal 8lips
and the headers for the nevsletters. Iliembers will have noticed the
fine worlkmenship of these items and eppreciated the help that they
have given to the imege of the Cociety.

Now, as Zd has decided to retire ard dispose of his equipment,
the Society has had to find other printers. I would like to offer
the Boards sincere appreciation of the prompt end cheerful service
that he hes given so willingly as his contribution to our effort.

LE WEEELIR,
L] ¢

. ORGANISIIG TEE FIRZVORX IIIGHT

Once again, our Fireworlk Display has come and gone and I wonder
how many neubers realise what is involved in putting on & show as this,
Froo the time of purchase in Septecber until Display Day, our spare
bedrooo looks like Woolwich Lrsenal with boxes and tin trunks filled
with ground nines and cortars.

For eight weeks, each evening is spent wiring and altering set
pieces and roclets, until the sight of fireworks on the kitch table
is as common as bread and butter (I should bYe so lucky with ry weight
problen), The Woodwork Dept., is Jack ileal and Con Barrie, typical
chippies, no probler; is insurnountable or too smell, The Viring ead
Alterations Dept., is lialcolr illas, David Zaker and nyself, Comes the
day and our thoughts are on the weather; will it rein? {Fingers
crossed), Slight rain falls, but not enough to stop our preparations
5o the wiring up goes aheacd and is covered Dy large plastic bags,
llearing blast off now, looiks like iiore rain. (Fingers still crossed).
liad panic, six giant rocket sticks milssing, Thanl:s to Dave Zvans, who
was organising the lighting, a saw was produced and sticlss cut to the
right size, The display starts, Pyrotechnists nightoare, one set
piece & dirrer (technical tera for not worl: &) but soon put right.
£11 too soon the show is over and crowd drifts howe, .11 that's left ig
blackened wood franes standing starlk near silent locouotives, which
earlier reflectod 2all the colours of the reinbow, Iany thanks to
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lalcolr, Fred &nd leslie Nizs, Davicd Baker, Dave Yrnight and Chris
Perry who were the firing tean.

Hext November? ell who knows; perhaps a larger displey with
stean hauled specials bringing more members to patronise the show,
Final corment from my Wife, after the show was over; if she had jnown
all that lot was in our spare bedroom she would have emigrated]

JOMN V. B. PERRY,
ceelnaa :

. WATERCRESS LINE MHODEL RAILVAY CLUB
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L group of lMid-Hents RPS mecbers have formed a model rallvay
club, This will be called the Watercress Line M.R.C. in order to
build an exhibition layout in 4 rmm {00) scale, which will be put on
permanent display &t z suitable location, as yet to be deternined.
Now we get to the begging section, not for money, but for wood. If
any members have some spare timbor,. in a dry sount condition,
around the 2" x 1" sixe, or chip board preferably 5/8" thiclz, w
would be very grateful, IFly or 3lock board would also be- .
acceptable and this would enable us to start a base board., Model
railvay equipment would be happily rececived, although unfortunately
at this stage we cannot afford to pay for anything.

The members who met recently at the inaugural wmeeting have agreed
to a subascription of £1 per annus and any .others who wvant to join,
or feel that they can help us can contact me by 'phoning or writing
to the address balow. Collection of wood can also be arranged.

Chris Sibley, Secrotary, éﬂ‘ﬁarvest Road, Denmoead, Portsoouth,
Taupshire, Tel: teterlooville 55067.

--—Ou--

LOCOMOTIVE DEPARTIENT NOTES
liuch progress has been made in this department since the last

report. The N Class 2-5-0 3187h passed its prelininary boiler test

on January 19th, the boiler barrel and tubes being iz excellont order,
lork on restoration to operational condition is procoeding well and
should ba completed this Summer. It has been decided that 31874 will
now receive a lined green livery, indead e start had been wmade on this
when the BEC visited the Station for 'South Today'.

The Slough locomotive ashould be restored to working order by
early 1976 but the Bagnall neceds wmuch attention, although the chassis
has been restored. ‘Vorl: will restaxt here wher a repair shop has beon
_built. leanwhile, a protective coat of red paint has been applied.

L] ——_—-O.G_D“‘- -

C/RRILGE & UAGOIl DEPARTUELIIT MNOTES

A temporary office has ncw been set up in the Goods Shed at
Llresford, vwhere work has bheen ccncontrated om the Wicltcham Engineers
trolley.

Very fow people who sav the trolley arrive on June Sth could
rocognise it now. 4it the noceat it resides on the dociz inside the
shed, about two feet off tiuie ground. Vhen it arrived in its battered
state on the back of Steve Ryder!s lorry; it rolled eacily off onto
the doclz, Since tnen & considerable amount of replacement parts and
wood nocessary for the rectoration have added to the weight .
considerably. +hex the appropriate tine comes, it will be interesting
to say the least, to try and move it dowa to ground level and oxnto
the rails. . o

. How, with the tasl: of restoring the trolley virtually oomplete,
ettention has been given to the tar tank wvagon {(arrival reported in
1liid-Harts llews' No. §). The vagon is being rostored to its original
condition -~ silver tarnlz, blacl: frames and red solebars - and will
be lettered !'3Burts, Boulton and Farvey, Totton!, the name of the
previous owners. One problen to be solvaed  is the reroval of some
tar axd water fror: inside the tank ag there is no bottom discharge.

During Januery, the Society obtained its first coach, thanks
to tho generosity of one wmemker. Howsver, this will not be used in
passenger traffic, but insteac w}ll be required to form part of the



works train which the line's enginecers will use in

connection with work to be carried out on the track prioxr to the re=-
instatement of public services., The coach, D3 70168, formerly
KHaunsell brake second S37305, has been stripped of oost seating, but
will provide essential covered accommodation for the engineers and
equipoent. The vehicle was located ncar Bristol Parkway station and
is shortly to be nmoved to a private siding in the London arez, prior
to its move to the lMid-Hants line when conditions permit.

This Group will be recruiting extra mecbers shortlv who want to
lelp with restoring rolling stock, so why not put your rame down?

cawleane
NO TROUBLE AT THE IILL
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On Friday February 7th, the Preservation Society received a
very generous gift ' in the form of a 1522 luir nilling machine, still
in working order. The machine has beer lying idle for somo years in
the tool room of ITS Rubbor Ltd., at Petersfield. Thanks to the
Genoral Manager of ITS, lMr, John Freeman and the Chief Works Manager,
lir. Brian Chapman, the machine was made available end will prove to
be an inveluable asgsot in future as it can make replacement come
ponents for our locomotives end rolling stock. It is now in the caro
of the locomotive department at Alresford.

---o-- -

(AITOTHER) DATE TO REITIBER

The Alresford & District Comrunity Association are holding
another Conrmmnity Veelz this year., As part of this, a liid-Hants
oevening is being held in the Community Centre, West Street, on
Wednesday lay 28th. NMake & note in your diary now, and don't forgot
this will be an ideal time for meobers to hear the vory latest on
the share issue.

coalewe

SITULATIONS VICATT
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The most important job open at present is thet of lezborship
Secretary. Suitable applicants will bo proficient at clerical work -
and be able to organise the flow of new memberships and renewals to
the four Assistant Mecbership Secretaries. Ideally, applicants
should have their own transport, live within easy reach of the line,
and be on the teiephone., :

Many people, naturally cnough, vrite to us asking ebout various
aspects of the line. Ye are lookirg for an-Information Officor who
will be willing to reply to these enguiries, so as to relieve the
workload or othexrs. Applicants should bo reasonably good at typing
and this post way well suvit someone who feels that they can help
our cause best in a clerical way,.

Finally, jobs for the girls! JAnyone who is intorestod in
Joining thoir husbands or boy fricnds at Llroesford in a day's work =
or oven half a day - should contact Carol Fuller. There are plenty
of jobs available such as catering, helping in the shop, or -
dare we say it - gardening.

Anyonoe interested in these positions should drop us a line at
Alrosford Station.

- --0---.

VELCOME TO SEVERAL HTEVW FACES

Yo are pleased to annouance that three additional Directors
have been appointed to the board of the Preservation Society. Two
wore appointed at the Linnual General liseting. Mr. NHormen Ltherden
is a schoolmaster and professionazl tutor vwho is alse & member of
East Haopshire District Council. Ir. Richard 'Diclz! Audsloy is a
3ritish Rail train driver who needs absolutely no introduction to
our regular nembers and is, of course, algo head of the locomotive
department. In addition, l=, J, J., Donovax, a retired senior
railway Officer, has been appointed to the Board as & nominee of
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the parent company and hax already proved to be an extreemly useful negotiator
with British Rail. Welcome also to the four Assistant Membership Secretaries;
Sally Jenkins, Rod Lerew, Tom Mills and Alan Sherwood.

- 0 --

»+22 AND FAREWELL TO_LE_WHEELER

" Members present at the A.C.M. also heard that Le Wheeler, our first .
Membership Secretary and an original Director of the Preservation Society had
resigned. A vote of thanks to Le for his hard work over the past 24 years was

passed unanimously. Well done le, you made a very valuable contribution to our
cause.

e 0 ==

Two publications which have been much in demand recently. The March issue
of 'Hampshire, the County Magazine' carried a three page article on our line
written by John Arlott. 4lso, the 20th February issue of the 'Hampshire
Telegraph' included a report on the line, plus a map and several colour photos
of the locomotives, signal box, members and Directors. It should be pointed out
though, that the colour picture which took up nearly all of the front page, of
the Directors, showed the members of the Preservation Society board plus our
Archivist, John Adams, and not the Winchester & Alton Rajlway Ltd., board. The
colour picture of the locomotives made this issue an excellent souvenir.

- 0 ==

WELL_DONE, THE_POST_OFFICE

-y o - - - .- -

We have not been able to find out whether any of our members work at Altor
Post Office, but many thanks to the postman who received a letter meant for us,
addressed to the Alton Railway Society, Alton., Tt was delivered to me at Four
Marks the day after it had been posted in Dorset. Well done, the Post Office !

CRARLES LEWIS.
-0--
WANTED - MORE POEMS, PHOTOS_AND LETTFR

- . - T Sk - - - -

Like Oliver, the Editor will always ask for more in the form of contributioms
to 'Mid-Hants News'. We must first thank all those who have submitted notes for
this issue, but unfortunately, space is at a premium and we have had*to leave out
quite a few contributions. Many of these will be considered for future issues
but when the share issue is behind us, we are considering dbringing out other
productions apart from the newsletter - so keep writing ! All contributions are
welcome and should be sent to i- o

Ian Crowder, 2, The Gables, London Road, Hook, Basingstoke, RG27 9NH,
-0 - .
THANKS.0ev.ue

- -

vssesto the Fareham & District Society of Model Engineers (November 4),
Basingstoke & District Railway Society (November 12), National Housewives
Register - Southampton Branch (November 28), Liphook Model Railway Club
(November 29), Brooklands Railway Society (January 15), Farnborough Young
Conservatives (February 5), Workers Educational Association - Poole Branch
(February 22), The SKAL Club - Southampton (March 3) and the Bulleid Locomotive
Society - Sussex Group (March 11), for inviting me to talk about our progress to

date. Thanks also to The 48518 Croup for inviting me to draw their raffle
(December 10).

CWL
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Alresford Station, Alresford, Hz:ts.



MID - HANTS NEWS

issue Number 10 '
Ma 1 . 2

12 Winston Rise, Four Marks,
Alton, Hants. GU34 SHW,

OUR BIG DAY HAS ARRIVED,

- - - . oy e D

Enclosed with this Newsletter is a copy of the VWinchester &
Alton Railway Ltd., prospectus, and we hope that everyone reading this
Newsletter will subscribe as much as they can to the issue. I hardly
need add that it is vitally important that you tell all your friends
‘and neighbours and ask them to contribute as well. If you want an
extra prospectus, cell at Alresford Station between 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
on Sundays, or drop us a line at Alresford Station, Alresford, S024 9JG
enclosing a 10p. stamp.

With the help of everyone, we will succeed but to explain the
prospectus in more detail I will hand over to the Deputy Chairman of
the parent company, Mr. Simon DaViescoo-oo-eo-o-ooqoooco-..-ooo.oq-.o

As you will be aware, Winchester & Alton Railway has decided that
because of the total volume of money required, it cannot accept.
epplication for less than 50 £1 shares.

This being so, the Mid-Hants Railway Preservation Society Ltd.,
has produced a scheme, whereby anyone wishing to subscribe for less -
than 50 shares, may send mohey to the Society, who will make one block
application, to Winchester & Alton Railway and hold the shares it
receives on Trust for the subscribers. However, the Society has
decided for the same reason as Winchester & Alton Railway that 4it
cannot accept applications for less than £10.

When you get your prospectus, you will find at the end of the
document two application forms. One is for use, if you wish to apply
for 50 or more shares, and the other for less than 50 shares.

Both forms are easy to complete. You are only required, in the
appropriate places, to fill in your name and address, the number of

shares you require, the amount of your cheque and finally to add your
signature,

If you are applying for 50 or more shares, your cheque must be
made out to Winchester & Alton Railway Ltd,, and the cheque and the
form sent to Lloyds Bank Ltd., at their address at Goring-on-Sea, to be
‘found on the form. In the other case, your cheque must be made out to
the lid-Hants Railway Preservation Society and sent with the form to the
Society at Alresford Station. Do not in either case send any covering
letter. 1If you are applying for less than 50 shares, then you must add
a sum of 50p. to cover the Society's administretion expenses. If you
do not add 50p., the Society will have to treat your application as
being for one less share than the amount of your cheque. Finally,

- please read the prospectus carefully. It contains all the matter which
it is necessary you should know.

S.A.F.D.

[RPSPRY ¢ [y

THE FIRST 'MID-HANTS' RAIL TOUR

rganised Jointly by the M.H.R.P.S.
and the 48518 Group.

For some time, we have been considering the idea of running a rail
tour, so on Saturday October 1llth, providing everything goes to plan,
we will be chartering a train - including buffet car - from Portsmouth
to Kidderminster for the Severn Valley Railway,

We'll start from Portsmouth & Southsea, then call at Fareham,
Eastleigh, Winchester, and Basingstoke, before running through to
Kidderminster., An extra stop will be made at Reading if there is the
demand., There will be coaches waiting to take us on the short road trip
to-Bewdley, where it is likely that a 'Mid-Hants' steam-hauled special
will run up the Severn Valley line to Bridgnorth. Plenty of free time
will be available Go as to allow everyone to view the wide range of
steam locomotives and rolling stock on this line and also other
attractiona in the area. Similar arrangements will be made for the
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return trip, which will provide up to 325 miles of travel on B.R.,:
plus 25 miles 'behind steam' and the two coach links, overall.

The all-in return fare will be around £6-75 with a reduction, to
£5, for accommpanied children under 14, Anyone interested is asked to
write to us at Alresford Station, stating at which station they wish
to join the tour, with the envelope wmarked 'Rail Tour'. We'll send you
full details when they have been finalised together with a booking
form. - DO NOT send money now.

N S

ANOTHER 'FIRST!

Thelma and Dave Evans organised the first Beer and Skittles
evening for the Society at the H.H. Inn at Cheriton on Saturday, 12th
April. Around 50 members enjoyed the event, which included prizes being
awarded for the highest and lowest scores at skittles, The raffle profit
of £8 was split equally between the M.H.R.P.S., John Bunch for loéco.
31874 and the 48518 Group. Whilst on the subject of Thelma, Dick
Audsley and others have pointed out that if any members want a good hot
"pie for Sunday lunch, then they would be well advised to sample an
1Zvans steak and kidney' at the Station.
Y o Vg,
OUR NWEXT PUBLLC MZETING

In the last ‘lMid-Hants News' we gave advance notice of this meeting
which is to take place on 1edneadav Mey 28th in the Cormunity Centre,
Weat Street, Alresford. This will commence at 7.30 p,m, and will be
open to non-membars as well, Apart from hearing aboui the rogress of
the share issue, there should be a film show lasting about 40 minutes -
afterwards, which wili include !The Painter and the Engines'. (A record
of the last moments, of steam on the. Southern Region &s seen through

_the eyes of painter David Shepherd), the famour 'London to Brighton
in Four Minutes', and a short silent film showing the steam workings
in Southampton Harbour 17 years ago.

; co=leas-

WANTED: POSTAGZ STAMPS

So as to boost our fund-~-raising for the Society, we are now
collecting postage stamps. You can either send them to us at
Alresford Station or bring ther next time you coue.

S, S

I'Ve GOT A LI-AuE LISS

- — e G e - e - -

Not a reference to 'The Mikado' but to the Signal and Telegraph
Dept., which spent two hectic days a2t Liss on the weekend of April 12t
/13th. The object of the exercise was to remove the complete lever
frame from the signalbox there which had recently been made redundant,
This -equipment will be most useful in future and o2y well be used
oventually at Ropley.

---o---

VEDSTEAD & FOUR MARKS STATIONM

- e d o - LR R = )

Another link with the past was severed, when the post box on
Midstead & Four Marks Station, wes closed for the last time on Sunday
April 20th. It is ironic that this should have happened when the
share issue was only a few wveecks away but it is hoped that this
facility-can»be restored when the station is reopened.

-——0_--

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER number 11, will be published soon after the result
of the share issue is known, and will be nearer the normal length.
Contributions should be sent to Ian Crowder at 2 The Gables,

London Road, Hook, Basingstoke, RG27 9NH.

cenOunmn
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Produced and published by Mid-Hants Railwey Preservation Society Ltad,,
Alresford Station, Alresford, Hants,



MID-HANTS NEWS

Issue Number 11

12 Winston Rise,

Four Marks,

Alton, Hampshire,
July, 1975. GU34 5HW,

LOOKING FORVARD

T T e e L )

Our much heralded share issue has come and gone. e may not have
raised enough to fulfil both of our Aims of running diesel and steam
services but at least we did receive enough to give us much hope for the
future. The sum raised, almost exactly £100,000, was the most ralsed
by any railway company in recent years to start operations. In fact,
we are now planning a second share iassue which is geared to one aim...
success,

Those of you who subscribed £50 or more to the first issue will
now have heard from us and it is to be hoped that all of you have agreed
to let us keep your valuable contributions until we are able to launch
the second issue, later this year. Those of you who subscribed to the
Trust Scheme will be receiving a letter shortly asking if you would also
leave your money with the Society,

Every member and subscriber will automatically receive the new
prospectus, Further details will be published in 'Mid.Hants News®
number 12 within the next two months or so.

The second share issue will have a much lower Minimum Subscription
than the £625,000 target before, and the primary aim is to be able to
run a steam, tourist service over a section of the 'Watercress! line.
How much of the line is saved, depends entirely on our supporters. The .
more money that is raised, the more line we can acquire, With the
setting of a lower Minimum Subscription, serious consideration will be
given to the lowering of the Minimum Application for shares. Our
Donation Fund is being kept open and all money received will be used
by the Preservation Society to buy shares in the next issue.

So rather than feeling despondent, I am sure that all members will
Join the Board in feeling confident about the future. Ve have decided
to go ahead with our rail tour to the Severn Valley Railway in October
and our 1976 Calendar is well advanced., Those who have received a

* membership renewal notice with this Newsletter can rest assured that

we will still be in existence for a&as long as you, our members, want us
to be., There is no reason why that should not be for ever - with steam
services a distinct possibility in 1976.., why not?

RN ¢ P

ABQUT__THE__ISSUE _ITSLLE
Hay 15th was the day which represented the culmination of much
hard work preparing for the issue. After the final decision had been
taken to launch the issue at the Winechester & Alton Railway Ltd.,
board meeting on March 22nd, our longestanding plans were put into
operation,

40O small posters were printed with distribution taking plece to
interested members over the following Easter weekend. Such was the
response that 600 more were printed. Soon, posters were to be seen
all over Hampshire and at many other places in Southermn England.

Door-to-door distribution of leaflets began in mid-April in the
Farnham to Winchester area. The first 12,000 copies of the 4-page
leaflet soon went, and two reprints of 5,000 copies each were ordered
before we had finished. In addition to the door=-to-door distridbution,
leaflets were also available on the sales stand which visited the
Eastleigh Vorks Open Day, organised by British Rail Engineering, on
April 20th and at the Bluebell Railway on Sunday, May 1llth. Members
also distributed leaflets on the part steam-hauled special from London
to Chester on April 26th, and on the Southampton-Maiden Newton special
(to mark the last day of services on the Bridport branch) on 3rd May.
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Our friends in the Southern Electrier Group #lso allowed our leaflets
to be inserted with the May issue of their magazine.,

Ve must thank ell those members who gave up countless hours
distributing leaflets and finding helpful shopkeepers, publicans and
petrol station Managers who agreed to display our posters. Ve
anticipate printing further posters for the next issue so if any wore
members want to display some posters, please let us know - and send us
& 5%p. stamp for postage.

The advertising did not go as planned with several union disputes
taking place at the wrong time for us. For the record, the prospectus
was published as follows:- The Daily Telegraph - liay 16th;

Southern Evening Echo - lay 15th (reduced circulation), lay 20th (full
circulation); The News -~ Portsmouth - May 15th; Alton Herald,
Bordon Herald, Farnhanm Herald, Hempshire Chronicle, Haslemere Herald,
Romsey Advertiser - May 16th; Alton Gazette - May 21st; Potersfield
Post - May 22nd. All these papers carried whole page advertisements
except the Southern Zvening Echo which carried double page spreads,
Smaller advertisements were placed in the Salisbury Journal and in

. the classified colurms of The Times and The Daily Telegraph, The
following national newspapers covered our issue editoriallyst~ The
Observer, The Guardian, Sunday Times, Daily Mail, Sunday Telegxraph,
Financial Times., The London 'Evening News! and many regional evening
and weekly papers also carried the story.

If any members know of any other cuttings that appeared, please
lat us know, as we can then keep a complete record. In particular,
did anyone keep the cutting from 'The Guardian' on May 15th? Locally,
all papers, together with the television and radio stations covered
our efforts admirably, with one or two really excelling themselves.

The net result of this coverage was £100,600 with most subscribers
living outside Hampshire. Considering the economic climate nationally,
this was a useful sum to raise, although the Board of Vinchester &
Alton Rajlway Ltd,, were disappointed that their target was not.

" reached, But all is, very definitely, lIOT lost.

FORUPY ¢ TS

THE_NEXT_SHARE_ISSUT

He cannot give precise detaills at this stage except to say that
it is being planned to take place in the Autumn, Negotiations are still
taking place with British Reil but the ¥, & A, R. Chairman, Mr. John
Taylor is clearly hopeful of a successful outcome. He said recently
1Assuming that we get the response by the potential shareholders to the
request for them to leave their money with us lpending the second issue,
I am confident that the second project will be a big succeas', Certainly
the initial response to our appeal has bean good with money flooding
back te us in every post,

G o PR
VINCHESTER & ALTON RAILUAY LTID, BOARD NEVS

At the March board meeting, the Directors learned with regret that
resignations had been received from lessrs, Grenside, Davis and Neave.
Vith due respect to the others, probably the best known name was that of
Simon Neave, the founder of the preservation movement who worked so
hard in 1972 and 1973 to get the forerunner of today's Preservation
Society off the ground. Simon now works as a television presenter
in the North~East., Hugh Davies ended his short stay on the board Que
to his work taking him back to West Germany. There are now thirteen
Directors on the Board of the parent company, as shown in she last
Prospectus,

emeOume

LOCOUCTIVE DEPT. NTUS_

Several members have written to us, querying the presence of
various locomotives marked as being 'reserved for the Mid-Hants' in
Voodhams scrapyard in South Wales., One of these is the Stanier 2-8-0
number 48518, built &t Doncaster in 194l. As some of you are aware, &
hard working band of our members in the Southampton area formed
themselves into The 45518 Group end for the last year or so have been
working hard towards raising enough cash with which to purchase this
locomotive and nmove it by rcad to Alresford. This Group bas visited
countless rallies and shows with a sales stand on behalf of the M,H.R,P.5
and their group so as to raiso funds. This has resulted in just over



half the money required having been raised, or promised,so far,

Another locomotive with a chance of arriving on the 'Yatercress!
line is the former Southern Region U Class 2-6.0, number 31806, built
at Brighton in 1926. This was originally one of the ill-fates!Eiver'
class tank locomotives (named ‘River Torridge') until it was converted
to a tender locomotive following the Sevenoaks accident of 1927 when
& similar locomotive was involved in a fatal crash, The U class then

proved to be one of the most reliable on the Southern Region following
rebuilding.

cweonw

£50__REVARD.

¥hilst on the subject of locomotives, £50 reward is being offered
by M,H.R,P,S. director John Bunch, the owner of 31874, for the return
of the near-side crank from this locomotive, It was taken from the
locomotive after it had been purchased from Woodham Bros. at Barry
and shortly before the move to Alresford in March 1974. Any information
concerning the whereabouts of this vital part would be gratefully
received and treated in the strictest confidence.

PR o J )
‘THZ_NDXT PUBLIC MESTING

With the second Public Share Issue in mind, we have organised a
putlic meeting in the Village Hall, Four Marks, Nr, Alton, on
Saturday, September 27th at 7.30 p.m. Everyone will have the chance,
after hearing the up-to~date news, to ask members of the Board any
questions about our efforts to save the line, The Hall is in Lymington
Bottom Road about 150 yards south of the main A31 road in the centre
of the village. Bus stops on route 214 are close by.

---0- -

CARRIAGE & VAGON DEPT. NEWS_

The ickhem engineers trolley is now just about in working order
and now those who have been restoring this vehicle have turned
attention to 2 suitable trailer for this vehicle. The trailer chassis
was located at Droxford, on the former Meon Valley line, and moved
to Alreaford on June 28th. Elsewhere, the engineers coach, DS 70168,
bought for the Society some time ago, should be on jhe move soon

from Bristol to a private siding in the London area prior to its move
to Alresford later.

- - o—--—
YOLUNTEERS NIZDED FOR THE S. & T. GROUP

The Signal and Telegraph group are now building up a smpall work
force and would like to hear from anyone interested in the following:e

a}) signalling - either machanical or electrical
b) overhead line work

¢) telephones - i) maintenance or, ii) installation

A good working kmowledge of telephones would be necessary for
section (c). If you are interested in helping in any of the above
sections, please contact Peter Dean for (a? or (b), or Chris Hall
for (c¢) at Alresford Station any Saturday or Sunday aftermoon.

Thanks to the Royal Corps of Transport at Longmoor, the Society
was recently able to take delivery of some signalling equipment

recRining from the former Longmoor Military Railway, This arrived
at Alresford on June 28th,

-n-O---o

FOR SALT.

An American steam whistle. £30 o.n.o.
Apply to John Bunch at Alresford Station.

---O---

THE_!'WATERCRESS' LINE MUSICAL EVENING,

Saturday Lth October; - Alresford Station 7 p.m.

- e - - - - - - - - - e Ve D . .-y

To mark the 150th anniversary of the opening of the Stockton
. -3 -



& Darlington railwvay (and also the 50th anniversary - to the week -
of the building of loco, 3187k), we are holding a musical evening.
Provisionally, we have planned to give this evening a Folk/Country air,

and as anyocne who saw the recent Johnny Cash programme on BBC-2 will
tell you, the formula works well,

We are holding a competition open to all those submitting a song
or ballad about this 1liae, or the people working on it, with a first
prize of £5 worth of record towens, The winning song or ballad will
be included in the programmc.

Several local performers are being approached with a view to
taking part but do we have any such 'hidden talent! in our midst?

All applications for ths competition and enquiries about this
evening should be ssnt to Mrs, Susan Jackson at Stoner Hill Cottages,
Froxfield, Petersfield, Hanmpshire.

PRPPPSY o Jupuges

MEIBERSHID DEPARTNENT
The Society have pleasure in sannouncing the appointment of Roger
Haddock as the new lMecbership Secretary, This fills a vital position
in our ranks and Roger recently took up his duties based at Alresford
Station, We apologize to anyone who waited for nore than a few days
for their acknowledgements of menoy reéceived but the department is
now running smoothly £o tharae chould bo no delays in future.

REYERY o P

TES_SUMMER DRAY
Following the success of tlhe draw last year, we are holding another
at Alresford Station =t 3.(0 p.a. 20 Sunday August 24th, The first
prize is £50, the second £25, and thers are ceveral other prizes tool

In an effort to zavu poctage, we are onclosing with this Newsletter
one book of ten Sp. tickets in the hope that every member will be able
to sell at least ten Yicka®c to nis frisnds and neighbours. Further
books of tickets may te obizined fro: Alrosford Station on Sundays or
by sending a stampod =ddrecusesad snvelcye o Normen Atherden, at 25
The Paddock, Headlsy, 3urdon, Homnehira, GU25 8QF with a note stating
how wany books are reguired, ¥liin tha tickets ere sold, the counter-
foils, money (and any unscid *icke*s) siould be sent to Norman Atherden
at the above address to arrive not later than Friday August_15th. Any
counterfoils received after i1hat dwnte Lay ot pe inciuded in the draw,
Please make all remittances =2yable *o '‘M,H.R,P.S,Ltd.!

Please also make sure *that the ~mn =i address of the purchaser are
.included on the couxterfoils togstiier with yeur own membership number,

as there will be a £5 prize Jcr the celler of the winning ticket., This
is an excaellent opporiimity fcr cvery member to help raise funds for

the Society., The priucs are good - &nd what better cause could there be?

HNCRMAN ATHERDEN,

[EYURNY ¢ PRpUp

RATL__ICURS

On the sheet enclosed you will find details of the first 'Mide-
Hants! rail tour, to the Severm Valley Railway on Saturday 1lith
October. This will be an iZeal opportunity for you to see a preserved
rallway in action and szmgle & return trip totalling 25 miles 'behind
steanm!, quite apart from an interssiing rail journey to and from the
YVest Midlands. We have earrsrked nearly 100 seats from the note
included in the last Nowslettor, co if you want a soat on a tour that
is bound to be popuisr, f£ill in ihs enclosed form rnd send it off today.
Remenber this tour is not cnly availeble to coem“ers, so you can tell
8ll your friends about it as wcil,

Thanks to M», M.D,Strode of Cove, lir. Farnborough, we had intended
offering members thc chz2nzo to traval %o the celebrations for the 150th
anniversary of the STtoutkicn & Davlington Reilway on Sunday August Jlst,
The Southerxm branch of tha Institutica ¢of Mechanical Engineers had )
made provisional errcngzsments with Bratish Rail for a trip to the
North-Zast from Fampshire Lut wflerfunately, suitable travelling times
could not be 2greesd upon. Kowsver, wo are informed that there are
day-trips being org:nizzd L British Rail to and from London (Kings X).

wrmQom-
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VISITORS TO ALRESFO

Anyone present at our H.Q, on Sunday June 22nd will have ervied
the splendid collection of Bentley cars which arrived by courtesy of the
local branch of the Bentley Drivers Club. Thanks are dus to Tom
Threlfall who encouraged his fellow members to come. Ve hope that the
Drivers Club members enjoyed looking at our locomotives as much as we

enjoyed looking at their Bentleys! In addition, Peter Parks arrived
in a beautifully turned out 1513 Rolls-Royce.

The preceding week saw the annual British Legion walk to and from
Alresford and we once again played hosts supplying copious quantities
of 'reviving' tea. Ve look forward to their visit again in 1976,

---0---

WAGON REPATRS LTD,

L T T e e

Close scrutiny of the South Western Tar Distilleries tank wagon
at Alresford will reveal a series of plates along the sole bar, among
them an oval vlate bLearing the legend 'Genly Repaired by W,R.Ltd.,

SR 970, 12-1961', _ ) .
W.R,Ltd,, (Wagon Repairs Ltd.) was formed on April 1st, 1918 as a
repairing organization for the following wagon building and hiring
organizationst=- : S

Birmingham R.C, & W.Ltd,, British Vagon Co,,Ltd.,
S.J.Claye Ltd,, (acquired by W,R. in 1936)., Gloucester R.C,% ¥.Co.Ltd.,
Harrison & Camm; Hurst Nelson & Co.,Ltd., (builders of the wagon

a Alresford);
The Metropolitan C, & W, Finance Co.,Ltd., The Midland R,C.&lW,Co.,Ltd,
The North Central Wagon Co,Ltd.

From that date many of the wagons in 'private livery' such as
Colman's Mustard, South WVestern Tar Distillers Ltd., and local coal
merchants owned their own wagons and the repairing kompanies, of
which Wagon Repairs Ltd., was by far the largest, fixed cast-iron
pPlates to the sole bars indicating that they were the officially
appointed repairers. :

For a wagon to be !generally repaired'! meant that it had been
repaired to a standard which would ensure its safety on the line. All
privately owned wagons are 'generally repaire' every seven years,
although intermediate repairs are carried out as required., In 1939
there were approxioately 125,000 railway-owned wagons and a similar
number of privately-owned wagons., [Iollowing nationalisation of the
railways in 1948, the number of private wagons shrank to about 18,000
although this trend novw seems to have stopped. This reduction has |,
resulted in the number of Wagon Repairs workshops being reduced from the
original 35 to 10, digtributed throughout Great Britain,

NORMAN ATHERDEN.

""""O"--

& _REQUEST EROU THE GALLEY,
Calling all cooks! Thelma Evans of S, & K, PIE fame, wants a
few more helpers on Sunday lunchtimes. Anyone who knows how to handle
an oven and several grubby members shouting !Food! ' at around 1 o'clock
should report to Thelma. Also, any re-usable cutlery would be welcome
(spoons with the inseription 'BER' not accepted!)

PR o Jpu—

AVAILABLE_SHCRTLY FROM THT SHOP...
ses Will be the 1975 VWatercress Line Calendar., Delivery should be
made by the second half of August and the 1576 edition is, as last
year, devoted to 13 photographs taken between inchester and Alton
over the last 25 years, The price will be 75p. (85p. oy post) and
the calendar is worth every penny! :

Ye also hope to bring out a special item which will turn out to be
our best-seller at around the same time, and will also hope to have
a quantity of the 150th anniversary of railways 'First day cover!'.

---o— -.- .
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USED__STAMPS..

Whilst on the subject of. stamps, we are now collecting a large
amount of used stamps so as to boost Society funds, Ideally,
approximately ¥" of single thickness paper should be left round each
stamp, although old postoards and envelopes are best left intact. .These
stamps should be handed in to the shop at Alresford Station.

--—o--u

DATES_FOR_YOUR_DIARY
'§g§g§x_éggggg_gﬁgg -lVisit by Fareﬁam & District Model Enéinéers-to
Alresford Station with live narrow-gauge steam.
Also raffle draw - 3 p.m,
Saturdnz Segtember 27th « Public Meeting, Four Marks Village Hall,
L 2 L 2T 1 1 J - e e A E A E» - - e .- 7 30 p. m.
,Saturdaz_Octobgg_hth - Musical evening, Alresford Station, 7 p.m.
Saturday Bctober IIth - Rail tour to Severn Valley Railway.

Saturday October IBIR _ Model railway exhibition - Alresford

Community Centre.
Saturday November lst - Firework Night, Alrosford Station.

---On--

THE _PRESERVATION OF BERITAIN'S TRANSPORT HERITAGE.

L rrrry X T 3 - R G e e e e

From time to time we all road news items with such headings as
"Famous Aircraft Found in Field", or "Historic Railway Coach Used As
Hen Coop",

Such stories usually go on to relate the hiastory of the relic that
has come to light and describe the famour race, record or event in whieh
it was involved and perhaps most of us feel a mild sense of shock that’
such examples of our country's engineering genius and horitago havo
been so abandoned and neglected.

Often the news item will report that a local group has been formnd
to restore the abandoned relic to its former glory or that & museum or’
society has taken it into its care., Then we perhaps breathe a sigh of
relief and turn over the page. But the real story is about to be
written in other ways and the problems are Jjust beginning. N

It is these problems that concern the "Transport Trust", a registered
charity set up in 19635 to co-ordinate the preservation of all forms of:
historical transport throughout the country. The Trust'!s aims as set
out in its constitution are:

to promote and encourage the permanent preservation, for the benefit
of the nation of:=-

1. Transport items of historical or technical interest.
2, Books, drawings, films, photographs and similar material concerning
all forms of transport by rail, road, air and waterways.

Further to arrange displays and rallies of historical transport
for the benefit of the public.

Simply stated, the .work of the Trust is to provide a "living"
ouseun of all forms of transport. It endeavours to get locomotives
to steam again, cars to take to the road again, the old aeroplanes to
take to the skies again and the femour ships to unfurl their sails or
start their ongines again,

The "Transport Trust" is entirely self-supporting and raises and
collects funds given under deed of covenant, grants and loans and
allocates its funds through its technical advisory committees for
preservation and restoration projects. It has an excellent Working
relationship with industry and its patron, the Duke of Edinburgh, its
president, Sir Peter Allen and its vice presidents who include Lord
Robens, Chairman of Vickers, Lord Kings Norton, Chairman of Berger's,
Lord Montagu and Sir Jan Lewando, are all involved in an active way
in the work of the Trust. :

Roecent examples of the wide ranging activities of tho Trust are
the exhibition of paintings and engineering drewings held at the
Guildhall recently and called "Art in Transport". The exhibition,
which was opened by the Lord lMayor of London, brought together over
four hundred paintings and drawings of transport subjects ranging from
Cuneo's 'Opening of the Stockton & Darlington Railway!, to Michael
Turner's 'Concorde at Fairford!',

The Trust has also established a library and archive in
conjunction with the University of Surrey to accommodate and preserve
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books, engineering drawings, films, photographs, etc., on transport
matters and is willing to assist companies, institutes and individuals
who are having difficulty finding space for their own historical
paterial, The Transport Trust library has quite recently taken into
its care a nagnificent collection of ‘late 19th Century locomotive
engineering drawings and a very fine collection of glass negatives.

In the aviation field the Trust is underwriting the cost of
restoring to flying condition the DH88 Comet racing aircraft which won
what is probably the worlds most famour air race -~ the England so
Australia event of 1934, The Trust is, incidentally, searching for
the gold cup which was presented to the winning pilots, C.W.A,.Scott
and Tom Campbell Black. The Director of the Trust would be delighted
to hear from any reader who knows where it might be!’

On the adninistreative side, the Trust Executive is busy day by day
dealing with Insurence queries - how.rmch for instance, would it cost
to insure the movement of a steam locomotive from York to Biruingham
or cover & 1898 Deimler car in the Brighton Run? Enquiries came in frono
enbryo societies asking for guidance on drawing up other objecta and
articles from established societies requesting technical and financial
agsistance and from individual members of the Trust with queries
ranging from where to obtain a big end for &rn Austin 8 to a list o
transport museums in Japan, (there are six}).

Another particular feature of the Trust's activities is the
publication of its quarterly news journal which contains a wide range
of erticles and photographs of transport preservation activities and
the distribution of HISTORICAL TRANSPORT which is an annual publication
giving descriptions of trensport museurs, displays, and minor railwvays
in Great Britain and Ireland with details of opening times and all
facilities, )

There is no doubt that there is a tremendous and growing public
interest in the nostalga of historical transport. Stean and traction
Tallies, air shows and notoring gatherings all attract large crowds.

The policy of the Trust is to encourage this 'living' ouseun to
ensure that present and future generations have the opportunity t»n
study and enjoy the evidence of British achievenents in air, rail road
and ‘w'at.ero

"If you would like to help in this work you can join the Trust )
as an individual member, it costs £2 and you will receive its regular
news bullétin and other services available only to members, )

Write for details to: .

The Director,

The Transport Trust,
18 Rawmillies Place,
London, Y1V 2BA,

YATERCRESS_LINE MODEL RAILVAY SLUB

A model railway exhibition is being organized to take place on
Saturday 18th October, 1975, with a view to raising tioney to enable the
Club to build and house a permament working model of Alresford Station
B.B. (before Beeching). This would serve &s an added attraction to
people visiting the Winchester and Altor Railway and a source of incone
for the Preservation Society,

The exhibition will be held in the Alresford Community Centre
and already a number of first class working layouts have been promised,
If results of recent exhibitions in the area are & guide, it is possible
that a healthy surplus could arise which could be used to further the
ains of the Preservation Society.

A meeting of Club Members is to bhe called shortly to enable ideas
for a Club exhibit to be discussed and planned but if you are not a
member and feel you would like to either join or help in any .way, please

.contact Chris Sibley, 54 Harvest Road, Dennmead, Portsmouth, or myself,
Ralph Brierley, 2 Windermere Gardens, Alresford (38&41)., Most. of all,
come along on the 18th and tell your friends, or rather tell the
children in your family to tell their friends about it.

‘Further details of exhibits etc., will be circulated nearer
the actual date by news letter, posters, and in local newspapers.,

. eueQece

WASTE PAPER

We finally managed to get rid of our collection of nearly sleven
tons of waste paper recently and, in exchange, Peceived a huge roll of
trading stamps which will go towards purchasing new toolas for use on the
line. Some paper was also sold t? kennels near Alton who are using



this paper in place of straw., However, we do not want everyone

collecting paper as before due to the current Uncertainty of the market.
The space previously filled by the paper in the Goods Shed has

now been put to good use. Thanks go here to the Hack family for

sweeping the shed out after the paper had finally gone.

---o---

WANTED,, . AN INFORMATION OFFICER,

. .Ve are still looking for somecne, living reascnably close to the
line, who 13 prepared to answer letters from the public requiring
information about j$he Society. Applications, please to Alresford Station.

---o---

POETS_CORNIR
. The following poem was received from Sfephen Payne from North End,
Portsuouth, who wrote this after seeing Alresford Station since
.closure by British Rail:

Railwaz Revives,

As I walk along the platford at Alresford
I find it hard to imagine

That the line has closed

I thought it would last forever

But now the sun has set '

NHo longer will I hear the clank of levers
'Or the whistle of an approaching srain.
But perhaps when I visit the line again
The sun will rise as if it had never set
And to hear the whistle of engine

And the merry talk of station staff

Will bring Jjoy to oy heert,

: ---0---

THANKS, ..

to the Havant & Emsworth Round Table (March 27th), Basingstoke 18
plus Group (4April 14th), North Hants Tourist Advisory Panel (April 25th),
Southampton Round Table No. 4 (May 6th), Urie S15 Preservation Grou
(May 10th), Aesociation of Railway Preservation Societies (May 17th),
Roploy Women's Institute (June 10th), Petersfield Round Table (June 19th)
and the Festiniog Railway Society - Hants. & Sussex branch (June 28th
for allowing me to bring their members up ko date with the progress made
twoards re-opening this line., 7Thanks are also due to all those who came
to hear the latest news of the issue at the Alresford Cormunity Centre
on May 28th, It was indeed encouraging to get a 'full house!,

. n-uo.—--"

THE NEXT ISSUE,,.

evss Will be sent to members and should be published in 2/3 months!
tine,’ Contributions should be sent to Tan Crowder at 2 The Gables, .
London.Road, Hook, Basingstoke, RG27 9NH,

-—-o---

DON!T FORGET,..

- to try and visit the Station Shop any Sunday where our young Sales Teanm

will be pleased to show you their extensive range of souvenirs and
railwayanal

---o—--

FINALLY

As the lists are now being compiled for the distribution of the
next prospectus, why not encourage all your friends to help as well,
All names should be sent to The Secretary at Alresford Station. Mean-
while, if your renewal is now due, please send the money to us as soon
as possible. The Preservation Society are going to have to pay for the
coste of the second issue so we will reed every penny, Remember,
everyone should be still 'Looking Forwardt,

--o-o---

-8-
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MID-HANTS NEWS

issue Number 12 v November, 1975.

It is rather pleasant to be able to introduce myself as the new
Editor of 'lMid-Hants News'! particularly on the occasion of our second
share issue. It starts on the 13th November and runs for the
statutory forty days (until 22nd December), and our thirteen Directors
are confident now of acquiring at least part of the thirteen or so
miles from Alton to Alresford, With so many '13s! how can we lose!

While taking over editorship from Charles Lewis, it is reported
elsewhere in this issue that Charles is also 'retiring' completely
from his role as Publicity Director, from both ».H.R.P.S., and W. & 4.
Boards, immediately following the current share issue.

I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of all wembers,
to thank Charles for the expert work he has carried out towards our
cause during the past three years. As a direct result of his efforts,
the Vatercress line has probably become more widely known, received
more comment and coverage in the media, over a much shorter period
than with any other British preservation project. Ranging from the
National press and TV, to local papers and talks at gatherings, the
case for re-opening the railway has been brought to the attention of
millions. Vithout this effért, which personally involved Charles
in up to 30 hours spare-time work each week (unpaid at that), we would
I suggest, be nowhere near as close to our goal as we are nov. All
this, too, in a period of considerable economic uncertainty, which
must have adversely affected our efforts. Thank you, Charles.

if anyone feels that promoting the railway during the exciting
future ahead is a task for which they have the qualifications, then
drop us a line, See the note elsewhere in this issue,

I would l:ke to end my first editorial in a traditional manner
for the liid-Hants: with an appeal. Not for noney, though, for news.
Yithout co-operation from many quarters, this Newsletter would not be
possible, It's quality and content depends to a very great extent on
contributions by members. Any stories, reports, funnies, in poetry
or prose, are velcome! You don't have to be an expert at writing,
it doesn't even have to be in good Znglish - that's my Jjob. Notes or
£ 'phone call are fine.

Contributions or letters please, to: Ian Crowder, 2 Rose Cottage,
Turgis Green, Nr. Basingstoke, Hampshire RG27 OAG. Telephone:
evenings Turgis Green 771; day Basingstoke 3131 Ext., 2172.

FEPR ¢ Jp

SZCOND SHARE ISSUE

BE IO S ErCESSIRMNSEOERT

The Prospectus for the raising of funds to enable us to run a
limited service over the line will be issued shortly. Because of the
smaller venture nov proposed it will be a relatively simpler document
than the original Frospectus. The Company is seeking to raise a
minimum of £75,000 but nevertheless we are inviting you the public
to’'subscribe a maximum of £250,000, If we attain the minimum sum,
then we shall be able to buy tho land from Alresford to Alton and
guarantee that the track between Alresford and Ropley will remain in
position for at least two years. Ideally however, we should prefer
to buy this three miles of line, so that there can be no danger of it
being removed. Accordingly, we must all make every effort to raise
the largest possible sum. The minimum sum of £75,000 is in every
sense of the word a ninimum,

Vhen looking at the Application form on the Prospectus you will
see that there are two parts, one for those who have left their

-1 -



subscription to the first issue with the Company and wish to apply

for that sum to be used for buying shares; the other part is for new
subscribers. You rust delete whichever part is inappropriate. If
you wish to use whatever sum you have already with the Company and to
add a bit more, then do not delete either part but send a cheque
payatle to Winchester & Alton Railway Limited for the additional sum
you want to subscribe. ¥We have got to raise the minimum sum before
Christmas, so please do not delay and send in your @application as soon
as the Prospectus is available.

SIMOHN DAVIES.
QU P,

A Grand Report

of the

GRAND_SUMMER DRAY 1975 by Norman Atherden.
-Promptly at 15.00 on Sunday 24th August, on the Up Platform of
Alrésford Station, the Summer Draw took place. Appropriately heralded
by & steam whistle from the Down Platform (yes, the train was standing
ON the platform - model, of course!) Beverley Evans brightly started
to draw the fourteen prizes. Beverley - usually seen adorning the -
station shop - deservedly received a hearty round of appiause
following the dravw, .

Half the winners were members (perhaps the other winner: can be
persuaded to join?) although only one of the audience received a prize.
The success of the draw was such that a Christmas Draw was suggested -
not possiblse, unfortunately, because of the second Share Issue.

Vinners were as follows:

Prize Ticket No. Name and address
£50 10461 B. Keep, ledstead.
£20 . 12883 4, Jones, Newport,
: Gwent.
£10 0877 D. Monger, Milford.
£5 13889 T. Penuan, Yinchester
£1 5499 J, Haskett, Hayling
Is,
£ 1 13612 R. Springer,
Alresford.
£1 12843 C. Dickings, Winslow,
£1 1865 _ J. Finnigen,
01d Alresford.
£ 1 5037 lr. Goodman, Vorthing.
£1 10060 M. Yorrall, Towyn,
£ 1 7h21 A, Bassett,
Staplehurst.
£1 11163 G. Gibbs, Alton.
£1 1570 - R, Dale, Emsworth.
£ 1 3468 ' I. Read, Lymington.

Concerning the draw, I received nearly a hundred letters of
complement, and half-a-dozen critical comments, However, it is worth
mentioning the points which these raised: firstly, the differing
dates on the tickets and that mentioned in the ‘Hid-Hants llews®; and
secondly the difficulties many people had in obtaining additional
supplies of tickets. :

On. the first count, this was due to a typographical error but
the date ahown on the ticket wes the correct one. As it happened, the
difference was fortuitous since it ellowed time for ALL the returned
tickets to be included in the draw., Concerning ticket supplies, by
law the number of tickets which can bhe printed is limited and we had
the maximum number. This meant that after distribution to members
there were only about 100 remaining, which were quickly snapped up.
Tickets were sold in many fare-reaching places - even Canada. This
probles of insufficient tickets - B8C people asked for further supplies -
should be .3solved sonn with amended legislation.,

The draw showed a profit of some £200 ~« this would not have been
possible but for the task performed by those stalwarts who for three
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weeks spent every evening pushing up to six itewms and the tickets

into envelopes and they deserve our sincere thanks. Thank you also to
all who purchased tickets, sent in donations and helped to organize
the draw, Finally, thanks to our younger members: Beverley Zvans who
made the draw; Lorraine Hack who delivered tickets in the Alresford
area by hand, and ifichelle, who folded most of the 6,130 counterfoils
by hand!

—--O---

Charles Lewis reports on the journey of,.. - S
?E@_LAST TRATN TO TATABANYL (or the_Severn Va}%gz_%&%%_?our!)

At 2,45 on October 1l1lth, diesel unit 1036 pulled out of
Portsmouth and Southsea station at the commencement of a journey over
strange tracks to Kidderminater and the Severn Valley. The weather,
although cold, was sunny which made for a very pleasant journey. By
the time we had left Reading (the train stopped at Eastleigh,
Vinchester, Basingstoke and Reading) all seats were taken with 232
members and friends aboard. The train was named 'Vatercress Belle!
and many admiring looks were cast at the handsome headboard made by
Dave Zvans and friends,

Although keeping to time for most of the journey, there was &
signal stop &t Clton (BR having a little joke?g on the outskirts of
Birmingham which made us a few minutes late at lidderminster. Five
Midland Red coaches took us the short distance to Jewdley, where ex-
LMR 2-10-0 No, 600 'Gordon' was waiting with a nine-coach train in
Platform 2, All other passenger trains were cancelled that day on the
Severn Valley Railway due to the filming of 'The Saven Per Cent.
Solution'. Foreign looking posters for the benefit of the film were
everywhere. The north end of Bewdley station had been renamed
'Tatabanya' and the south was 'Bratislavat'!. Many took the opportunity
to photograph tank loco 4566 in steam near one of the foreign name-boards

Our train eventually set off half &n hour late and was accompanied
with derisive cheers from some necbers at the sight of the film
conpany'!s activities further up the line. The scenery along the SVR
is delightful and several !'foreign' loconotives, dressed up for the
film, provided plenty of additional interest. Arrival at Bridgenorth
coincided with the sun going in but it remained dry and passengers had
about two hours to look round the station and yards or around the town.
A real foreign locomotive, German 2-6-2T7 llo. 064-305 attracted much
attention and I for one will return when this fine engine is in stean
once agein, '

Departure wag fifteen minutes earlier than planned which was joat
as well since the filming held up our train on the trip back to Bewdley.
As a result, the BR departure from Xidderminster was 2lso late. However,
the driver of our train must have been heartened by the news that
‘Southampton beat Chelsea L-1, because although 13 nminutes late at
Birminghan, we reached Reading 8 nminutes early. The train reached
Eastleigh even earlier, because to the great anusement of many at the
cost of others, VWVinchester was passed at 30 mph{ Taxis were provided
for the unfortunate ones from Zastleigh.

The day was 2 great success and the Preservation Society and the
43518 Group, Joint organizers, recorded a good profit., 4 second tour
may run in the spring and if any nenber has a suggestion for a
destination, drop a line to Alresford 3tation, Finally, thanks must
be expressed to Geoff Gardiner and Brent Holloway who helped with
rmuch of the work of distributing tickets and allocating seats.

[P o Pupp.

"YATERCRESS COUNTRY LIWE!

It was one of those very wet nights on Thursday 2nd October, which
is probably why only sixty people turned out to come to The Community
Centre at Llresford for "Vatercress Country Line" instead of the two
hundred we were hoping for. None the less, it was a most enjoyable
evening., 3But vhat was "Vatercress Country Line" you will ask if you

-weren't there. (Why weren't you?) It was an evening of country and
folk music with drains as the central theme and the purpose was to
raise funds for the Mid-Hants Railway Preservation Society.

Our guests were a first class Country and Vestern 3ank by the name
of "Flintlock" who are well-known in clubs and pubs all over the southj;
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Dave Williams, *he versavile foll: singer and ceilidh chairman of B3C
Radio Solent fame; "liuffin The liule", a prouising folk group from
Addlestone; and Paul Royston, a young singer/songwriter who pedalled
all the way from Basingstoke on his bicycle in the pouring rain, and
who would certainly have worn a mecdal for bravery if there had been one
about. Robin Vest was our li.C. He gets around quite a bit too, having
sung on the BBC and is known as a singer/comic in cabaret throughout
Sussex, Surrey and Kent, .

"Come fire or hell the Bournemouth Belle" just had to get to town
so when the 'main'!' was blocked it took the better way around. Through
Llresford, Ropley, HMedstead, Alton wove the coaches cream
"The VWatercress" they did confess could take it like a dream."

"So ride with me toross the hills and valley,

Soon you'll agree it's the oaly place to be,

Come be my guest on the old "Jatercress®

Where steel and steam make the ideal conmpany."

So runs the first verse and chorus of the song which won "The
Vatercress Line" song and poem contest. It was written by Ian Fyvie
of Addlestone and sung by his group "Muffin the Mule",

Tied second came the song "~he Little Vatercress Loco" by Mr. Alec
Strachan of Totton, and "The Yatercress Line" by lirs. F.M.Jobson of
Whitchurch. i :

Highly commended were "iatercress Line" a song by Paul Roystaon
and "Ballad of 'The Uatercress' Vorkers" a poem by l4rs. Bunch of
Alresford, -Mr. Atherden, one of the Directors of The Mid Hants
Railway Preservation Society, presented the prizes.

The winning song "So Ride Yith Me" sung by "Muffin the iule'" was
recorded by BBC Radio Solent and went out on the air no less than
four times. . .o

I would like to give special thanks to lir., and Mrs. Ron Hack,
Mr. and Mrs. Colin Fuller and Mr. Atherden, who helped in so . mAny
. ways; and also those lovely ladies who produced the delicious.

" refreshments.

It would be nice to have more music evenings to raise "Stean" .
for "The Vatercress Line" and if there is anyone who would like to
write to me with ideas, please do so, - I would love to hear.from you,

Mre. Susarn D, W, Jackson,
Stoner Hill Cottage, -
Froxfield, '
Nr., Petersfield, Hants.
Y o TS
A _FZU_IDEAS _FOR_CHRISTMAS
: Always presuming that everyone must have a friend who will be
. given £10 worth of Mid-Hants shares as a Christmas present, there are
several items in our shop at Llresford Station which would make ideal
gifts.
" pirst of all there is the 1976 Calendar (75p. or 87p. by post)
with 13 large black and white photographs of Mid-Hents trains over
the last 25 years. Ve have tried to include as many different classes
of locomotive a3 possible so this calendar should prove to be a popular
gift,.
We have now produced our owvn booklet entitled 'The !fid-Hants
‘Yatercress' Line' (35p. or Lip, by post) and this includes much of
the history of our line from 1861 until the present day., Ve have
already sold hundreds of these booklets in the short tine they have
been available., Many photos of stations and Mid-Hants trains are
included and these should jog quite a2 few nemories.
Finally, our Christmas Card (8p. each) which this year shows 2
Mid-Hants steam special 2t Alton, is nov on sale.
Our stock at Alresford is expanding fast so ke sure you call in
to the shop next time you visit us......
: ‘ - GSHO?P NZWS -

. The Society is pleased to announce the appointment of Mrs, YWinifred
Hack as llanageress of the Alresford Station Shop. . .
' The Society is most grateful to Mrs. Hack for the long (unpaid!)
hours she puts in at the.Shop, vhich she now keeps open virtually

every day. The actual hours she spends ai the Station can only be
exceeded by her Husband Ron, who is rarely seen away fror: the N Class
locomotive, which ke is helping to restore. )

"Jin" will be pleased to sce renbers and supporters at the shop
at weekends or during the week and our range of stock is ever

R [,



increasing, Y2 heve just negotiated an Agency with firfix Products
and their curreni range of railway kits will shortly be on sale.

Finally, sincere thanks alsc to the other Shop helpers, who also
put in many long (unpaidl) hours un the Shop at weekends., Thanks to
Chris Grahan, Beverley, Sue, Morvan 3uck and all other helpers.

coLI.i FULLER.
Yy YR '

AFTIR THE 'ERIZF' HISTORY...

...comes the detailed history, but first I would like to hear from
anyone who has information a»out the line, the people who worked on it,
the trains that rcn on it and also how the growth of the line caused
the growth of the surrounding area, If you can help in any way, please
drop me & line at Alresford Station., Thanks are also due to those who
have sent photographs of Mid-Hants trains in response to my earlier
request. Keep ther coming!
CHARLES LEVYIS.
===Qe=- :

THANKS. .. '
to the Basingstoke Round Table MNo. 93 (September 29th), Farnham Young
Conservatives {October 15th) and the Alresford Young Farmers Cludb
(October 22nd) for allowing me to tell “heir members about the up-to-
_ date progress on restoring this line. )

) CC‘I‘L.

ST o Py

VAITED - A CLERICAL GROUZ
It is a long time since your Secretary contributed to the
~#Mid-Hants News" - not sipce iscue No. 2 to be precise -~ so perhaps
I cay be allowed 2 few lines “o dwell kriefly upon a facet of our
enterprise which gets scant notice,

It was John Milton who wrote: "They also serve who only stand and
wait." My paraphrase i3 much less poetic but nore appropriate to oy
theme: "They also serve who only sit and write."

If this venture of ours should fail - and, let's face it, any
commercial enterprise from I.C.I. to the corner shop could fail in
this exceptional period - it would not he for want of enthusiasn or
effort on the part of those who take their coats off and get stuck
into the manual jobs. It would be because too many members avoid like
the plague the less congenizl chores which are part and parcel of any
organization like ours,

Glanour and personal satisfaction there may well be in restoring
a steanm engine, laying track, painting a signal box - and vital all
such work is. But when it cores to getting down to it behind a desk
or typewriter, addressing eavelcpes and sticking on stamps there is a
tendency to shy like startled colts.

I wonder hov ceny of you have any idea of what will be involved
when we have to record, register, process and service two or three
thousand shareholdings in compliance with the requirements of the
Companies Act? Uith our prosent strength of clerical help the prospect
is terrifying.

*Je have our locomotive group, our permanent way group, our
signalling group, ow rolling-stock group, our building group. 3ut
WHERT IS OUR CLIRICAL GROUPT I kxnow we have & small nuober of stalwerts
without whose help behind the scenes we would have foundered long since.
All praise to them for tackling the uninspiring, mundane Jjobs.

The moment has core, however, vith the new Prospectus and further
capital issue upon us, when & strong, efficient clerical group is
absolutely essential to our success., Fron Directors to tea boy (have
we got one?) we need practical help from ALL of you to keep the
clerical wheels turning. Is theore here, perhaps, & useful outlet for
the energies of some of our lady members? Please let us have your
names as soon as possible end also say if you have a typewriter,
Remenber you will be the backbone of our enterprise in the challenging
years ahead.

F, CLIFTON SHERRIFF.

eeeO e

TELEZVISIOU 4T _ALRISFORD_(AGAIN!)

P . Y — e A W GG vp MG W e e v e wb W e e

Southern Television cnce again visited Alresford Station, for two
days in August, to filwm scenes fer the children's serial 'Hoggs Back',
fsaturing Derek Royale, ‘Jeady Richard and Hugh Lloyd. The Station was
renamed 'Little Delling' for the occasion and transmission nationwide

was on the 20th and 27th Octobcrﬁ
e
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THT TRLLGT STLAUDINIG CIT THDE DOTNT PLATTORI. ..
Live steam visited Alresford on August 2kth, when visitors hag
. the opportunity to take a ride behind locomotives in miniature. The -

Farehan and District Society of Model Engineers laid a short stretch
of line along the platform, and operated a fine selection of 3% din,
and 5 in. gauge locomotives., The Society will be meking & return
visit on Sunday 16th llovember, so make a note of the date and enjoy
the sight and smell of steam once agein wafting arcund the station
buildings!

. Y 5 T,
‘I’ELCOIE. o e .
vsst0 Geoff Parr who is now Information Officer, answering postal

erquiries from the public asking about our progress. This was a task
which was previously undertaken by Charles Lewis. ’

- -o--—

LOCOMOTTIVE_NOTES,

First of all, Peter Parks has drawn to our attention that e large
number of good quality pipe fittings, suitable for brake vacuun systems
and so forth, and two sack trolleys have been given to the Soclety by
Xingdons, the Hardware store in Winchester. Thank you, Xingdons,
and thank you lir. Fayers (an Alton member ) for drawing them to our
attention.

N Class Progress.

- v - e - - -

This locomotive has of course drawn a lot of attention fronm
visitors to the station, all of whon seen to corment favourably on
the progress of restoration. Yiuch of the sheet metal work is now
resplendant in gleaning black paint, while the frames, wheels, notion
and everything else are spotlessly clean, It now looks as if it won't
be long before the engine is in stean once nore. . -

. The boiler has received considerable attention and it is in
rerarkably good condition considering how long it was standing in the
salty atnosphere of Darry docks. An hydraulic test hes been carried
out privately and this showed minor areas of attention. John 3unch
says that the boiler is now ready for the Cornhill Insurance Boiler
Inspector end the hydraulic test for his benefit will take place shortly
Meanwhile, the appeal for nissing parts (notably return crank and
eccentric rod) produced nothing and these major items are now being
specially made. Tender repairs have now largely been conpleted and
altogether ihe state of the engine is very good. '

Everyone corplainad in the latter days of SR stear e&bout the
horrible dirty state some of the engires were in. This was @bviously
‘& blessing in disguise - there is nothing better than hard, sooty
grease and oil for providing resistance against the elenments!

Since most of the attention has lately been centred on the 'N',
not pmuch heavy worlt has beex carried out on these two loconotives.
The Hudswell Clarke ncw has no tubes, and the retubing is to be
supplenented by sone of the good old tubing welded to forn sowid,
full length tubes. The Insurance Coupany has confirmed that this
is in order, provided that pressure tests ere carried out to the 3oiler
Inspector's satisfaction. The cylinder bores, stean chests arid valve
gear have been examined and have been found to be in first class
condition, and sbsolutely no attention is required here. Slough
Estates, the previous ovwner of the engine, certainly took routine
‘maintenance seriously. Re~-painting is now progressing well,

Meanwhile, the !'3agnall Boys'! have been busy painting their ~
engine and a brief ingpection by the Boiler Inspector indicated that
perhaps the heavy boiler repairs originally considered necessary
night be avoided.
8~F TIIANCE,

The 48518 Group, it is nice to lmow, only need £500 more to
secure the locorotive from 3arry scrapyard, 4lthough the fund«raising
effort must take seconc place during the share issue, it seens that
if past efforts are enything to go by, it won't be long before the
engine is on its way to Alresfordl

- —O-— -

FUDLICITY OFFICER_

" T r ] - - s -

As mentioned in the Zditorial, our Publicity Officer, Charies

-
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lewis is I'retiring', =zlthough ol ccurse ¢ won't disappezr from the
liid-Hants scene altogether. Ve are now looking for someone to take
over the jcb of keeping the press and public informed of our
activities., Although two of Charles's jobs - editing the Mid-Hants
News and providing inforoetion following public requests -~ have been
elready taken over, someone is needed to carry on the 'meat! of the
PRO's job. The work will invclve regular contact with local press,
radio and television, as well a3 national newspapers and magzazines.
The person appointed will alsoc have to give talle on our progress to
local orgenizations who have been lzind enough to ask the Society to
provide a spealier at meetings., Ideally, the person appointed should
have some lnowledge of the media, have access to a typewriter, be on
the 'phone day and evenings and be used to public speaking., If you
feel that this position is for you, apply to Llresford Station, or
drop 2 line to the Editor.

eecDewew
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John Adanms, Hon., Archivist, spotted this in a recent issue
of the Hampshire Chronicle.

"Sunday, Septewber 4th, 1875: Viachester.

The half-yearly general meeting of the Mid Mants Railway Company
{£1ton Lines) was heid on londay at the Company's offices, in Cannon
Street, with lMr, H, Eall, a Director, presiding. The report stated
that the traffic for the half-year ending June 30th last amounted to
£5,527 but deductinrg the Government duty and working expenses,
together £2,425, there was a balance of £3,098. This return exhibited
an increase on the net earnings.far the half-year of £202 over the
earnings of the corresponding period of the previous year".

If they could make & profit, we canl

---O---

FOR_SALE,
Strip mounted relay sets containing Post O0ffice 3000 type relays,
in working coandition, Will operate on 12v DC, and are suitable
for model railways and so forth. Complete with mounting strips
and covers., ’ .

¥No. of Relays Approx no. of Price
conteacts

A 15 1914 13C 2K 73 £2-00

B 14 L2y 14C 28X 2-00

C 10 30H 10C 20K £1-50

D 8 20M 1C £1-00

Contacts key: If =« make; C - change-over; K -« make before break;

B - break, Relays sold individually if required. 4lso, ex-GWR
telephone pole insulators, 25p. each, Ideal paper weights. Further
details, contact the Shop, Alresford Station.

[P o apip

POSTS_CORNER.
They came in 'lots' or one by one,
To rest here at their seaside grave,
grinding to their final clanking, shrieking haltj
Forgotten warriors fronm a2nother age.

Now in endless ranks of rust, they wait:

Their fate has been to die & lingering.death

Fron paralysis of noving parts.

Their protecting skin of paint has gone,

Weathered by a decade of rain, salt and windj;

Or scorched by Summer sun.

Their vital organs, too, removed,

By ‘collectors' - those vandals of the railway world.
Nor & sorry sight confronts the eye:

£ decrepit graveéyard, filled with rotting grimy heaps.

For some, the final fate will be,



For what skeleton that may still remain,
The burning torch that takes its toll,
With oxygen-acetylene.

Ironic, to be destroyed by fire,

Vhen once by fire they thrived.

Their steel remains will be melted down,
Made into cars or razor blades,

But for others, there lies 2 happier fatej
Though rusting now, they've been selected,
By a preservation group,

To be restored and resurrected.

And though we oust spend time and money,
De-rust and peint, and hunt for spares;
Our toil and effort will be worthwhile,
When they steam again in future years.

KENNETH COLZE.

LYY o FEPEPN

FINALLY,

If you can‘help save the 'Watercress Line' - nplease act now - do not
delay - fill in the Application form for shares now and send it-to us at
Alresford Station.

memmemeamemeeeieeeeeec————————— B e
Produced and published by Vid-Hants Railway Preservation Society Ltd.
Alresford Station, Alresford, Hants.
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£DITORIAL.

The speculation, at last, is over and it must by now be general
knowledge that the second share issue has exceeded the required minircum
target sunm of £75,000, thus signalling the start of the real physical
task of re-opening the tatercress Line, In the lead article,

John Taylor, Chairman of the Vinchester & Alton Railway Company Limited
outlines something of what was involved in organising the share issue
and what the next stages are. Of course, the share issue now remains
open and prospectuses are still available. To those who have already
contributed, the Share Certificates will be issued shortly.

The success of the issue marks the culmination of a trewmendous
anount of backrooo work and negotiation on the part of the Boards of
both W & A and the MHRPS. They deserve & big round of applause for
making the hopes of hundreds of people a reality.

Lots of changes are now going to take place throughout the
Mid Hants organisation - and not least of these will Ye with 'Mid-Hants
News'., As outlined elsewhere, this is planned to be the last duplicated
issue - Number 14 will be properly printed, complete with illustrations
and photographs. This will be the magazine for YOU, hopefully largely
by YOU - so all contributions, comments, suggestions, letters,
Photographs and so forth will be most welcone!

L VT

VESSAGE FROM JOHN TAYLOR - CHAIRIAN,
WINCHESTZR & ALTOll RLILUAY LTE.

After years of set-backs and frustration, I am indeed pleased
that we have passed the nminimuc Share requirement of £75,000.
' This enables us to keep the Share issue open so that applications

Ll e bttt el ittt e T i - o ———— . T AP TR 5 e G G WP A R S
-

for SharesTcan continus o bslaccapted:

Every extra pound we now receive is a tremendous help in
expediting the further 2ims and objectives of the Company and the
Preservation Society. At the very least it will reduce overheads
substantially by saving interest on the Permanent Way.

The Response has been magnificent - KEEP IT UP - tell your
friends and acquaintances that prospectuses are still available
and being issued from fLlresford Station.

We still have to complete legal formalities - once this is done,
wWe can really say it is 'Full Steam iAhead!,

I would like to take this opportunity of thanking the many peopile
who in so many different ways contributed to this success - we have
turned a dream into a reality.

Nothing succeeds like success and I look forward with confidence
to a successful future for our unique railway,

cerQen-

LOCONOTIVE HNOTES

'N' Class 31C74,
Work on this locomotive is progressing very well - any Sunday will

-1 -



find dozens of overalled men - and girls - working, painting, scraping,

fitting, drinking tea, yarning. There is certainly an air of
expectancy since the locomotive is so near to steaming, and that it

is

now positive that there is a railway for it to run on! The replacement

parts required, mentioned in the last lewsletter, are now either
complete or approaching completion.

CF Class 43518

The 438518 group are now well on the way towards purchasing the Stanier
CF resting in darry scrapyard, South Vales, Although, of course, fund
raising activities have lately been focussed on the share issue, there
is now less than £750 required for purchase. ' 4Lll that's left then is

transport to the Ilid Hants . the money for this has to be raised,
possibly through a sponsor.

An important source of income for the Group is & sales stand

which is taken to nodel railwvay exhibitions, traction engine rallies
and so forth. This is a joint venture between the Group and the MHRPS,

which provides valuable publicity for both. The stand is manned oy
four members of the Group, of whon special mention should be made ¢

[+]

Allan lewis, whose help with transport and in other ways keeps the show

-on the road.

Allan lewis and his nmerry bpand will represent the SF Group and

the

IHRPS at the following events during Februvary and larch, so if you are

in these areas please pop in to see us:

28th February: Talyllyn RPS liodel Railway Exhibition,
Xing Edward VI School, Southampton.

”

13th karch: Portsmouth Railway Circle liodel Railway ZExhibition,

Yesley Central Hall, Fratton Road, Portsmouth,

27th WMarch: Great ‘estern Society liodel Najilway Exhibition
Crosfield Hall, Romsey.

A second stall will be in operation during 1976 and if any .
readers can suggest events at which the Societies can be represente
please let Srent Holloway know either at Alresford Station or at
48 Players Crescent, Totton, Southampton SOL 44Z. Thank youl

Urie S$-15 Class 30505

This locomotive will be the next arrival at the liid Hants -
hopefully, transport arrangenents will be completed by the time you
Tead these notes. This representative of an inportant LS'R class w
be a most valuable addition to the llid Hants notive pover, running

d,

il1

once again over metals it nmust have traversed many times before. In

this feature article, GIOFF STYLES of the Urie S-15 Preservation.
Group describes the locomotive, traces the development of the class
and-discusses the Group's efforts in securing the future of. 30506.

Y ¢ Sy

REVIVAL OF 4 FORGOTTEI CLASS
liention the name of Robert Urie to many British Railwvay

enthusiasts and the chances are you'd be met by a Hlank stare, or a
best a vague recollection that someone of that name had built some
loconmotives for a major railway. To Southern enthusiasts, though,
name of Urie is associated with the series of heavily constructed
six-coupled tender and tank engines turned out of Castleigh i'orks
between 1914 and 192L, Before 1514, the London and South Yestern
Rajilway had, for its heaviest trains, relied on the various elegant

t

the

but largely ineffective 4-5.0s of Dugald Drurmond. The Urie engines

were a great advance, both in terms of reliability and ease of
maintenance. TFew people today, however, give Robert Urie his due
credit as an innovator, for the concept of the original Urie H1j5
design was still in use at the time of the construction of the last
British Railways steamn locomotive in 1950. The characteristic Yrie
design~features were a large boiler, a superheater, a high ruming
plate, outside ‘lalschaerts valve-gear, and two cylinders only. In
addition, a measure of standardisation, especially of boilers, was
achieved. This basic fornm, allied to Churchward's work on steane.
circuit design, is seen in all the IR standard locomotives and in
cuch of the work of all four grouped Companies after 1923,

The S15 class was conceived as the last of Urie's three L4-8-0
-2 -
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for the South Yestern, and the first was completed in January, 1920,
The class constituted a small-wheeled version of the express passenger
H15 class, and was intended for use primarily on freight traffic;
Although they made frequent appearances on passenger trains through-
out their lives, particularly for the heavy boat trains. They were
'hard sloggers' rather than 'greyhounds' anongst engines, dut could
achieve 70 m.p.h. when called upon. Twenty loconotives were build in
1820 and 1921 and R.E,L, liaunsell later constructed 25 of a modified
type for the Southera Railwav,

“he Urie engines spent riost of their lives at Feltham shed,
working freights from the marshalling yard, although members of the
class spent tine at Zxmouth Junction, i'line Tlms and Salisbury. During
the Second Yorld VWar, some members of the class wandered further afield,
on loan to the Great estern and worked out of 0ld Cak Comnon, Southall
and even Tyseley, Kost of them ran nearly 1t-million miles during
service and withdrawals froo 3R did not start until 1952, The 1last one,
30512, was also the last Urie engine in service and was laid aside in
Karch 1954, There it was expected their story would end, as the
remainder of the class found their way to various scrap dealers.

Two locomotives, though, fetched up at Voodham Bros. Yard, Barry
Docks, where they lay in company with over 2C0 others awaiting cutting
up. In 1971 two letters appeared in the Railway iagazine - one fron
lir, A, 7i1d of Bournemouth, the other from H. C. Casserley - pointing
out that the engines at 3arry included two London and South Vestern
Railway L-5-0s vhich were of considerable historic significance - not
only were they the last surviving SR pre~grouping L-3.C engines, they
were also the only surviving locomotives designed by Robert Urie. Both
gentlewen felt that sowething ought to be done and in April 1972, it
wvas., An announcement by Roger Hardinghanm, of Stanford, Lincolnshire,
was published to the effect that if others would join him, he would
start an appeal to save a Urie S515. That first appeal produced 32
wembers of the new Group, and an immediate start was made by having
the two engines - 30499 and 30505 - professionally exanined., 30505
was found to be in the better condition, the eight years in Sarry
having had little internal effect and a quotation of £4,000 was obtained
from Joodhams as the purchase price of the engine. The initial target
was 100 members and £1,000 in the bank at the end of the first year;
in fact, after 12 months there were 2L7 members, and the engine had
been bought with the aid of a ban: loan., A limited amount of restor-
ation work was possible at Barry, the rmin priority being to get all
exposed surfaces coeted with red-lead paint as a protection against
the salt-air and all bearing surfaces de-rusted and greased.,
Enthusiastic bands of mechers swarmed over the engine once a month and
in the first year over 1000 man~hours were recorded. In its first
year the Group went fror: an idea to the ovners of a 120-ton steamnm
locomotive.

Our second year was just as active as the first, with painting and
greasing still the major tasks and at the end of it we had repaid the
bank-loan and begun to thinl: about moving ouvr locomotive to a more
permanent hone.

One feature of the Group is its denocratic structure, for all
major decisions are put to a vote of shareholders, and as the location
of the engine was as important a decision as any we were likely to
have to male, a ballot was held in early 1974, in which the iid-Hants
line were clear winners. Unfortunately, the result of a ballot does
not move an engine 2355 miles and whilst opening negotiations for a
form of agreement for 'residence' at Alresford, we launched a ligve-a-
liile fund and stepped ©p our activities in the sales field. Our first
pudlication, a list of engines at Zarry, came out early in 1974 and
was an immediate success, wita our printer working flat-out to keep up
with demand. 4 second edition of the darry List came out in 1975,
(copies are available at the Alresfo=d Station shop) and rapidly outsold
the first. 'Jith this success, we set ebout planning other publications
which should see the light of day in 1975, In the meantime, after
protracted negotiations, we reached a suitable form of agreement with
the llid-Hants Railway for our howme on the line,

The failure of the first inchester % ALlton share issue
disappointed us all, for it delayed our move again. The second share
issue was for a scheme materially different from the first, so we
decided another %allot of members st be held and this toolk rlace in
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late 1975. The Mid-Hants was again the preferred scheme and with the
successful issue in December 1975, we hope that it will not be too
long now before 30506 arrives on & line on which she ran frequently
in the past. , A

The next few years promise to be exciting ones for the Group, with
f1:11 restoration taking place. ¥e have no intention of skimping on this
and expect to take about three to four years, including a full retubing
of the boiler. Our experts tell us that 30506 is in fine condition and
does not need a great deal of work but we would lilke to feel that when
we have finished restoration we will have an engine which will run for
the next twenty years without a major problem - perhaps that is hoping
for a great deal with a machine that is already 5% years old but the
‘original workmanship was so sound and solid that we believe it to be a
possibility. Ve have not yet decided on a livery for the engine but it
will be one that was carried by it in service and will be decided by a
full share-holders ballot. Cf course, we need as much help as we can
get and our 620 members have no aversion to being joined by anyone with
an interest in preserving an unique steam engine! Shares are available
at £1 ‘each and this gives free membership for a year (including issues
of our magazine 'Stovepipe'). Our Treasurer, a2t 24 Church Road, Fleet,
Hampshire will be pleased to hear from you!

ORI ;
CARRIAGE & WAGON_NOTES.

Recent freight arrivals.

During past months, freight rolling stock has been arriving at
Alresford, to join the South Western Tar Distillers tank wagon already
there, : )

The first of these was an ex-LMS steel wagon frame, which was
carried by the road hauliers returning from taking the Bluehell
Railway's 0-6-0T 'Fenchurch' to the Stockton and Darlington 156G year
clelbrations. This frame was purchased from La Porte Acids limited,
Castleford, Yorkshire by Mr., J. A. Williams. It was built in 1935 but
no further details are known. 4ny information on this or any other
Tolling stock at Alresford will, of course, be welcomed by the C & Y
Department.

Three further arrivals were from the former Longmoor Military
Railway and vere 21l built before 1935. Despite their wooden frames,
two are in excellent condition considering their age. They were
originally purchased in connection with the abortive LIMR preservation
project and since 1972 have been in a scrap yard at Farncombe. The
first of this trio, No. 046270, is a drop-side 10-ton wagon built to
Railway Clearing House standards and is owned by Mr, C, Le Corney,

8 regular member of the C & ¥ Dept, It was delivered to Alresford on
Christmas Sve, MNo. CL6277 is similar to the latter vehicle, but a

large part of the body is missing. The frame is also cracked, following
derailment, it is believed, when an LMR freight train ran away due to
vendalism, The wagon has been broken up for spare parts, The covered
goods wagon, No. 047754, is thought to be of lidland Railway origin.

It was used in the filming of !'Young Winston' on the LMR and still
sports the initials SAR (South African Railways). The latter two

vehicles were trensported to Alresford irn November and are owned by
the MHRPS.

Yan and carriage purchases.

Two very recent ﬁurchases, yet to arrive at Alresford, are both ex.
Southern vehicles: a parcels van and brake coach. The coach is

Bullied Brake Secon Open, built in 1947. In latter passenger-carrying
days it was numbered ¥ 4211 S, and operated from Exeter. Now identified
DS 70319 it has latterly been based at Bristol, used for training
purposes. .

The PMV parcels van is believed to have been built at Ashford in 1934.
Formerly numbered & 2169 S, it is now IS 93, and i3 fully fitted as =a
tool and mess van, complete witlh stove, benches, tool chests, storage
space and so forth: ideally suited for its intended role on the Mid
Hants. Apart from requiring roof re-felting, it is in excellent order
and is at present located 2t Yeovil Junction.

In the next issue, it should be possible to announce the purchase of
further coaching stock.

Manpower required!

Yith three wagons to restore and the prospect of other rolling stock



in the offing, the C % W group is suffering from a serious shortage of
manpower! 1le are at present a small but enthusiastic band, with
nembers coming from as far away as London and Southampton, You will be
velcome to join us - no previous experience is necessary, so long as
you canr wield & paint brush or rust screper. Of course, anyone with
experience in this field would be invaluable at this stage to help and
advise,

Ve woul¢ @lso like to reiterate our appeal for tools - anything
is welcome, especially rags. Drop in and see us on any Sunday, in the
Goods Shed at Alresford Station if you'd like to assist.
garriage_ggg_yggon Fund.

- From tioe to tine, items of rolling stock of pre-nationalisation
origin appear on the ER tender lists or are offered for sale through
other sources. Many of these would form interesting exhibits on the
Mid Hants but are not vitally needed to maintain services and therefore
cannot be purchased from the 7 & A's limited rolling stock budget. Ve
know from connents and offers of help that many members would be
interested in helping to purchase such stock but as the time given to
cake a decision is usually very limited it is seldon possible to launch
a specific fund for any particular vehicle. We therefore propose to
establish 2 carriage and wegon fund with the purpose of such pre- -
nationalisation stock, with of course a particular emphasis on the
Southern and its constituents. ‘e invite members to serd their
dorations to David Vidler, 4Liresford Statior, Llresford, Hampshire,
so24 9JG.
If you have an interest in any specific types cf vehicle, don't send
a donation but please let us know of your interest and how much yon
would like to subscribe. If possible, please give a telephone nusber
so that you can be contacted quickly -~ should anything crop up!

moeDm——

HIALTH AlID SAFZTY AT WORX!

Vhat, you =2y ask, has the recently-passed Health aad Safety at Work
Act got to do with the lid-Hants? You riay te surprised to learn that
the IMMRPS and other similar organisations are, in fact, bound by the
implications of the Act and have a respoxnsibility to the nmembers and
public who visit us to make the station and reilvay environoent as

safe a3 possible. This is why we welcome ZR”C BIRSECY MIOT who is
appointed First Aid and Safety Officer. He points out that safety is
largely a matter of common sense - you don't, for example, wear running
shoes when heaving rails about, or plug in a iive power extension in
the pouring rein and expect to be inmune fron injury. Tortunately, we
have had a very good safety record to date.

There are now fully-equipped first aid boxes &t the Station and a

first aid bag is available Tor 2V teams and others awvay from Alresford.
A gtretcher will shortly be available at the station also. Je would,
of course, rather that :these were never used, S0 please take care and
don't be & risk to yourself and to others. DMNow that the Mid Hants

has the green light, don't make it a blue flashing one for youl!

mewCuo
ANYONE 4 QUALIFIZD FIRST-AIDER?

It would be nost helpful if a 1list could be compiled at the
station of any regular visitors who are qualified at First 4id in
any way. In this way, should the need arise, it will be known who
to epproach. DPlease leave your name with Zric, or with the Duty
Director. eOmmm

APPOINTHENT - General lanager.

It gives me great pleasure to announce that riy fellow=-Director of the
W & A, David Vidler, has been eppointed Genexral lanager of the Vater-
cress Line., He will assume overall responsibility for the day to day
activities on the railwvay, particularly when operation commences.

David is one of those who have done so nmuch tovards bringing the hopes
of re-opening part of the railway to reality, and has been responsible
for much of the ‘'behind the scenes' work. 4 familiar sight to all the
regulars to Alresford, he has been associated with the re-opening
efforts since the line closed in 1973 and is a founder Director of MHRDS
and also its Deputy Chairrcan. Best wishes in your 2ppointment!

CCLIN FULLER, Director, W & A
Chairman, IERPS.
- 5 -



VACANCY - TUBLIC REILATIONS QFFICER.

.
-------------------- - v - - - - B 0

This vacancy, advertised in the last 'Mid-Hants News' 3=~ still
available. The applicant would ideally have some experience in working
with the Press, TV and Radio, used to public speaking, and capable of
producing regular press releases for the media, Access to a telephone
both at home and at work is an adventage. If you feel you would like
to help in this icportant aspect of the Railway's activities, please

apply direct to Alresford Station, Alresford, Hampshire S024 9JG,
or through the Editor.

TOM I’.Illas. RN . . e
«sss.has relinquished his post with the MHRPS as Assistant Membership
Secretary, although ke will rem2in active with the Society. Many
thanks for your valuable assistance in the past!

. R o FEpp,

ALRESFORD STATION SHOP.

The Station Shop is as ever very popular, in fact stocks lately have
been exceeded by cdccand in some cases! However, still available are
1976 calenders, which includes 13 excellent photographs taken on the
line in operating days. It is 75p; by post please add 13p. There are
also stocks available of the lMid Hants History, at 35p. plus 9p. for
postage. Other books and leaflets, photographs, slides, souvenirs and
confectionary are waiting to be snapped up also!

ST s Y

CATERING AT_ALRESTORD,

- Perhaps the high spot of a day's work on locos, wagons or track at
Alresford is a relaxing half-hour in Thelma Evans! Pie Shoppe. She and
her lovely band of helpers are there to provide hot pies, home-made
Velsh Rarebit {a house specizlity), tea ianother speciality), couffee
and Bovril. The menu also usually includes hot soup.. Thelma loves
company, so next time you come to Alresford, if you are not already
one of heéer regulars, pay her a call and have 2 cosy chat over a hot pie.
She'll love you for it!

If any ladies would like to joir her in feeding the workers and shirkers,
then pleese let her know. With the prospect of decentralisation to

Ropley, in the forseeable future, a second Pie Shoppe will probably
have to be opened and staffed] '

Thelma also extends her sincere thanks to all those who have helped her
during 1975.

FUP ¢ I

PHOTOGRAPHS. ..

e+ 8nd information would be welcorme for the full MMid Hants history

at present being compiled by Charles Lewis, Mary thanks to those who
have already sent some most useful material. Any recollections,
pictures, historical notes or old manuscripts which might be used please
send to Charles lewis at Alresford Station. They will, of course be
returned in due course. eeOmem

THANKS. ..
«e+. to the Alton Line Users Association {November 4), Brightwell Young
Mothers Club (November 6}, Railway Enthusiasts Club (November 8),
Salisbury & South Wilts. Railway Society (November 10), Llton Young
Conservatives (November 13), Merchant Navy Loco. Pres. Soc., (November
22), Basingstoke Industrial Archaeclogy Group (November 24), Zast
Somerset Railway Company (lfovember 28?, Fareham Round Table (December
5), Four Marks Young ¥ives (January 8) and the South-Fastern Electricity
Board Camera Clud (Jaznuary 21) for allowing me to get the menmbers,
visitors and friends up-to-date with our progress. ZEspecial thanks are
due to those Societies who allowed me to add !The ‘/atercress Line' to
their existing plans for their meetings!

CHARLZEE LEWIS,

Also, 2 word of thanks to the Severn Valley Railway - London Sranch,
for inviting Colin Fuller to address them or December 10th.
PP , T

NEW LOOK 'MID-HANTS LiZVS!

D D G S — TS S - -

As mentioned in the Zditorizl, the 'News' is to receive a facelift:
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this is the last of the duplicated issues. The next will appear in
printed form at around the end of April {copy date 5th April), and this
means, of course, that we can now publish photographs and illustrations.
In addition, we will sell advertising space, to help offset the printing
costs, and classified advertising for members will be available at a
noderate cost. For details of these, please contact the Editor. All
this ehould produce a lively publication, reflecting the status of the
MHRPS es a successful, going concern with a bright future. The 'News!
‘will continue to be distributed to members free of charge and it will
also be sold to the public through the Station Shop.

All we have to do now is fill the magazine - with your help! 4ll
contributions will be considered - letters to the Editor, stories,
reports, funnies, cartoons, details of events, news of the MHRPS and
the W & £, good black-and-whiie photographs. Your comments and
suggestions will also be welconed.

Please contact the Editor, Ian Crowder, at the address on the front
of this issue, or at Alresford Station, '

---O_f-

VOT NC STZAl?
The Fareham & District Society of Model Engineers were due to -mke an
appearance with their 5in. gauge live stean engines on November 16th,
a3 advertised in the last issue. They extend their apologies for

not coming, due to unavoidable circumstances (engine failure?) In the
event, it was a pretty wet and miserable day, so hopefully not too many
People were disappointed,

ceeDome

ALRESFORD COMMUNITY YEEX - ADVANCE IOTICE.

Ls part of the ilresford Community Week in June, the liid Hants has

been given an evening to organise a public meeting and film show in

the Cormunity Centre, Alresford. This will take place on ‘Jednesday,
June 2nd, cormencing 2t about 7,30 - full details later. The programme
will include films of railway interest,

w«menCre-

ANOTHER RAIL TOUR,

The second joint 8F-Group/MHRPS rail tour will take Place on Saturday
May 8th 1976. This time, the destination is the Keighly and Worth
Valley Railway in Yorkshire and recresents a round trip of some 600
rniles - a good dey out by any standards! The K & WVR, which rune
through the beautiful Bronte countryside, from Keighly to Oxenhope,

was the venue of the film "The Raiivay Childrern", The fares are

adults £5-5C. children £7-50. -« which represents good value for money
for a journey more than one-and«&-half times longer than the las?t tour,
to.the Severn Valley. Motive power for the trip will be =z Hastings
6-L diesel-electric unit, and on the X & JVR it is hoped that our train
will be hauled by an 8F. The tour is advertised elsewhere in this
issue; please don't deley and return the slip for further information.

THANK_YOU.

Thank you to all those at Alresford who were kind enough to send
flowers and condolences to my Mother and I, when oy Father died recently,
after his illness., WYe were overvielmed by your kind thoughts and
although we have tried to reply to everyone, we oAy have missed sone,
Please 2ccept our most sincere thanks,

JOHN BUNCH.,

PO ¢ NP

I{ID-HANTS IN MINIATURS.

In spite of one of those last zinute hitches which, thank heavens, the
Public are not aware of, (no power a2nd not knowing where the electricity
meter is located), the first Model Railway Exhibition to be organised

by the Yatercress lModel Railway Club, set off to a good start shortly
after 10 a.m, on the 12th October, 1975.

Ye were fortunate in having lr. John Arlott to perfors the opening
ceremony. In his opening reoarks, he wade the Doint that the tremendous
upsurge in interest in railways, &s shown by the oresencea of so many
people in the hall and the support for the various preservation
gsocieties (including our own} only showed the megnitude of the wistake
in withdrawing r2il services froc places such as Alresford.



Visitors came steadily during the day to see exhibits covering a wide
spectrum of reilway modeiling from the 'C!' gauge tin plate of yegtor-
year, down to the latest in wminiature scale, where a container turned
out to be a suitably disguised sugar lump! The realisc of detail in

the exhibits had to be seen to be believed, showing what high standards
have to be met by clubs or individuals wishing to take up this way of
life.

Our thanks must go to 21l those people who helped stage the exhibition -
the exhibitors, the ladies who did the catering both in the hall and

at the Station, officers of both the Company and the Preservation
Society and finally, the number of people who supported us -~ we now

have enough funds to cocmence the building of the scale model of
Alresford, which we hore will be on exhibition sometime in 1976.

If you have an interest in our project, or are interested in nodel
railways in general, then please drop a line to the Watercress Model
Railway Society, Alresford Station, Alresford S023 9JG. You'll be
welcone to join us!

POETS'! CORNER.
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'STEAM DAYS!

The electric train may be quieter
And speed on silken rails

But give me the age

of the steam pressure gauge

And the thrill that never fails.

v¥§v8%e§§lh§£3%§ g%xe?e cleaner

But give me the haze
in those halcyon days .. .
Of the steam trein's golden hour

The billowing cloud from a snoke stack

The hiss of escaping stean

The tangible feel

of coal, oil and sieel

when mean and rachine were a teai, EARK NEWBERRY 1675.

cealoa=
THE SECOND JOINT 8F GROUP/MFRFS RALIL TOUR ¥WILL VISIT KZIGHLY & YORTH
VALLEY RATUUAY on Saturday 8th May, 1976.

An opportunity to visit this att?active and popular railway, which
I8 8ns N FE T Rla y 8 WO AT Tl PR PR SO P S T Yo  kobdre . TRl
day out for Dad, lium and the kids| FARZS: Adults £9-50. Children £7=-50
HKOTIVE POWER: Hastings 6-L diesel-electric set to Keighly. ‘e hope
for an 87 on the X & YVR. ROUTZ: Via Birmingham, DIP/RTS: Portsmouth
and Southsea approximately 07.45, stopping 2t Farehan, Sastleigh,
VWinchester, Basingstoke and Reading General., RTTURNS: Approx. 23.15 at
Por?saouth & Southsea, During the steam-hauled run on the ¥ & WVR
time will be allowed to inspect the facilities and exhibits et
Howerth and Oxenhope., The fares are very reasoneble, especially in
conparison with the ER fares required to undertake the same trip by
service trains. A round trip of about 500 miles. For further
information, timings and so forth, please coizplete and return enclosed
slip with stawmped addressed envelope.,

Produced and published by Mid-Haats Railway Preservation Society Ltd.,
Alresford Station, Llresford, Hants.



